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King receives call from Mubarak 

AMMiW IJ.T.J — His Majesty King Hussein Thurs- 
day wght^ived a telephone call from EgymS^ 
President Hosn, Muba^. who inquired abSK 

lOng s.he^di, Joidan Television announced on 
day. &ng Hussein and President Mubarak discuss^ 
over the phone the Middle East peace process and tSf 
obstacles facing its resumption, panicularlv on Se 
Palesnnian-Jsraeh track. The two leaders ilso dis! 
cussed issues of common concern. Also on Thursday 
King Hussein and Her Majesty Queen Noor host” a 
residence in the U.S. in honour of U S 
President Bill CLnton. according to the Jordan News 
AgBDcy, Petra. 
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Israeli Mossad official resigns 
over Misha’al fiasco 

TEL AVIV I AFP) — The head of operatioas in ihe Mos.sad 
has resigned CA'erhis role in the aiiempt loussassinaie Hamas 
leader Kholed Misha'al in Jordan, Israeli iele\’Uion reported 
Friday. Israeli Pkime Minisief Bcnyamin Netanyahu accept- 
ed the resignation of the Mo&sad official u'hosc name ^^*05 
not made ^lic, the teie\'ision station said The lesignalion 
came as un unofficial commission of inquiry began (o 
its conclusions on the fiasco that damagi^ relations betueen 
Jtxdan and Israel. Mos&ad chief Dann>’ Yalom. who has les- 
lified before the committee, charged et^Iicr this month that 
Mr. Neiarnahu was personally responsible for the assa*»ina- 
don atiempL Mr. Yatom said that lie had ruled out as a target 
Mr. Misha'al but that Mr. Netanyahu selected him un>'i^'ay 
uiih the help of other senior officials. 
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King, Clinton discuss Annan says next 48 hours crucial on Iraq; 
peace, Iraq-U.N. crisis Clinton orders five more warships to Gulf 
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WASHINGTON (Petra) — 
His Majesty King Hussein 
on Friday held talks with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
00 the faltering peace 
process, paiticulariy on the 
I^estiiiiaD-Israeli track, 
the Iraqi-U.N. crisis and 
bilateral relations. 

King Hussein and Presi- 
dent Clinton stressed the 
need for overcoming the 
current obstacles in order to 
achieve aspired peace in the 
Middle Eak. 

Ii^g Hussein emphasised 
the vital role that the United 
^ates should play in order 
to push the peace process 
forward. 

The meeting was attended 
on tile American side by 
U.S. \^ce-Presidem AJ 
Gore, and the United States 
National Security Adviser 
Sandy Berger as welj as 
other senior U.S. officials. 
From the Jordanian side, 
the meeting was attended 
by Jordan's Ambassador to 
the U.S.. Marwan Muasher. 

Earlier Riday, King Hus- 
sein telephoned Jordan 
Television and expressed 
his appreciation for the sin- 
cere emotions the Jordanian 
family expressed and 
assur^ the people of his 
good health. 

The King said that he will 
reitim home within few 
days. 

,^'te House Spokesman 
Michael McCunry said that 
the two leaders saw each 
other lace Thursday at a 
birthday celebration for 
King Hussein. 

Also on Thursday. King 
Hussein met with U.S. spe- 
cial envoy Dennis Ross 
and Martin Indyk, the U.S. 
assistant secretary of state 
fa* Middle Eastern affairs, 
and discussed the peace 
process and the current 
obstacles causing the dead- 
lock on the ^estinian- 
Israeli crack. 

King Hussein reaffirmed 
die need for pooling all 
effints for giving a push 



forward to the peace 
process and urged the U.S. 
administration to help give 
the peoples of the laddie 
East a renewed confidence 
in the importance of peace 
and the possibility of 
achieving it. 

The lOng reaffirmed the 
need for all parties to be 
committed to the imple- 
.nentatii>n of all agreements 
.ind the need for all parties 
•0 refrain from taking any. 

• nilateral measures that 

• instituie obstacles in the 
I'.'th of u*eace and shake the 
coiiildcnce among the con- 
cerned parties. 

King Hussein also 
received a telephone call 
from LI.N. Secretary Gener- 
al Kofi Arman during which 
they discussed the U.N.- 
Iraq crisis. The King under- 
lined the need for resolving 
the current crisis through 
diplomatic means. 

King Hussein called Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz and discussed 


the UJ^.-lraq crisis stress- 
ing that Iraq ought to main- 
tain its cooperation with the 
U.N. Security Council for 
the sake of resolving the 
crisis through peaceful 
means and for averting fur- 
ther sufferings of the Iraqi 
people. 

King Hussein received a 
cable from HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
expressing bis good wishes 
and those of the Jordanian 
people on ±e occasion of 
the King's birthday. 

In his cable. Prince Has- 
san also expressed his con- 
gratulations and those of 
die Jordanian people over 
the success of the minor 
surgery which the King 
underwent at the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester. 

The King's private physi- 
cian Samir Farraj has said 
that all medical tests 
showed that the King was 
in good health following 
the removal of a lymphatic 
gland under his lefr armpit. 


PNA to boycott Doha conference 


IjAZA (AFP) —The Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) will boycott the 
regional economic confer- 
i ence in Qatar on Nov. 16- 
18 to protest against Israeli 
policies, the cabinet of 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat decided Friday, offi- 
cials said. 

More over Israel 
announced Thursday that 
Foreign Minister David 
tevy w’ould not lead its del- 
egation to a Middle East 
economic conference in 
Doha beginning this week- 
end. The IsraeO delegation 


will instead be headed by 
Industry and Trade Minister 
Natan Sharansky and 
include the head of the 
Bank of Israel and 30 other 
business people, the foreign 
ministry said. 

‘because of the economic 
character of the conference, 
it is best that the bead of the 
delegation will be a top 
economic official." said a 
curt release from the min- 
istry. 

Israeli officials earlier 
said they expected Mr. 
Levy would not participate 
in the conference because 


Arab states were either 
boycotting the Nov. 16-1$ 
forum or sending lower- 
level delegations without 
foreign ministers. 

Washington bad reported- 
ly pressed Israel to send Mr. 
Levy to the Doha forum as 
a sign of Israel’s interest in 
pursuing the peace process. 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright will 
attend the meeting. 

Egypt and Saudi Arabia 
led the list of states boy- 
cotting the meeting. 


Lebanon refuses to sign anti-landmine 
treaty before it is ratified by Israel 


BEIRUT vAFP) — 
Ubanoo said Friday that it 
'yBJ Qot sign the intema- 
tiooal treaty banning anti- 
personnel mines before 
brae], which occupies part 
^ southern Lebanon, rati- 
tte agreement 
“It is absolutely impossi- 
ble to drag Lebanon into 
1‘gning such a treaty as 
as Israel does not 
«Jide by the treaty,” said 
“®^ese Foreign ^nister 
Fares Bouez after a meeting 
bcie with Canadian coun- 
t^Jpan Lloyd Ax worthy. 

Axwonhy arrived 
fturs(^y in Beinjt for a 24- 
Joirr visit, part of a Middle 
toiir aimed at convinc- 
*^6 regional governments to 
Sign tile global treaty ban- 
jug auti-personnd mines 
to be sealed in Ottawa 


in December. 

The Canadian foreign 
minister, who is also due to 
hold talks with President 
Elias Hrawi and pjuliamen- 
rary Speaker Nabih Bew, 
was expected to meet child 
victims of landmine acci- 
dents in the southern port 

city of Sidon. 

A Lebanese government 
official said Lebanon wiU 
not sign the mines treaty 
because such "weapons are 
used by the Lebanese resis- 
tance against the Israeli 
enemy which occupies 
parts of southern Lel^on. 

Combatants on both sides 
of the boitier zone occupied 
hv Israel inside southern 
Ubanon plant landnunesto 

deter attacks, but most of 
the mine victims are 

Lebanese civilians. 


Mr. Axw(»thy said the 
talks also focused on the 
stalled Middle East peace 
talks, economic coopera- 
tion and bilateral political 
relations. 

They also covered the 
condition of thousands of 
Lebanese families who 
emigrated to Canada during 
Lebanon's 1975-1990 civil 
war, as well as the problems 
of Palestinian reftigees in 
Lebanon. 

Canada presides over the 
working group for refugees 
within the Middle East 
multilateral peace negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Axworthy has already 
visited Egypt Israel, Jordan 
and the I^estinian self-rule 
areas on his Middle East 
tour. He is due next in 
Syria. 


Combiiied agency 
dispatches 


DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS lo 
settle the crisis with Iraq over 
weapons inspections gathered 
steam Frid^' witii Secretaiy 
General Kofi Annan saying 
the "next 24 to 48 houis” will 
be cnicial. 

“The consultations are going 
to continue. The next 24 to 48 
hours will deteimine what the 
next moves will be.’’ Mr. 
Annan told reporters at Ihe 
U.N. 

Six U.S. arms inspectors 
serving with the United 
Nations airived in Jordan at 
dawn Riday after driving 
from Baghdad following their 
expulsion from Iraq. 

The six, accompanied by 
one British and one Australian 
colleague, were greeted on a 
cold morning by British and 
UB. diplomats at the Karameh 
border post, 400 km ease of 
Amman. 

Meanwhile, President Bill 
Clinton ordered the aircraft 
carrier Geoige Washington to 
the Gulf amid the tense stand- 
off with Iraq accompanied by 
four ^ps, including a guided 
missile cruiser, a (kstroyer, an 
attack submarine and an oiler, 
the Pentagon Riday. 

The ships are the guided 
missile cruiser USS Nor- 
mandy. the destroyer USS 
Camey, the attack submarine 
USS Annapolis, and the oiler 
USS Set^e, a Pentagon 
spokesman said 
The cruiser, destroyer and 
submarine all are ca^le of 
firing Tomahawk cruise mis- 
siles. die Pentagon said. 

The U.N. inspectors flew out 
of Joidan Friday afternoon to 
Bahrain, where the U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission (UNSCOM) 
on disarming Iraq has a sup- 
port base. 

Another 68 UJ>I. arms 
experts airived in Bahrain on 
Friday after being evacuated in 
solidarity with their U.S. col- 
leagues. 

T^ six Americans left 
Baghdad at 1 1 p.m. local time 
Tluirsday after Iraq’s top 
audioiities, the Revolutionaiy 
Crnmnand Council and tiie 
leadership of the ruling Baaih 
Party, ordered tiieir ‘Immedi- 
ate” expulsioiK 
Baghdad refused to let them 
leave by m with die other 
UNSCOM membeis, whose 
vdthdrawal was announced by 
its head, Richard Butler, fol- 
lowing the expulsion of the 
Americans. 

Iraq's definitive expulsion 
order came after the Security 
Council imposed a travel ban- 
on Iraqi officials who block 
inspections and suspended ai^ 
review of tiie . sanctions in 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Pressing the case for an end (o 
nearly seven years of eco- 
nomic sanctions, Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Ibreq 
Aziz said his nation had been 
"put in prison” with no hc^ 
for the ftituie. 

"We have no other option,” 
he said in an interview on 
Cable News Network. 

"A whole nation has been 
put in prison. A whole nauern 
is suffering from sancticMis, 
comprehensive sanctions, 
cruel sanctions,” he said. 
‘’What else should we do? 
What hope do w>e have for the 
future?" 

Mr. Aziz also renewed a 
threat to shoot down a U.S.- 
manned U-2 spy plane that 
the United Nations has 
ordered to cany out a recon- 
naissance mission over Iraq, 
possibly as early as Sunday. 

‘They have to stop sending 

force against Baghdad since 
its invasiem of I^iwait in 1990. 

Hie official Jordanian news 
agency, Petra, meanwhile 
report that King Hussein 
spoke to Iraqi Deputy Rime 
Mialster Tareq Aziz m a bid to 
bring a peaceful er-' ... ■!ic 
stand-off. 

The King sues, - 
to cooperate wiili * ’ ' 

as to end die c-' ■■ -i.." ■ 

and avoid a ' . j-. 

wrtiich may proloii^- 
ing of the Iraqi people, sud 
Petra. 

King Hussein is in Washing- 
ton on a private visit for med- 
ical oeaiment, while Me Aziz 
is at the UJ4. in New York lob- 
bying Iraq's case. 

Pe^ said tbe King also dis- 
cussed the Iraq crisis with 
UJ^. Secietaiy General Kofi 
Annan. 

In Edinbui^, U.S. Secre- 
taiy of State Madeleine 
Albright and British Fneign 
Secret Rot^ Cook on Fa- 
day proclaimed a united front 
against President Saddam 
Hussein. 

But they also said that diplo- 
macy was not exhausted in the 
crisis over Iraq’s attitude 
towards United Naticxis disar- 
mament teams on its soil and 
dial th^ had no quanel with 
the Iraqi people. 

"Saddam Hussein continues 
to refuse to compb' with the 
united will of the intemadonal 
community,” Ms. Albright 
said after meeting Mr. Cook. 
She said she and Me Coc& 
discussed ways "in u4iich we 


that plane, it’s not needed.” be 
said. "It is going to provoke 
confrontation.” 

The Iraqi envov* who 
arrived here Monday to lobby 
for an end to sanctions also 
complained bitterly that he 
was not allowed to address 
die UN. Security Council. 

The Security Council on 
Wednesday voted unani- 
mously 10 impose new sanc- 
tions on Iraq and demanded 
that Baghdad reverse its deci- 
sion to bar Americans from 
U.N. weapons inspections. 

Iraq responded 1^' expelling 
the U.S. nationals working 
for tbe UN. commission 
monitoring Iraqi disaima- 
menL 

During die interview, Mr. 
Aziz said the U.S. was profit- 
ing fiom the oil embai^ on 
Ir^, whidi he aigued had 
alkwred Saudi Arabia to 
increase its oil revenues. 

could increase die pressure on 
Saddam Hussein.” 

Ms. Albright said Iraq bad to 
realise that "there was no sal- 
vation in defiance.” 

Ms. Albright, who met Mr. 
Cook for about 45 minutes in 
an Edinburgh hot£l. noted that 
Britain had taken steps to beef 
up hs military force- to pres- 
»ire Preside Saddara 
Britain's aircraft carrier HMS 
Imriodlble is on its way to 
Gibraltar frcmi tbe Caribbean. 

But Ms. Albri^t added that 
she and Me. Cwk also dis- 
cussed ‘Vays in which we 
could beOCT address die 
humanicarian needs” of the 
Iraqi people. “Qur quarrel is 
not with tbe Iraqi pet^.” she 
said. "We have felt all along 
we have great sympathy with 
Iraqi people.” 

Mr. Cook, who Joined Ms. 
Albright in making brief state- 
ments to T^iorteis, said tbe 
Iraqi situation was "grave” but 
that diplomacy was continu- 
ing. 

"There is no patience and 
complacency here. There is a 
sense of urgency. All c^ons 
are open. No options have 
been closed out,” the foreign 
secretary said. 

But he also said that if Pres- 
ident Saddam would be^ to 
comply with UN. resolutions 
there could be some "accom- 
modation” by die intemadonal 
community. Mr Cook said 
"diere will be a future round of 
intensive diplomacy in finding 
a solution.” 

Defence Secretary George 



A member of the group of U.N. weapons inspectors is 
seen as he carries his bags after airiving in Joidan at 
dawn Friday at the Karameh borderpoint (Photo by 
Yousef 'Allan) 


Robertson said on Wednesday 
that the Iimodble is on its wi^ 
to Gibraltar as a "precaution- 
ary measure.” but the decision 
was seen as part of prepara- 
tions to support oiiy American 
action against Iraq. 

The 20.000-ton Invincible is 
equipped with six sea Harrier 
vertical takeoff and landing 
jets, eight anti-submarine Sea 
King faeliccftters and three 
early warning Sea Kings. It 
has a crew* of about 2,000. 

On Friday, Derek Fatchett, a 
junior minister in Mr. Cook's 
depamnent, told parliament in 
London that Britain was also 
putting a squadron of six air 
force Harriers equipped widi 
laser-guided bomte on 48- 
hour notice to back up its 
fixees deployed around the 
Gulf. 

Ms. Albright arrived in 
Britain on Riday on tbe first 
leg of a round-ihe-worid trip 
on winch she will tnalre a fresh 
attempt to persuade Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders lo put the 
Middle East peace process 
back on track. 

She bad planned to fly 
straigju to London to meet 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Beoyaniin Netanyahu, who 
was there on a two-day visiL 
But the Iraqi crisis pushed its 
way into the fbiefrOTt of her 


agenda and she stopped in 
E^buigh, where Mr. Cook, a 
Scotsman, routinely spends 
Fridays, to discuss Iraq with 
him before flying to London. 

Ms. Albright was due to 
traiel to Bern in Switzerland 
to meet Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat on Saturday. 

Mr. Cook denied earlier on 
Riday that Pn»ident Saddam 
had effectively defeated U.N. 
efforts to keep Iraq from 
acquiring weapons of mass 
destructicML 

"No, he has not won. This is 
not the end of the present cri- 
sis and we are detennined, and 
resolved that he is not going to 
won.” Mr. Cook told BBC 
Radia 

"We are determined that we 
have to win this because it is 
so very important that Saddam 
Hussein does not acquire 
weapons of mass destruction,” 
Mr. Cook said 

"We are detemuned that the 
United NaticMis regime must 
be maintained and that those 
in^iectOTS must return.” Mr. 
Cook added 

The foreign secretary 
declined to discuss milit;^ 
options but said "it is quite 
right that we should make sure 
that we are capable of 
le^nding to any crisis in the 
region.” 


Israel rejects U.N. resolution of 139 votes 
against 3 on Israeli settlement policies 

Resolution criticises ‘occupying power* for illegal activities in ‘occupied 
Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, in particular settlement activities* 


OCrUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AH*) — Israel on Riday 
reject a U.N. resdution 
condemning its Jewish set- 
tlement policies as Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu prepared for talks 
in London wiffi U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright (see story on page 
12 ). 

"Jewish construction in the 
territories does not represent 
a violation of the Oslo 
accords [signed with the 
Palestinians]." said Dore 
Gold, Israel's ambassador to 
the United Nations. 

"We also cannot accept 
that Israel freezes construc- 
tion while Palestinians also 
build in /ones imJer Israeli 


coattol," Mr. Gold told 
Israeli public radio. 

On Thursday, 139 coun- 
iries in the UN. General 
Assembly voted for a resolu- 
tion which criticises Israel, 
"the occupying power,” for 
ill^al activities in “the occu- 
pied F^estinian territory, 
including Jerusalem, b par- 
ticular s^tlement activities." 

The U.S. Israel and 
Micronesia opposed it and 
13 countries abstamed. 

But the resolution is large- 
ly symboUc because Gen^ 
Assembly resolutions are not 
bbdbg. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who is 
currently on a four-day visit 
to Lmdon, is due to meet 
U.S. Secretary of State 


Madeleine Albright there on 
Friday. Ms. Albright will 
tiien meet Palestinian Ptesi- 
dem Yasser Arafut b 
Switzeriand on Saturday 
(see story on page 12). 

The Wltite House said on 
Thursday that Mr. 
Netanyahu would meet Pres- 
ident Bill Clmton m Wash- 
ington, probably early next 
month, the White House 
said. 

"We are zerobg b on 
early December," said White 
House spokesman PJ. Crow- 
ley. adt^g that no precise 
has been seL 

Mr. Netanyahu, who is to 
travel m tbe U.S. from Sun- 
day to Tuesday, is scheduled 
to meet with U.S. Jewish 


leaders in Indianapolis, Indi- 
ana, before beading to Los 
Angeles to speak before the 
local Jewish community 
there, but there are no meet- 
ings planned with Mr. CUn- 
ton on this trip. 

It is unprecedented for an 
Israeli prime minister to visit 
the U.S. without meeting tbe 
president, and some suggest- 
ed it reflected the increasing 
tensions between the two 
countries over the stalled 
Mjdeast peace process. 

Bui Mr. Crowley dis- 
missed that bterpretation. 
‘This is simply a matter of 
scheduling. As we've said all 
along, it is not a question of 
if we would mecL just when 
we cinild dn it ” he .'iaid. 


The While House has 
repeatedly asked Mr. 
Netanyahu to call a "time 
out" on the construction of 
new Jewish settlements in a 
bid to put the peace process 
back on track, but the Israeli 
premier has steadfastly 
refused. 

The breakdown b Israel- 
Palestinian peace talks was 
triggered when Israel started 
work b mid-March on a 
Jewish settlement project 
known as Jabal Abu Ghneim 
in east Jerusalem. 

Israel was also condemned 
for its settlement building in 
non-binding resolutions 
adopted at earlier U.N. Gen- 
eral As.sembly meetings. 



aHome & Middle East News 

Israel kidnaps two Hamas members 
from Palestinian custody — official 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP; — Israeli soldiers 
seized two Hiunas members 
detained by Palestinian secu- 
rity services while they were 
b^g transfetred bkween 
two autonomous Wsst Bank 
towns, Palestinian officials 
sazdBid^. 

-It was an act of piracy' by 
the Israeli government'’ a 
senior Palestinian security 


official told Agence France 
ftesse (AFP;. 

An Israeli military 
^kesman said the two mili- 
tants — Abdul Rahman 
Chanimai and Jamal AJ Hour 
— woe picked up at an 
Israeli roadblock on ’Thursday 
night near the Palestinian- 
ruled town of Nablus. 

He said another 10 Pales- 
tinians escorting die prison- 


ers. including several Pales- 
tinian National AutboriQ-' 
(I^A) security officials, wens 
detained bri^y and then 
released. 

The Pilesdnian security 
official said the two Hamas 
militanis bad been held for 
seN'eral months in the West 
Bank city of Heixtai and were 
in the |»ocess being nans- 
femsd to Nablus ^ when 


they were seized. 

The PNA ^■siematically 
rejects reque^ &can Israel to 
over militants in its cus- 
tody, but Israel c q iti nue s to 
demand their extraditiorL 
The mt) members of tie 
Isl^c Resistance Mo\-e- 
mem (Hamas) are suspected 
of involvement in six anti- 
Isaeli ntradK between 1993 
and 1997 whid left 11 


Israelis dead- 
They beloog to a Hamas 
cell in die village of Sourif 
near Hebron wfakfa has been 
accused of carrying out a sui- 
cide bombmg in a Tel .Aviv 
cafe m March winch left three 
Israelis dead, and the kidnsf)- 
pu^ and murder of an Israeli 
soldier last yean Four Hamas 
activists fiom Sourif are 
already in Iszadi custodv. 


Netanyahu accuses Palestinians of 
releasing suicide-bomb mastermind 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu has accused che 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA) of 
freeing the mastermind of a suicide bomb 
attack in Tel Aviv, Israeli radio reported. 

Speaking on a visit to London ’Thursday. 
Mr. Netanyahu alleged the Palestinians 
bad recently relea^ a member of the 
Islaniic Resistance Movement (Hamas) 
who had organised a bomb attadt at the 
ci^’s Dizengofif shopping centre in March 
1996. killing 12 people and wounding 


nearly 70. die radio said. 

Mr. Netanyahu's nemadcs came ahead of 
a meeting l^day with U.S. Secretary of 
Sl^ Madeleine Albright, who win have 
taHcR the foUowing day widr Palestinian 
Pr^ident Yasser Arafat in a Md to relaunch 
the peace pro^s. 

The radio said the Israeli prime minister 
would ten Ms. Albright tiiat Us govern- 
ment would not resume its military with- 
drawal from the West Bank unl^ the 
Palestinians cracked down on teiraism. 


Kuwait stays calm despite 
mounting tension in Iraq 
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KUWAIT Ciry (.AFP) ~ 
Kuwait was calm on Brid^* 
despite the mounting tenrion 
in Iraq after the expulsion of 
U.S. wieqxMis inspectors, 
although Western embassies 
were monnoring develc^ 
meres over the border. 

U.S. residents said die}' 
have been advised to make 
sure any ofBdal documents 
are up-io-date and to stay in 
creiaa with die embassy. 

The message issued earlier 
in die week was not revised 
after Baghdad's decision on 
Thursday to expel U.S. 
inqiectoss who are members 
of a UJ^. commission 
charged with (fisamung Iraq. 

The Ui*l. evacuated the 
rest of its we^ns inspectors 
on Biday. leaving behind a 
skeleton staff. 

A British embassy ofBcial 
said. **We're watching the 
situation closely, but cunem- 
ly there is no change to the 
usual advice*' that citizens 
keep in touch with the 
embassy. 

Newspjqws here <m Bri- 


day led widi die develop- 
menis in Iraq. 

But a (fipkanat said there is 
little sign of hei^tened con- 
cern here because the present 
ciiris is between Baghdad 
and the UJ^.. while there is 
*‘no direct dneat to KuwatL" 

By amtrast, in September 
1996, the last period of 
heightened tensions over 
Iraq. Kuwait was included in 
a U.S. miliiaiy build-up in 
the region involving the tem- 
porary d^loyment here of 
F-117 Sfeahh bombers and 
extra troops. 

Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Sbeikh Saad .A1 
Abdullah Al Sabah said on 
Nov. 2 that the government 
is monhoiing the situation 
closely, while pariiamem 
held a closed debate on Tues- 
day to discuss securio? 
issues. The parUamentary 
session was officially left 
open so .MPs can be resiled 
at any time if developmenLv 
wanant a meeting at short 
notice. 



BETHLEHEM CLASHES: .A Palestinian police ofBcer wearii^ a gas mask 
assists an elderly man to safely cross a .street where Isradli soldiers fired teatgas at 
Palestinian stonethrowers in Bethlehem Friday. Dozens of demonstrators calling 
for the release of Palestinians from Israeli jaUs clashed with Israeli soldiers sta- 
tioned at Rachel's Tomb in Bethlehem (AP photo) 


Egyptian ambassador to Qatar returns to Doha 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt's 
ambassador to CJaiar le^tied 
to die Gulf state on Biday. a 
week after be was recalled 
borne amid uiouating tension 
over Egypt’s decision to bo>- 
coftdie econcmuc ftmm 
Mohammad Moussi told 
reporters at C:hiro aiipoit he 
would be attencBng the open- 
ing ceremony of the Middle 
and Nordi Afiica 
(MENA) conference on Sun- 
day and the closing ceremcHiy 


CH) Tuesday if be receives an 
invitation. 

The ne.xt few dav*s will witr 
ness renewed st^gih [in 
(^atari-^ypdan ties] 1 will 
meet with our tnetbos in 
Qatar," Mr. Menissi s:Ud. 

‘There are pennanera con- 
suItadODS and understanding 
between us," be said. leiteiat 
mg that Egypt decided to bc^ - 
coo the forum to protest at the 
polides of the Israeli govetn- 
ment 


“Our decision to boycott the 
conference... stems from 
Prime Minister 
Benyaminl Netanyahu's 
refusal to heed to reason and 
implement the agreements" 
struck widi President Yasser 
Ara&t's Palestinian AuthoiQ'. 
Mr. Menissi said. 

But in statements to the 
Egyptian weekly newspaper AI 
Ahz^ Al .Atabi, the ambas- 
sador said ties with Qatar had 
been stiitined for the past yean 


•*My visit to Cairo under- 
seexes the detenrnnatiix) of 
Egypt and Qatar to lesKxe 
wamith to the EgyptiaibQatari 
relations which l^e met diffi- 
culties for neatly one year." 
Mr. Menissi told the pqxn’s 
early Satuid^* edition, without 
eireiorating. 

Qatari Fneign Minisier 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem 
Ben Jaber Tbani reacted to 
President Hosni Mubarak's 
announcement of the boycott 


by xcasiag Egyjx of wanting 
to see a diange of rule in f^atan 
‘The [Egyptianl campregn 
of wiuch w« are crnientiy ^ 
target is not directed at the 
economic conference, 
but h Is aimed at Qatar," he 
said. He said the cri.sis foDows 
“the ftiilure of the coup d'£tat 
whicb Kxik place in die country 
two years a^. I think that our 
brothers in Egypt are still 
shocked by the failure of the 
coup d'titaL" 


Francophone group has peace-making role — Lebanese premier 


HANOI (AFP) — The Bran- 
cophone w(x)d has a rital role 
to play as a peace-maker in 
world conflicts, Lebanese 
Prime Muuster Rafik Hariri 
said here Friday addressing the 
opening of a summit of 
Freocb-^irakiag countries arid 
r^jons. 

‘Tbrou^ a finn siqipon for 
the Un^ Nations, through 
strengdiening {xeventive 
dqilomacy. the cotrummi^ of 
Brendi-speaking states could 


be able to avmd. or ease con- 
flicts or put an end to them." 
be told some ZOOO dd^aies 
from 48 members gaffieied 
here. 

The Banco[du»e countries 
press fbr'‘coDdliatiOD and r^ 
prochement," he added, urging 
members to “work to promote 
democratic values, to safe- 
guard human rights and 
respect the tights of the 
miDotities.” 

However. Me Ikuiri warned 


diat h was not enough to just 
apply such principles within 
As borders of die 'Brancoftiio- 
ne family." 

‘AVe have to denounce loud- 
ly those who do not respect 
these values whoever th^ are. 

‘That is why we say ‘no’ to 
tecroiism and ‘yes' to die liber- 
ation of terrhoties occupied by 
fbice. Chaos cannot be a 
source of prosperity and no 
constraints win ever make free 
men bend." 


He called on the gathering to 
back UN. resolutions calUng 
foe Israeli forces to withdraw 
from southern Lebanon wiiere 
tb^ have occuined a narrow 
bor^stdpsiiKre 1985, as well 
• as die Syrian Golan Heights. 

During "C^ieration Grapes 
of Wrath*’ launched by Is^l 
in April 1996, France played a 
key role in helping to m^ate 
an end to the Irali attacks. 

France along with Israel. 
Lebanon. Syria, and the Unit- 


ed States are lepresemed m a 
committee monitoring con^b- 
ance with the 19% peace 
accord whicb prdnbits Israel 
and Hizbollah guerrillas from 
targeting civilians or laundiing 
attacks from civilian areas. 

At least 32 Lebanese civil- 
ians have been killed and 1 16 
injured in the violence in south 
Leba/x)a this year, aocoiding 
to an AFP count One Isradi 
civilian was wounded during 
the same period. 
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CWOE AMD CALENDAR 


CHURCHES 

St Marv of Nazareth Chordi 
Sweffidi,TeLSI0740 
AssesnUiesef God CliuFch Td 
632785. 

St Josqih Church l^L 624590 
Church at the Anmmicati nn 
■feL 637440. 

Do la Salle Cburcfa TeL 661656. 
Tferra Sancta Church TeL 
622366 


Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 623541 

Anglican Churdi IhL 652826. 
Armmian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armpfiian OrthodOS ChUTCh 

TeL 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Churdi ThL 
771751. 

Amman Tnh»m ati nngl Churdl 

Tel. 5516345 

Ev ai^eBcal Lutheran Omidi 
Td. 824328. 

Qennaa-qyeakii^ Evai^dical 
Coi^re^tion TeL 845457 
The Latter>Day Saints Tel. 
6M932. 

Qmrch of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local CJmrcfa 

in Amman Td. 811395 

Ei^isb-spcakiiig 

Latin (Tathdics Paririi Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bidlean si^plkd by the Depan- 
mem of Meteorology 
Fme and sunny weather condi- 
tions will prevail during the 
day becoming cool at night and 
winds southeasterly moderate, 
la .Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly . moderate and seas 
calm. 


MhL/Max. tmp., 
Amman . 


i fiiaBMi pharmary — 985417 Electric Power 


Company 
636381 


Aqaba.. 

Dmerts. 


Jordan 


.10/24 

.16(30 

.KV34 

.16/30 


Yesterday’s high tenqieianiies: 
Amman 23 Aq^ 29 Humidity 
readings: Amman 27 per cent 
Aqaba 22 percent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

DcWaDdAlMasri 673485 

Dn Ebaiajbali ............784450 

Dt Jum'aAbaDUab —.758848 

Dt YoDseTBatiid 875792 

Firas phaima^ .661912 

Ferdows jriianiiacy —.778336 
AI Asona pfaaima9....637055 
Nairoukh pfaarmaqy .—623672 
Al Salam phannacy ...636730 
Vacoob p har m a cy .. — 644945 
Shmpteani jdiannacy —637660 
Nqib phannacy ..—...847632 
IRBID: 

Dc b'bzeoAbuBaldr ..276SS2 
A] Qnds phannaty .... — (— ) 
ZARQA: 

Dk WatidHalasdi 982799 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Ovfl Deftoce Depai -fa nai t 

.661111 

Qv3 Deftpce lonneffitfe Rescue 

.630341 

Ofl Defence Emeigenqy -.199 
Rescue Fdice 192. 621111. 
637777 

Eire Breads —..—....617101 

Blood Bank 77512! 

H^may Police 843402 

ThrfBcPoDce 896390 

Public Secozhy Dqparfmait 

.630321 

Hold Compiamts 6G5800 

Price Compl^nls -.-.661176 
Water and Sewerage Com- 
897467 


RJ FU^t Information 08- 
53200 

(2ueen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPTIALS 

AMMAN: 

Hnssdn Medical Centre 

813813/32 

KhaSdi Maternit;^ J. Amn 

644281/6 

AkOdi Matani^, J. .4inii. 
__643441/2 


rnoiORiw 

Zarqa 

National Bo^tal 

- f0Q«00560 

Ibn Sna Efoqiital —(09)986732 
Al ffikam Modem Etosphal 
. rno^QonoQO 

ZRBn>: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek 

C^tiu^ HosfNtal 

imvnrj^ 

Hw Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(fy>pj.7?nn 

AQABA: 

Princess 

^ya Hospital 
....(03)314111 


09:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 Karachi. Dubai <RJ> 


Jabal Amman 


IVfelemief 

-_A42362 


Amman Moiiicipali^ Com- 

(Adnfs 7871 1 1 

Tdeptume Infonnalion (direc- 

toiy asristance) 121 

Overseas Calls — 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi TdeidKMM Rep^rs 

661101 


Malhas^J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Sfamdsani —607071 

Sbmdsani Hospital - 669131 

Uni vei ri ty Ho^rital 845845 

Al-Muadier HospitaL667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdafi 66612667 

Al-AhELAbdaU .664164/6 

TfaiKan, Al-Miibajreeii 

77710W3 


Jordan Tdevigofl — 
Radio Jordan, 


-773111 
..774111 

Water AndMaity — .680KX) 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 


AI-Bashix; J. Ashrafieh 

775111/26 

Army,Maika 891611/15 

Qneai Alia Hoq[»tal 602240/50 

Amal Hospital .....674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Spedal Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa (jovt Hospital 


FOR THE traveller 
QUEENALIA . 
INTCRNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is suited by 
R(^ Jordanian (RJ) infonnation 
depattoient ai the Q»eo Alia 
iaiemational Airport TeL 
(08)53200 \shere it should 
always be verified. Information 
OR other flights U obtained on 
lelqAone (06) 52700 or (OS) 
5232S0. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordaman (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

08:25 — Damascus (RJ) 


lOdH. 

I(hl5 

Beirut (RJ) 

10:20 — ... Bahrain. D(^ (RJ) 

15d)0 — NewYoik.Amsterdani(RJ) 

17^40. 

21-BO 

London. Berlin (RJ) 

21:40 

04^45 

05:00 

05:15 

— .Tei Aviv (add) (RJ) 

— JXtha (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other 

09 JO Al’ArichJPPI 

13:15 . 


15diS . 
18:00 . 
21:10 
21:1$ . 

...Dubai. Damascus (EK) 
J^ris. Damascus ('AF) 

22-BO 


22:35. 

.... .Cairo (MS) 


11:30 A m sterdam. New Vxk 
(RJl 

12:00 — Gene\’a. Bruraels (RJ) 

12KM Aq^ Paris (RJ) 

12:15 JLondoo(RJ) 

12:30 .Cairo (RI) 

13:55 — — Madrid (RJ) 

18:30 ..Doio. Abo Dhabi, Dubs (RJ) 

19d0 Tel Aviv (add) 

(R/> 

20K)5 Riyadh, nafazan (RJ) 

20:15 Bombay (RJ) 

20:20 lamflcn (RJ) 

20:30 Jeddah (W) 

22sl5 Dote (add) 

23:59 Jeddah (add) (Rl) 

OS JO 


Other Flights 
07K» 


.BdmtCM^ 


2360 London, Beirut (BA) 

23:35 — j4msteniam(KLj 

23:45 Beirut (ME) 

03:25 Bome(AZ) 

Rc^'a) Wings (RW) 

(No flights on Satuttiav} 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05d)0 ..Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

06-20 BeiruitW) 

09d5 Frankfurt (RJ) 


07:35 Damascus, London 

10-.30 Al'Arfait^ 

14:15 Abu Kiabi, Brina)n(*^f| 
I4^l5 Riya®;^ 



(No fli^ on Satteh^^ 
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Home News 

Prime minister to attend annual 
international air expo in UAE 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdut Salam 
Majali is scheduJed to leave 
today for the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) on an offi- 
cial visit to attend the coiin- 
Qy's ^uaJ international 
air exhibition, due to open 
in Dubai Sunday. 

The invitation was 
extended by UAE Defence 


Minister Sheikh Moham- 
mad Ben Rashed Al Mak- 
toum to Dr. Majali in his 
capacity as mjnjjter of 
defence, according to a 
report in the Arabic daily Al 
Dustour. 

Dr. Majali will hold talks 
with a number of UAE offi- 
cials on means of promot- 
iog Jordanian-UAE cooper- 


ation in several fields, the 
report said. 

Jordanian Ambassador to 
the UAE Samir Hmoud, in 
an interview by telephone 
with Al Dustour. said the 
invitation to aaend the 
exhibition in Dubai was 
also extended to senior offi- 
cers in the Jordan Armed 
Forces. 


Technology show highlights problems, 
umoyations in Internet development 


By Ahmed Naser 

Spircial to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The inade- 
quate condidoD of Jordan's 
infirastructure is delaying 
the expansion of the Inter- 
net and the Information 
Technology sector, accord- 
ing to ^sam ^ghaira. 
National Equipment and 
Technical Services (NETS) 
sales and marketing man- 
ager, at Middle East Tech- 
nology Show (METS) 97. 

“Joidanian infrastructure 
[using copper wire] was 
laid down in the early sev- 
enties and does not support 
data transmission, thereby 
hindering the growth of the 
IT industry. We need a 
whole new fibre optic net- 
woik” Mr. ^ghaim 

explained at the tech fair. 
wUch was inaugurated by 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Abdullah and 

Princess Rania Thursday. 

Mr. Edghaim said NETS 
is working closely with the 
Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation “to solve 
[the] problem." 

In light of the poor trans- 
mission quality of tele- 
phone lines in the King- 
dom, the leading ISP in 
Jordan. Global One, is pro- 
viding a download technol- 
ogy through a satellite con- 
nection, whereby users 
connected through a 
modem can download at 
ultra-fast speeds, said 
Ashraf Ayoub. Global's 
assistant sales manager. 

Jordanian users still suf- 
fer from slow transmission 
speeds in comparison to 
ISP subscribers around the 
globe. according to 
observers. 

The X2S. a highly secure 
transfer netwoilc used 
mostly by banks and large 
corporations, is another 
service that Global has 
recently introduced, said 
Sami Smeirat, another 
Global assistant sales man- 
ager attending the comput- 
er expo. 

AslUd by the Jordan 
Times why the X2S is 
immune to hackers, Inter- 
net surfers whose main aim 
is to “crack" secure trans- 
mission services available 
on the Worldwide Wide 
Web, Mr. Smeirat said 
“what makes the X23 high- 
ly secure is the way that it 
segments data into parts, 
and then the router [Inter- 
net transmission hardwarel 
sends the segments 


through different routes 
along the X25 network." 

Offering only a Bulletin 
Board Subscription (BBS) 
service, access to an on- 
line database of sub- 
scribers letters and infor- 
mation, Primus BBS sales 
and marketing manager, 
Amer Nasereddin. said his 
company, through Primus' 
Intranet, was targeting the 
on-line shopping market. 

Application for one 
bank’s credit card and 
order of food deliveries for 
a number of restaurants are 
now available through 
Primus, according to Mr. 
Nasereddin. 

Also on the Primus agen- 
da is the establishment of a 
comprehensive database 
on Jordan that Mr. 
Nasereddin said will 
include “everything from 
information on Jordanian 
companies to the papers 
needed for govenuneni 
department applications." 

In reply to a question 
whether users could apply 
for official documents 
through Primus’s service, 
Mr. Nasereddin said “this 
service was not available." 

Marketing its service 
through an interactive 
interface. Primus offers 
four different on-Uoe 
games where users can 
play against each other, 
said Mr. Nasereddin. 

The yet-to-come Jordan 
Internet Network’s 

(JOINET) . Marketing and 
Sales Ma nage r Tareq Biter 
said JOINCT would offer 
new services such as voice 
mail, content censorship 
upon ret]uest, and a games 
server. Tlie new ISP will be 
testing in mid-December in 
a bid to launch at the start 
of next year, said Mr. Bitar. 

Produced by a recent 
merger between web • 
developer CyberNet and 
the well-known Amm an 
Financial Market (AFM) 
shares information 

provider Access, Access to 
Arabia are offering a “cost 
effective" Intranet solution 
t^t “has been adopted by a 
number of institutions in 
Jordan," according to 
Access marketing manager 
Saba Rabadi. 

Lease lines, which are 
telephone lines dedicated 
solely to local area net- 
work connection, com- 
bined with communication 
software, will provide 
companies with ISP and e- 
mail boxes for all theii 


employees through one 
Internet account, she said. 

“[This software] can give 
up to 700 users separate e- 
mail boxes through one e- 
mail account," said Ms. 
Rabadi. 

Access to Arabia's pack- 
age also gives access to a 
number of informatioo ser- 
vices, including AFM, Jor- 
dan news agency’s (Petra) 
English transmission, cur- 
rency-trade news, and pro- 
files of Jordanian compa- 
nies, said Ms. Rabadi. 

At the multi-national 
level. Computer Applica- 
tions and Technic^ Ser- 
vices' (CATS) offered an 
interactive system for run- 
ning large corporations. 

According to the demoo- 
stratioD given by CATS 
Systems Support Engineer 
Geoige Sbomali, the sys- 
tem displays a corpora- 
tion’s network perfor- 
mance as graphical 
objects, such as a minia- 
ture of a town. 

“The system solves a 
large amount of the every- 
day problems of large net- 
worlu amomaiically," he 
said. 

“It also detects physical 
problems that it cannot fix, 
but by detecting them it 
saves around 75 per cent of 
maintenance work time,” 
he added. 

Five companies from the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip attended, the comput- 
er and discussed diffi- 
culties in providing Inter- 
net services in the occu- 
pied territories. 

One of the problems fac- 
ing ISPs in Palestinian 
self-rule areas is the 
monopoly of the Israeli 
company Basic on neces- 
sary lease lines, explained 
Ala Alaeddin, general 
manager of the Ramaliah- 
based Bailasan, an ISP and 
web-development corpora- 
tion. 

At present, the 6-month- 
old “Palestinian Communi- 
cations Corporation is not 
allowed to provide lease 
lines, according to the Oslo 
accords,” said Mr. Alaed- 
din. 

“Our servers are located 
in [occupied] Jerusalem, 
meaning that [our] sub- 
scribers have to make a 
long distance call in order 
to get Internet access, 
which is costly,” smd Mr. 
Alaeddin. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

* Comedy: “Shuiz und Shulz” (pL II) at 
the Goethe-lnstitut, Jabal Amman at 4:30 
p.m. 

FIFTH JORDANIAN THEATRE 
FESTIVAL 

* Play entitled “The Nation's Moon at 
jthe Royal Cultural Centre at 8:(K) p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of wall bangings and weav- 
ings by Bashar Kalbem arid others at Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation, off Wadi Saqra 
Street (Tel. 699141/2) until Dec. 4. 

‘ P aintings by Bahija Al Hakim at 
Hamourabi Art Gallery, Gardens Street 
iThL 5536098), until Nov. 22. 

I ' Paintings by Jordanian artist Nasr 
lAbdul Aziz at Darat AJ Funum. Jabal 


WeiJbdeh, until Dec. 31. 

* Woikjs by Syrian artist Kbaled Al-Maz 
sd Baiadna Art Gallery, Gardens Street 
(Tel. 5537598). until Nov. 22. 

* Bani Hamida fall exhibition 
“Encounter" ((fi^laying rugs designed by 
Japanese tex^e designer Tomoko lyoda) 
at Bani Hamida House, Jabal Amman, 
un til Nov. 25 (Tel. 658696/7). 

* Exhibition of wicker accessories from 
Wadi Rayan, handicrafts and gift items at 
the Joi^ Rivers Designs showroom (TeL 
613081), until Nov. 23. 

* Works by Bahraini artist Sheikh 
Rashid Al Khalifa at Darat Al Funum, 
Jabal Weibdeh, until Nov. 15. Also dis- 
playing a new collection of works by con- 
temporary Arab artists (Tel. 643251/2). 

* Painting s by Patrice Cadermec at the 
French Cultural Centre* Jabal Amman, 
until Nov. 20. 
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King receives congratulatory messages 
from Arab, foreign leaders on birthday 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Fri- 
day received congratulatory 
cables on his 62nd birthday 
from Arab and foreign 
heads of states. 

The King received cables 
from King Hassan H of 
Morocco, Qatari leader 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 
Al Tbani, Romanian Presi- 
dent Emil Constantinescu, 
King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz 
of Saudi Arabia, Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
Iraqi President Saddam 


Hussein, President of the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Sheikh Zayed Ibn 
Sultan Al Nahayyan, Bahai- 
ni leader Sheikh Issa Ibn 
Salman, Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat, Pak- 
istani President Farouq 
Ahmad Khan, Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul 
Aziz Al Saud, and Qatari 
Oown Prince Sheikh Jasem 
Ben Hamad. 

In their messages, the 
Arab and foreign leaders 


wished King Hussein con- 
tinued good health and hap- 
piness and praised his sup- 
portive stands on Arab 
causes and his endeavours 
to establish pea» and secu- 
rity in the region and the 
world. 

In London, Queen Eliza- 
beth delegated the Bucking- 
ham Palace chief of proto- 
col to visit the Jordanian 
embassy and convey her 
congratulations and best 
wishes to King Hussein. 

Also Friday, King Hus- 


sein sent a reply to Prime 
Minister AMul Salam 
Majali thanking him for his 
congratulatory message and 
wishing him anti his minis- 
ters continued good health 
and happiness. 

To mark the King’s birth- 
day. the Nablus Charitable 
Society in Zarqa oiganised 
a free medit^ day at 
Shabib Palace Hospital, 
during which 31 specialised 
doctors and general practi- 
tioners provided free med- 
ical check-ups to a number 


of patients, including chil- 
dren, disabled persons, 
orphans, and the elderiy. 

Another medical day was 
organised in S^’a, 
Yemen, where 24 doctors 
provided free medical ser- 
vices to patients through 17 
specialisoi clinics. Jordan- 
ian Ambassador to Yemen 
Fu’ad Bataineh and the 
embassy staff attended the 
inaugui^on of the free 
medical day activities, 
oigani^ to celebrate King 
Hussein’s birthday. 


Delegation to MENA summit leaves today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s 
delegation to the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) Economic Summit 
in Qatar is due to leave for 
Doha today carrying a num- 
ber of projects to be submit- 
ted to the participating gov- 
ernments and bu^ess com- 
munities, according to 
Deputy Prime Minister for 


Development Afiairs and 
Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Jawad 
Anani. 

Dr. Anani, who is leading 
the delegation, told the Ara- 
bic daily Al Dustour Friday 
that he will submit a number 
of Jftrrlanian projects, OS 
well as joint ventures with 
Israel and Arab countries. 


covering water, energy, agri- 
culture, and the telecommu- 
nications and transport sec- 
tors and will seek investors 
to provide financing. 

“Our mission is purely 
economic. We will try to 
market these projects, pre- 
sent Jordan's economic situ- 
ation to the world, and 
obtain the assistance of 


major world firms,” he said. 

Referring to the economic 
restructuring programme 
that Jordan has been pursu- 
ing. Dr. Anani said “we have 
made painful decisions in 
order to reform our national 
economy, but these will 
soon bem fruiL" 

“Jordan is participating in 
the MENA meeting due to 


the Arab League decision 
that left the question of par- 
ticipation open to individual 
Arab countries ” he stated. 

The delegation consists of 
tbe mini sters of planning, 
water and irrigation, and 
industry, trade and supply, 
the governor of the Central 
Bank of Jordan, and other 
concerned officials. 


Brotherhood denies reports of senior members’ resignations 


By Ikreq Ayyoub 
^teciai to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — A Muslim 
Brodierhood spokesperson 
Iriday denied that several 
senior members had subnut- 
ted resignations in protest 
against tte movement's boy- 
cott of the Nov. 4 elections. 

Abdul Majeed ThneibaL 
the head of die movement, 
said no resignations were 
submitted and described 
news reports on this matter as 
‘Twseless." 

Mr. Thneibat told the Jor- 
dan Times that “differences 
and divergent >dews regard- 
ing some issues exist in the 
movemeot. but no resigna- 
tions were submitted. 

“Wffeiences between 
members on some issues is a 
beaUby phenomenon and in 


tbe end, all members wfll 
abide by the final decision.'’ 
Me Thneibat said. 

He added that among tbe 
unsettled issues in the group 
are how to deal with mem- 
bers who were expelled 
because tfa^ ran as candi- 
dates in tbe elections and 
whether to join the Upper 
House of l^amenL 

Last week, tbe Arabic daily 
Al Ra'i reported that severte 
members of tbe Muslim 
Brotherhood Executive 
Counefl submitted their res- 
ignations in (m)test agaiiist 
the decision to boycott the 
elections. 

The daily said those who 
submitted tiieir lesignations 
included Mr. Thneibat. 
Adnan JaljouU, and Abdul 
Raheem Almur. AU are mem- 
bers of the group’s executive 


council. 

Mr. Thneibat said Abdullah 
Akaileh and Ahmad Azay- 
deh, vriio were' expelled fhmi 
tbe group because they ran in 
the elections, no longer repre- 
sent tbe movement and ruled 
outdieirretum. 

Tbe two woo seats in this 
month’s elections. 

Mr. Thneibat, a fonner 
lawyer,r said all Brotheihood 
raemb^ who participated or 
voted in tbe elections will be 
dismissed from die group. 

Emad Abu Diyeh, a mem- 
ber in the seven-member 
executive council, said the 
news about the “alleged res- 
ignations” is part of the gov- 
enunent’s caapaign against 
the ^oi^ for its boycott of 
the elections. 

“Wfe believe that some peo- 
ple in govemroent circles and 


others who cooperate " with 
them are b ehind leaking such 
news to the press to putesh us 
for our dei^ion to boycott 
elections,” Mr. Abu Kyeh 

He said the decision by the 
Press andPu blicatimi Depart- 
ment (PPD) to suspend Al 
Sabeel we^y newsp^iei, 
tbe mouthpiece of the Bt^- 
erfaood, was part of this cam- 
paign against tbe group. 

Abu Diy^ was refer- 
ring to the pro’s letter to Al 
Safcel last Wednesday to 
“adjust its status" to meet die 
requirements of the new 
amendments to the 1993 
Press and Publicati(»s Law. 
Failure means the suqiension 
of the weddy newspEgiei: 

He added that the ^neial 
feeling in the Brotherhood is 
to boycott any partidpatkxi 


in tbe U(^)er House. 

*Tbe on tlus issue is 
almost over, and until now, all 
mdications are that we will 
not take part in the forthcom- 
ing Upper House,” said Mr. 
Abu Diyeh. the aidiiiect of 
the group’s boycott decision. 

The executive council 
includes Me Thneibat, Mr. 
Abu Diyeh, Jamil Abu Baldr, 

■S.*4liTn Balahaf, Adnan 

Jaljouli, Abdul Raheem 
Akour, and Dawood Qojak. 

The 40 membeis of the 
Upper House are appointed 
1^ His Majesty King Hussein 
and are usuaDy known as the 
“King’s CounciL” The Bioih- 
ohood had one representa- 
tive in the former Upper 
House, Abdul Latif Arabiyat. 
dqHiQT secretary general of 
tile Itiainic Action Front 


Third 


nursing 
conference 
to open 
Tuesday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Uni- 
veisior of Jordan Tuesday mD 
open its third intemarinnat 
nursing conference, endded 
“Nursing Towards the Year 
2000." under die patronage of 
Her Majesty Quern Noot 

Ragbda Shukri, dean of the 
CoU^ of Nuisbg at the Uni- 
vershy of Jordan, Edday said 
the two-d^ meeting be 
attended 1^ 520 del^ates 
from Arab, Islamic, and for- 
eign nadons. 

, The conference has the goal 
of helping Jordan pui^ 
modern treads in tbe nurang 
profession and benefit from 
die latea scientific research, 
e nhanc e relations among Jor- 
danian and tntemnrinnal nuis- 
es, and assess the (vofession 
in tbe next three years, accord- 
ing to Ot Shukri. 

She said die nursing profes- 
sion in Jordan received a boost 
with the creation of tbe nurs- 
ing faculty at the University of 
Jbnlan m 1973, adding that 
alcng wid) the vatkxis nurang 
institutes in the IQngdom, the 
fioilty has been graduating a 
number of much-needed nur^ 
es for tile local cmmsuiDSty. 

Tbe conference will cover 
issues pertaining to training 
and modem trends in teach- 
ing. managerneDt, commurniy 
b^d), ai^ odier relevant 
issufis , acconfing to Dt 
Shukri 

Del^aies from the follow- 
ing countdes aie expected to 
participate in the confeteoce: 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar; Syria, 
Iraq, Palestine, Oman, 
Bahrain, Lebanon, the U.S., 
the HiDipinDes, Italy, Pak- 
istan, Soi^ Africa, Iran, Swe- 
den, and Swilzedaod. 

The Universiiy of Jmdan is 
^xmsoing die conferenoe in 
cenjunedon with tbe Jcxdan- 
ian Nurses and Midwives 
Association. 
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4World News 

Vietnamese president 
opens Francophone summit 


HANOI (AFP) — 
Vietnamese President Tran 
Due Luong officially 
opened the Francophone 
summit here Friday stress- 
ing the importance of eco- 
nomic cooperation among 
the 49 member countries 
and regions where French is 
Spoken, 

Speaking in French to del- 
egates from 48 of the 49 
Francophone members, the 
recently elected Vietnamese 
president spoke of coopera- 
tion among Francophone 
countries, especially on the 
economic from. 

‘The theme of this sum- 
mit clearly demonstrates 
solidariw and cooperation 
among Francophone coun- 
tries,'* he said. 

‘This summit opens at a 
time where there is strong 
economic cmnpetidon 
throughout the world as we 
approach the 21st century. 

‘T^ is an opportunity 
for the Francophone coun- 
tries to cooperate with 
countries of Asia and 
ASEAN (Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations) 
members. It must raise the 
role of the Francophone 
community worldwide,” he 
said. 

*The summit expresses 
the desire of countries to 
cooperate with Asian coun- 
tries, a dynamic regicffl 
which however is suffering 
from the difficulties caused 
by the monetary crisis.” 


Prior to delivering his 
opening speech, as the lead- 
ers drew up at the newly- 
renovated Soviet-Style 
Friendship Palace, 

President Tran Due Luong 
greeted each with a wann 
handshake. 

Outside the building the 
flags of the 49 members 
fluttered in a warm breeze. 

The summit is the laigest 
imemadonal gathering 
hosted by Vietnam, and 
marks the crowning 
moment for Vietnam on the 
world's diplomatic stage. 

‘*^etnam has established 
diplomatic relations with 
more than 160 countries, 
and will do everything pos- 
sible to consolidate peace, 
friendship, cooperation nod 
dev’elopment among the 
countries of Southeast Asia 
and of the Francophone 
community worldwide,” 
Nlr. Luong said. 

He acknowledged “certain 
difficulties faced by some 
Francophone countries, 
with instability caused by 
different reasons” and 
called for the “peaceful res- 
olution of the hot points of 
r^onal conflict.” 

There was tight security 
on the streets with police- 
men on many street comets 
directing the city's normally 
chaotic traffic. 

Inside the packed building 
the Vietnamese leader 
opened the event with an 
address to more than 2.000 


delegates. 

He was to be fcrilowed by 
the Benin Pre»dent 
Mathieu Kerekou whose 
countEy hosted the last sum- 
mit in 1995 and French 
President Jacques Chirac. 
Other delegation leaders 
including Chadian Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien were 
also to address the audi- 
ence. 

According to Canadian 
sources. Mr. Chretien is 
expected to push Vietnam. 
Egypt and other 
Francophone countries to 
join in the mtematicHial ban 
on the production and use 
of and-personnel laod- 
mines. 

Speaking in French, 
Vietnamese children wel- 
comed the participants to 
their country and wished 
the summit success. The 
boys, dressed in shins and 
bow-ties, and the girls in 
silk traditional >^etnamese 
trousers and tunics, then 
sang a song in French hail- 
ing friend^p. 

After the mwning open- 
ing ceremony, the ^legates 
were to hold a three-hour 
closed door session. One of 
the main goals of the three- 
day summit will be to 
choose the firat 
Francophone general secre- 
tary, widely tipped to be 
fonzier U.R chief Boutros 
Ghali. 

The gathering of 49 
Francophone was set up 11 


Nawaz Sharif decides to appear 
in court in contempt case 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Paldstani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif has decided 
to appear personally in the 
Supreme Court in a con- 
tempt case stemnung from 
his recent tussle with the 
judiciary, a minister 
announced Friday. 

Mr. Sharif will attend Che 
court Monday to present 
his viewpoint. Minister for 
IztforTnahoo Musfaafaid 
Hussain told reporters. 

He will be the first head 
of government in Paldstan 
to make a personal appear- 
ance in a court duri^ the 
country’s 50-year history. 

The prime minister’s 
decision shows his “l^h 
esteem” for the judiciaiy 
and commitment to Islamic 
tractions and rule of law 
as leader of a “democratic 
force,” Mr. Hussain said. 

Mr. Sharif and 12 others 
have been summoned by 


the Supreme Court to 
explain why contempt pro- 
ceedings should not be 
brought against them. 

A three-judge bench 
headed by Quef Justice 
Sajjad All Shah issued the 
order Wednesday on a ped- 
don filed by Chaudhiy 
Mohammad AkraitL a 
leader of the Supreme 
Court Bar Associadon. 

Mr. Akram has accused 
Mr. Sharif and several of 
his parliameniaiy col- 
leagues of ridiculing the 
judiciary during the row 
with it over appointments 
of judges to the Supreme 
Court. 

Pakistan’s constitution 
empowers the Supreme 
Court to punish any person 
who scandalises it or does 
anything which tends to 
bring dre court or a judge 
into hatred, ridicule or con- 
tempL 


A com’ictioQ can lead to 
disqualification from hold- 
ing a public office. 

The authorities have sub- 
mitted to the court video 
lecorrUngs of a press con- 
ference of the prime minis- 
ter, speeches and inter- 
\dews of MPs and details 
of some cartoons shown on 
television in connection 
vdth the dispute. 

The row between the 
judiciary and the govern- 
ment erupted over Mr. 
Sharifs refusal to imple- 
ment the chief justice's rec- 
ommendations for elevat- 
ing five lugh court judges 
to the Supreme Court 

The crisis was defused on 
OcL 31 when Mr. Sharif 
bowed to the demand and 
notified the appointments, 
after which the chief jus- 
tice expressed his satisfac- 
tion over the outcome. 


U.S., China top list of world’s 
biggest polluters — lEA 


TOKYO (R) — The 
United States, China, 
Russia and Japan pro- 
duce almost half of over- 
all global carbon dioxide 
(C02) emissions, 
according to a survey by 
the Paris-based 

International Energy 
Agency (TEA). 

The United States, 
which tops the rankings 
with 23.7 per cent of 
total C02 emissions in 
1995, produces about 20 
tonnes of C02 per per- 
son annually, it showed. 

The statistics cover 


emissions from fuel 
combustion only. 

China, whose 1.2 bil- 
lion population is rough- 
ly five times that of the 
United States, produced 
about 13.6 per cent of 
global C02 emissions, 
about 2.51 tonnes annu- 
ally on a per capita basis. 

Russia produced about 
7.0 per cent of emissions 
in 1 995, while Japan pro- 
duced 5.2 per cent and 
Germany 4.0 per ceoL 

While many major oil 
producing countries 
ranked low in terms of 


overall emissions, their 
relatively small popula- 
tions made them world 
leaders in per capita 
emissions. 

The United Arab 
Emirates, for example, 
emitted about 30 toimes 
per person in 1995. 

Some 170 countries 
will gather in Kyoto, 
western Japan, next 
month in an effort to 
reach agreement on 
legally binding cuts in 
C02 and other green- 
house gas emissions into 
the next century. 


years at the initiative of for- 
mer French president 
Francois Mitienand. 

The two major no-shows 
were the Cameroon 
President Paul Biya and the 
leader of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, former- 
ly Z^re, Laurent Desire 
. although both had 

sent representatives. 

Vieinamese authorities 
said Friday that the only 
member who bad not offi- 
cially confirmed anendance 
was the small Caribbean 
island of Saint Lucia. 

The 48 delegation leaders 
were seated on a flower- 
bedecked stage in front of 
the hall underneath the offi- 
cial logo of the summit, a 
circle of colour sy7n^l54ng 
the five continents repre- 
sented in the gathering. 

Delegates dressed in 
coloui^l African robes 
mingled with those in suits 
and ties. 

France has put up about 
$12 million to ensure the 
summit is a success and 
Vietnam has spent millions 
giving the city a facelift, 
building a new conference 
centre and reno^uting the 
colonial-style Opera House 
which will Ik opened 
Saturday night. 

Mr. Chir^ was also to 
hold a series of bilateral 
meetings on the sidelines of 
the summit including with 
Cambodian co-premiers 
Hun Sen and Urig Huot 

Andreotti had 
anti-fnafia 
general 
assassinated, 
court told 

ROME (AFP) — Former 
Italian Prime Minister 
Giulio .Andreotti bad anti- 
Mafia general Adalberxo 
dolla Chiesa murdered In 
1982, a former secret agent 
said at .Mr. Andreotti's trial 
in Palermo for alleged 
mafia links Thursday. 

Gaetano Saya a former 
member of Italian military 
intelligence, said dalla 
Chiesa had been lolled by 
the mafia in Palermo 
because he was in posses- 
sion of the political testa- 
ment of another former 
prime minisrer, Aldo Moro. 

Moio wrote the testa- 
ment, which was highly 
criti^ of Mr. Andreotti. 
during the 55 days he was 
held by the extreme left 
Red Brigades in 1978 
before teing murdered 
afrer Mr. Andreotti's gov- 
ernment refused to negoti- 
ate for his release. 

Only two parts of the tes- : 
lament have come to light, | 
and the complete version, 
which is thought to be | 
politically explosive, is still i 
missing. | 

Mr. Saya said he had I 
been told by the head of 
militaiy intelligence. 
General Giuseppe Santo- 
vito. that dalla Chiesa. who 
had just been named local 
governor in Palermo, 
would be killed because he 
annoyed Mr. Andreotti. 

The fonner secret agent 
was obliged to strip to the 
waist during the court room 
to reveal a tattoo in his 
armpit, as evidence that be 
belonged to a masonic 
organisation. 


Spice Girls booed off stage in Spain 


MADRID (R) — The 
British pop group The 
Spice Girls was booed 
off the stage after per- 
forming at the annual 
Premios Ondas awards 
ceremony in Barcelona. 

The popular ail-girl 
quintet, Britain’s biggest 
music phenomenon since 
the Beatles, angered the 
crowd attending the 
Thursday night gala 
when they at first refused 
to appear. 

A presenter told the 
audience the spice girls 
“won't come on stage 
until the photographers 


leave the room." It was, 
he said, a stipulation of 
their contract. 

That brought loud jeers 
and hisses from a large 
contingent of photogra- 
phers and reporters as 
well as members of the 
crowd, made up of repre- 
sentatives of Spanish 
television, radio, film 
and music. 

After a few minutes of 
backstage negotiations, 
the group stepped out 
from behind the curtains 
to perform and accept 
their award. 

The Spice Girls were 


booed when they took 
the stage and faced 
another round of jeering 
and whistling as they 
left. The Premios Ondas 
are among Spain's most 
prestigious entertain- 
ment awards. 

The Spice Girls, who 
have topped the music 
charts worldwide, have 
had a rocky ride over 
recent weeks. 

They shocked the pop 
industry this week by 
sacking ' the manager 
who took them from 
obscurity to stardom. 
Sales of their second 


album “Spiceworld" 
have got off to a slowish 
start and relations with 
the media have been 
strained. 

Last month. Swedish 
newspapers threatened to 
boycott a news confer- 
ence with them in 
Stockholm, accusing the 
group of trying to con- 
trol their work. They 
said the band had 
demanded access to neg- 
atives of photographs 
taten of them as well as 
the right to use the pic- 
tures. 




Frendi President Jacques Chirac (right) gestures during a bilateral meeting with 
Lebanese Premier Rafik .AI Hariri at the Francophone Summit in Hanoi (Reuter 
photo) 

Pakistan minister lashes 
out at ‘terrorist mafia’ 


SI.VGAPORE (.AFPJ — 
Pakistan's cmnmerce and 
investment minister lashed 
out Friday ai whai he 
called a global “terrorist 
mafia** after fimr L‘.S. oil- 
men were murdered in 
KarachL alarming the 
country's fmeign f^ine.<L& 
community'. 

*'It U a sad incident. I was 
in Pakistan the day before 
yesterday when this inci- 
^nt took place. We ore 
really concerned xis a gov- 
emmenC Mohammad 
Ishaq Dar told a forum 
with foreign correspon- 
dents in Singapore. 

The minister, who w as on 
an inv^tment promotion 
mission here, said that “it's 
a terrorist mafia the world 
over which is playing 
havoc for peacefrit citi- 
zens.** 

Four Houston-based 
executives of U.S. oil com- 
pany Union Texas were 
gunned down in Karachi 
doflg with thdr Pakistani 
driver Wednesday while 
going to their office in a 
four-wheel drive vehicle. 

*The shooting came just 
after a coun found a 


Pakistani. Aimal Konsi. 
guilty of the 1993 killing of 
two CI.A employees. 

Pakistani press reports 
said the ambush was 
claimed bv a previously 
unheard-of group — The 
Aimal Secret .Action 
Committee. “There nas a 
.sort of indication to the 
Americans that they should 
not move without security- 
because of Kansi's convic- 
tion.” the Pakistani minis- 
ter said. 

“But unfortunately these 
deceased people, they w ere 
verv' bold, they didn't both- 
er about a.sking for security 
and they went along on 
their own.” he said. 

He welcomed 

Washington's decision to 
go ahead with a visit this 
weekend by Secretary of 
Stale Madeleine .Albright 
as well as President Bill 
CUttton'< visit, planned for 
early 1998. 

‘The most heartening 
thing wa.s that the company 
who.se employees were 
assassinated ha.s also 
announced that they will 
neither go back nor recall 
any of the 21 employees 


Jordan Times, Saturday, November 15, 399? 

Austria’s 
Klestilto 
seek 2nd 
term as 
president 

VIENNA !Rj — .Austfian 
President Thorns Klestii 
announced Friday th« ^ 
would .sock a second six- 
year term a\ head of stare 

j -.i. »n rhe prestdemial clociiOB 

res dnnng a bilateral meeting w ith 

cophone Summit in Hanoi (Reuter ft5->ear-old cowen- 

ativc said he hoped to win 
■ broiid cross-party support 

-| *1 tor a new mandate in Ok 

^ I Cl O Q largely ceremonial post. 

3 xCLi3XXw*'i3 .Austria would face new- 

chalienges in the ne.xt six 
. years, including its first 

^ O ~f**1 O ~ presidency of the European 

wi III/*]|| Union (E'Ui in the second 

planned enlargement of the 
Konsi. which work in Pakistan on EL' to inclwte neighbour- 

lling of the project.” he said. ing countnes in Central and 

The minister said there Eastern Europe, 

reports was much criticism of a ”I bring not only the nec- 

1 was strong anti-icrrorisi law ess^ health and dciermi- 

L'toiLsIy introduced in .August ‘‘hut nation but al.so a high 

— The the covemment is commit- degree of professional 

.Action ted to have law and order experience ^ initepen- 

was a maintenance at any cost.” dence. Mr. Kle.sijl said in a 

to the Karachi-based busi- staiemenL 

should ness organisations repre- other candi^tes 

ecurity' senrinc overseas compa- . already (^i^ed 

nies have demanded ade- — Richard 

quale protection following “ namb^'am 

^ the murders. Lv^roon with no 

The call WO.S made bv the 

vwere Heide Schimdt. leader of 

'tboth- r \ jAttr*! Liberal Demtx’nitic 

BTuritv ^ Fomm. 

mg on Kii Ms. Schmidt has already 

Oiamber. both caused controversy by 

comed tnclude scores of Western (feclaring that, if elected, 

ion to companies and busings j,ppi.int 

Fsit this houses from the Middle far-right Freedom Party 

ary of East and Japan. ieoderJoerc Haider head of 

ibright Pakistan said Thursday govemmem even if his 
ni Bill slaying wa.s aimed pany became the largest in 

led for sabotaging the Albnghr parl/ament. 

vi.sii. Detectives from elite Austria is now goven^ 
lening .American agencies have by a grand coaKtion 

mpany joined the investigation between the dominaot 

were and the L.S. government Social Democrats of chan- 

also issued a new travel warn- cellor Mktor Kitma and the 

y will ing to Americans living in conservative People's 

recall and intending to travel to Party. The next general 

iloyees Pakistan. election is due in 19^. 



New Zealand’s Peters wants 
skilled migrants, trained locals 


WELLINGTON iR) — 
New Zealand should wel- 
come dulled unmigranis 
but also train its own peo- 
ple, Deputy' Prime Minister 
Winston Peters told a popu- 
lation conference Friday. 

“It’s not the numbers. ii*s 
the quality (of iimni- 
granis),” Mr. Peters told 
reporters after a speech to 
the government-sponsored 
forum, in which be also 
defended his New Zealand 
First party against charges 
that it was anti-immigration. 

**We want migrants who 
bring to tiiis country mueb- 
nee(^ dulls and expertise.” 
Ik said in his speech 

“This conference is not 
designed to slam the door 
on immigration. Nor do we 
seek ro put one migrant 
group ^»ve another.” 

Mr. Peters faced strong 
criticism — but saw Ms 
public support soar — when 
in the .nin up lo last year's 
election be actacked immi- 
grant numbers, questioned 
the number of newcomers 
on welfare, and made com- 
ments seen as critical of 
Asian imnugrants. 

Some media articles 
sought to draw pianillels 
between his views and those 
of far-right Australian 


politician Pauline Hanson, 
but since the formation of 
the coalition gov'enuneni in 
December be has toned 
down fais rhetoric. 

After his speech Friday he 
told reporters he was not 
prepared to commit himself 
on future policy or iimni- 
grant numbers “other than 
to say you’re not going to 
see the floodgates of iinini- 
gration open in New 
Zealand.” 

He also said social policy 
complemented immi^ation 
policy and if skills were 
needed, the training of tens 
of thousands of unemployed 
locals should be considered. 

“You see. if it is people we 
want, then what is wrong 
with our own people?” 

**It's important to recog- 
nise that many New 
Zealanders want us to look 
at our current resources and 
assess our problems first, 
before opening the doors to 
others,” he said 

But his speech also 
echoed some of his 1996 
can^gn statements, say- 
ing the arrival of 200,000 
immigrants in the five years 
to 1996 had pushed housing 
prices up and put pressure 
on inflation, interest rates, 
schools, hospitals and social 


serv'ices. 

“And of course there was 
more racial tension.” he 
said 

In 199S the gov'emmeni 
changed immigration rules 
to slow immigrant Flows, 
including adding an English 
language test 

Asian migration has since 
dropped to a five-year low 
of 13.000 this year, and 
migrant investment flows 
fell from New Zealand dol- 
lars 808 million (S505 mil- 
lion) in 1995-96 to less than 
NZ dollars 200 million. 

Mr. Peters said the rule 
changes had reflected wild 
swings in policy, and the 
government now wanted 
policy stability. 

Mr. Peters, whose New 
Zealand Fust party is the 
junior partner in New 
Zealand's centre-right coali- 
tion. dso said the party 
would decide Sanirtlay 
whether to remain in the 
coalition. 

New Zealand First’s place 
in the coalition has b^n a 
question mark since 
Transport Minister Jenny 
Shiple>' ousted Prime 
Minister Jim Bolger two 
weeks ago as head of the 
conservative National Party, 
the dominant member of the 


coalition. 

Mr. Peters said New 
Zealand FiiM was neither 
ahii-immigrant nor anti- 
humanitarian. he added. 

He said the country need- 
ed highly-skilied immi- 
grants “from rime to rime" 
and anticipated that after the 
conference a policy would 
be drawn up which facilitat- 
ed that, while maintaining a 
commitment to those who 
left (heir countries for 
humanitarian reasons. 

“The challenge is finding 
the right balance,” Mr. 
Peters said. 

Mr. Peters has recently 
criticised the number of 
humanitarian migrants, sug- 
gesting that too many are 
allow^ residence. 

A <^kesman for 
Immigration Minister Max 
Bradford told Reutera there 
were 1.227 humanitarian 
migrants in the past year, 
representing about four per 
cent of the 33,836 

migrants. 

Figures from 1996 
showed that more than a 
third of immigrants came 
from China and Southey 
Asia, with the rest coming 
mainly from Britmn, Soutii 
Africa. India and Pacific 
Islands. 
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Australia under fire over bail laws 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
New South Wales govem- 
meni was under pressure 
Friday vo change bail laws 
after a man held for ques- 
tioning about the mufoers 
of two schoolgirls was 
allowed bail for sex 
offences. 

The bodies of Lauren 
Barry. *14. and Nichole 
0>U^, 16, who disap- 
peared while hitch-hiking 
near their homes in Bega. 


New South Wales, were 
found in bushland across 
the state border in Victoria 
late Wednesday. 

The girls, whom police 
said bad been stabbed to 
death, were last seen on 
OcL 5, when they started to 
walk to a part}'’ at a friend's 
bouse. 

One of two men being 
questioned in connection 
irith the murders had earli- 
er this year been released 


on bail on sexual assault 
charges because the direc- 
tor of public prosecutions 
did not oppose il the state 
opposition said. 

“We are now aware that 
one of the people that's 
helping police is out on 
bail on very serious 
charges and that person's 
Out on bail because the 
DPP didn't oppose iC 
opposition legal affairs 
spokesman John 


Hannaford said. 

Mr. Hannaford said legal 
constraints limited wfiat te 
could say about 
circumstances, but added 
the govemment 
to be sensitive atwit ^ 
matter ' • 

“That will no 
commented on d(^ ^ 
track, when 
are dealt with, but 
why the 

sitivc.” te said. • 
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Senate panel refuses 
Clinton civil rights nominee 


WASHINGTON (Rj — The 
Republican-led Senate Judi- 
ciaiy Committee Thursday 
leje^ Fkesident Bill Clin- 
ton’s choice for the U.S. 
civil rights job, sending his 
name back to the White 
House without talong a vote. 

Oemocraric senators imme- 
diately urged the president to 
send Bill Lann Lee's nominar 
non to the Senate again next 
year or to use his authority to 
give Mr. Lee an interim 
q^xriatmeDt alter Congress 
completes its work for the 
year. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCutry defended the 
bi^y regarded California 
ci^ li^ts lawyer and the 
administration's civil rights 
policies. He refused to specu- 
la 00 whether Mr. C^ton 
would af^int Mr. Lee during 
the congressional recess 
vdiich was to start this week. 

‘The president believes in 
BQI Lann Lee. We have some- 
one who ' fiilly understands 
nilings the court and will 
e^iively administer the law 
00 the books. If this is an i.ssue 
of changing the law on the 
books. Congress should 
address itself to that question 
and not stand in the way of a 
highly qualified nominee," 
Mr. McCuny said. 

Me Lee, 48, won praise 
from both parties at his confir- 
m^ioa bearing last month and 
had seemed beaded for Senate 
approval as assistant U.S. 


attorney general for civil 
rights. 

But conservative Republi- 
cans, among them House of 
Representatives Speaker 
Newt Gingrich, raised objec- 
tions to his advocacy of afiSr- 
mativ'e action to corect dis- 
criminadoiL Democrats 
blocked a committee vote last 
week to give Mr. Lee more 
time to answer the charges. 

“Unfortunately. Mr. Lee 
does not believe in equal 
O|^)orainity for all Americans 
but in equal results for 
groups," committee Chairman 
Orrin Hatch, Utah R^bli- 
can. said. In a statement, Mr. 
Hatch said nine Republicans 
on the panel said they would 
have voted against Mr. Lee. 
The eight Democrats found 
only one Republican willing 
to side with them. Sen. Arien 
Specter of Pennsylvania, but 
needed two. 

Thursday. Democrats used 
committee rules to call for fur- 
ther debate on Mr. Lee and 
effeedvely blocked the com- 
mittee vole. While Mr. Hatch 
accused them of taking the 
final st^ to kill Mr. Lee's 
nomination. Democrats said it 
would give Mr. ClioGon time 
to decide what course be 
should take. 

Attorney General Janet 
Reno said Democrats inevent- 
ed Mr. Lee's defeat in an up- 
cy-down vote of the commit- 
tee. She said any other nomi- 
nee would espouse similar 


viws: *Tf they think I’m 
going to nominate somebody 
who doesn’t believe as 1 do on 
civil rights, they’re going to 
have to wait an awful long 
time," she said. 

If ap^TOved, Mr. Lee would 
be the administration’s highest 
ranking Asian American. 

By sending Mr. Lee's nanw* 
back to Mr. Ginton, the Sen- 
ate avoided a potentially dtvi- 
sKe debate on chdl rights pol- 
icy in the middle of next 
year’s congressional elections. 

Mr. Specter warned his 
Republics colleagues that 
failure to give the fuii .^nati* a 
chance to vote on Mr. Lee 
would have repercussions 
politically. “Because of your 
decision to defeat Mr. lee, it 
will make it harder to elect a 
Republican president in the 
year 2000" he said. 

Civil rights activist Jesse 
Jackson cemfironted Mr. Hatch 
as they left the committee 
room, calling the decision to 
prevent the Lee nomination 
fiom gomg to the fuU Senate 
“an extremely polarising, hos- 
tile acL" 

In a heated exchange, JMr. 
Jackson told Me Hatch: “You 
put your politics over your 
dignity. It is not even your 
own posidoiL" 

Mr. Hatch rqslied: “I think 
you put your politics over 
your dignity in acc usin g peo- 
ple of being racist." 


Resistance general calls for 


voters to judge exiled prince 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — Tlie general in 
Mnce Norodom Ranariddh's resistance anroy 
caDed Friday for Cambodian voters to be the 
judge of the ousted first prime minister, who 
fac^ criminal charges in a military court 

General Nhiek Bun Oihay, who held die rank 
of first deputy chief of staff in the Cambodian 
aimy before he squared off with strongman 
Hun Sen's forces in July, said Prince Ranariddh 
is innocent of chaiges of impoiting weapons 
ill^ially and colluding with die oudawed 
Khmer Rouge. 

“Fly the sake of righteousness and Justice, let 
die Cambodian people judge politicians 
dinxigji their voces in the coming 1998 (elec- 
tion),'' Nhiek Bun Oihay said in a statement 
fa.xed to news agencies in die capital 

'lYince Norodom Ranariddh did not make 
the mistakes that Hun Sen accuses him of," said 
the resistance leader, who is also wanted by the 
court. 


The general was a princ^ figure in peace 
negotiations held earlier this year between the 
prince's FUNQNPEC party and Khmer Rouge 
nominal leader Khieu Sampban. 

The negotiaiicxis were cited by Second Prime 
Minister Hun Sen as a threat to nnrinnal securi- 
ty and a main cause bdiind the July fighting in 
^ coital that Jed to Ranariddh's oustec 

Politicians fled the fighting have been 
assioed by U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
tfaai it is safe for. them to return for elections 
scheduled for May. 

But Hun Sen's insistence tfa^ Prince Ranarid- 
dh fiice trial before be can partidpa^ in the polls 
has stalled talks between the warxmg fbetioos. 

“If Hun Sen and his group really have confi- 
dence in their policies tb^ should not create 
problems for ninoe Ranariddh." Nludt Bun 
Chhay stated “Ibae should not be ariy condi- 
tions to the participation of Prince Ranariddh in 
fiee and fair electiems in 1998." be said 


Drug maker learns desert survival lessons 


LONDON (R) — The sur- 
\'ival secrets of a plant found 
in the American desert could 
open up radical new ways of 
storin g and administering 
drugs. 

Researchers at a British 
company believe the icsunec- 
tioo plant which cim spring 
back to Iffe after up to 100 
years in intense de^ heat 
oBeis clues to keeping unsta- 
ble vaccines without refrigera- 
tors and turning large, hai^o- 
swallow capsules into tiny 
fragments to sprinkle on 
drinks or even inhal e. 

Quadrant Healthcare Pic's 
Dubb research and develop- 
ment (firectcY. Jaap Kampinga, 
carries a desiccaikt specimen 
of the resurrection plant 
around with him in a small 
soap bag. rea^- to qxing out 
on potential corporate partners 
and unsuspecting journalists. 

“Vi^ieD dure is no rain it 
dries out, and when it gets wet 
it goes b^k to being a normal 
plaiC he told Reuters. 

’'Hiis plant has found a way 
of stahitising its bioiuolecules 
— it has to be able to store its 
bioiDolecules fbr months at 
veiy high temperatures." 

dentists discoveted that, 
just before drying out com- 
pletely, the resuiiection plant 
prodiiixs a kind of natural 
sugar, called trehalose. This is 
the same sugar found in dried 
yeast bou^t in supermoritfits. 

The sugars fonn a stable 
^oss within the plant which 
preserves key rot^ules and 
stops them from reacting with 
ihe outside woid and deterio- 
rating. 

“Tidialose has been chosen 
^ nature as the best preserva- 
tive" said Mr. Kampinga. 

Quadrant believes it can use 
tttilblose to stene drug mole- 
cules, stepping them degrad- 
ing. On a foiily simple level 
this could avroid the need to 
keep unstable vaccines and 
chfidren's ther^ieutic syrups 
th nringeraims. and giw 


tablets a longer shelf life in the 
pharmacy. 

More inportandy the tech- 
nique might be us^ to devel- 
op pill forms of biotechnology 
drugs, which use naturally 
occurring and highly unstable 
proteins and peptides to trigger 
natural defences in (he body. 

Because of their instabiUQ', 
most biotech drugs are given 
by injection, w^ch roal^ 
developing drugs for mild 
conditions unrealistic — peo- 
ple usually prefer to take a 
dozen aspirins rather than 
undergo one injection to com- 


eadache. 

dier potential advantage 
lalose is that it can be 
into tiny fragments, 
at makes quadrant 
I is that we can get con- 
release fixYn veiy small 
ss," Mn Kampinga said, 
id this enabled drugs 
d under the skin for 
1 release, such as c an cCT 
mis, to be stored in 
smaller quantities, 
ig pain and discomfbit. 

Irani also hopes to be 
turn drugs into particles 
e the umgue cannot 
them, allowing them to 
okled on to drinks. This 
be attractive fix' chil- 
ind especially for the 
. who may take several 
«ry day and have trou- 
lUowing. . 

being worked onis the 

(f ciejring even fiosr 
uticles, perhaps smaller 
blood cell which could 
straight to die lung via 
s. As well as treating 
ons like lung cancer 
Stic fibrosis directly, ^ 
seen as a very ^ective 
■ getting drugs into die 
tneam fast 

lung is about the size 
arris court," said Mr. 
nga. “Anybody who 

; a ci^rette koo^ bw 

r you can get nicodne 
r blood scream." 
fen’s Astra 


Britain’s Glaxo Wellcome, 
wcxld leaders in respiratocy 
drugs, are already woridng on 
re^rralory projects with 
Quadrant, and in September; 
^ Scherer of the United 
States invested 3.5 million 
pounds ($6 million) in the 
Cambridge-based company as 
part of a odlaboraticxi on oral 
drugs. 

D^loptnem Director 
Kevin BilyaixL who joined 
Quadrant last November fiom 
Zeneca Groiqi Pic, has recent- 
ly returned from a trip to the 
U.S. He said three furdier big- 
league partners could be on 
bo^ in a year’s time, 
when the conqiany hopes to 
have floated on die UK stock 
maikeL 

'niiey believe tins technolo- 
gy is unique and offers them 
some advantages over more 
establisbed technologies.'’ Me 
B ilyaidsaid. 

As weQ as woridng widi 
other cra n p an ies. Quadrant is 
developing its own {ripeline of 
generic di^ using trehalose. 
These include a version of 
Novartis AG’s oegan trans- 
plant rej^OQ drug oeoraL 
wboe patients have to take a 
large capsule every day for the 
rest of their lives. 

It is also developing a ver- 
sion of herpes treatment acy- 
clovir, scrid by Glaxo Well- 
come as zovirax, and of two 
drugs targeted mainly at (he 
eld^y ^ dOtiazem for hyper- 
tension and kaoprofen for 
arthritis. 

One elemoit of Quadrant's 
technology is the to dry 
blood platelets used in transfu- 
sions. Although at early 
stages, Quadmt believes 
iriruel^ that cuiiendy last 
only five days could be dried. 
st(^ for long periods and 
reconstituted for transfusitxL 

The technique could have 
major implirarions in acci- 
or on the battlefield, 
where fiesh blood supplies are 
almost imposable to maintain. 


Yeltsin removes another Kremlin 
official in shifting fortunes of rivals 


MOSCOW (R) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin removed 
a former Russian privatisa- 
tion minister and senior gas 
industry official from his 
current post in the Kremlin 
adminisffadon Fri^y. the 
prudential press service 
said in a statemenL 

A Kremlin spokesman 
declined to give any reason 
for the mm’e or to say 
whethtf the one-sentence 
announcement that Alexan- 
der Kazakov was moving 
“to other work" indicated 
he was being sacked or 
leaving of his own free 
will 

But a leading pro-govern- 
ment legislator said Mr. 
Kazakov was ousted fix* his 
involvement in acmitrover- 
siaJ book deaf involving 
other past and present pri- 
vatisation officials, includ- 


ing First Deputy Prime 
Minister Anatoly Chubais. 

The Kremlin formulation 
was similar to that used last 
week in the sacking 
business tycoon Boris 
Berezovsky from his pMt 
00 the Kremlin Security 
Council and could repre- 
sent another move in the 
shifting formnes of com- 
peting Kremlin factions. 

Mr. Kazakov, who was 
privatisation minister firom 
January to July last year, 
had been first depu^ head 
of the presidential adminis- 
iRition dealing with rela- 
tions with local govem- 
menL 

He remains board chair- 
man and deputy head of 
Gazprom, the national gas 
monopoly formerly headed 
by Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. 


Mr. Yeltsin, who 
launched a major anti-cor- 
ruption campaign this year, 
has criticised state officials 
who risk conflicts of inter- 
est by holding other posts. 

ITAR-TASS news agei^ 
quoted Alexander Shokhin, 
the parliamentary leader of 
the pro-government Our 
Home Is Russia party, say- 
ing in Novgorod that Mr. 
Kazakov’s removal was 
linked to a deal by a num- 
ber of officials, led by Mr. 
Chubais, to publish a book 
on the history of Russian 
privatisation. 

The Communist-led state 
Duma lower house of par- 
liament voted Thursday to 
ask the state prosecutor to 
investigate the deal. 

Mr. Chubais was quoted 
by Interfrix news agency 
Friday saying we would 


“accept any assessment" by 
Mr. Yeltsin of the book deal 
and iLs associated fees. 

Mr. Chubais said he and 
his colleagues were the vic- 
tims of an anack by major 
financial and media inter- 
ests but said they would not 
succeed in changing the 
reforming government’s 
policy of selling assets in 
the best interests of the 
state. 

‘The government will 
never take a decision under 
pressure frrom business- 
men, as long as we live." 
Mr. Chubais said. 

His remarks were clearly 
addressed to Mr. Bere- 
zovsky and other business 
and media magnates who 
backed Mr. Yeltsin’s reelec- 
lion campai^ lust year but 
who have since fallen out 
with Mr. Chubais and 


accuse him of favouring 
one of their business rivals 
in a series of privatisation 
auctions in recent months. 

Mr. Chubais says Mr. 
Berezovsky and others are 
simply annoyed at the end 
of cosy backroom deals 
from which they profited. 

The jockeying for i»si- 
tion around the Kremlin is 
focused, in particular, on 
aitempxs by ri\'a] establish- 
ment groups to secure the 
succession to Mr. Yeltsin in 
the year 2000. 

Mr. Chubais had urged 
Mr. Yeltsin to sack Mr. 
‘Berezovsky from the 
Kremlin. It was not clear 
w*hich, if any, of the com- 
peting factions around the 
Kremlin, had suggested 
Mr. Kazakov's removal. 


Japan reports thaw in N. Korean ties 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan 
reported “sl^lficam 
progress" Friday in its 
efforts to tr^e citizens 
allegedly kldna^d by 
Noi^ Korean agents as the 
two sides ed|^ towards 
resuming talks on estab- 
lishing (fiplomatic ties. 

The Stalinist state denied 
involvement in the kidnap- 
ping of Japanese citizens 
but fix the first time agreed 
to investi^te the matter as 
a “gene^ missing per- 
sons' case," a Japanese 
mission told reporters Bi- 
day. 

It was the latest of sever- 
al signs that North Korea, 
suffering frrtxu severe eco- 
nomic ai^ food crises, was 
keen to imixrove relations 
with its prosperous neigh- 
bour. 

At a news conference in 
Pyongyang, Yoshihiro 
Mori, bead of the Japanese 
delegation, called Nonh 
Korea’s pledge to cooper- 


Minister 
seeks small 
aircraft for 
drought relief 
in eastern 
Indonesia 

JAKARTA (AFP) — Youth 
and Sptxts Minister Hqyono 
Isman has pledged to help 
mobilise govemmeni and pri- 
vate small planes for drought 
relief efifore in Indooeria's 
eastenuDOSt province of Irian 
Jaya. a reptxt said Fri^. 

T wiU consult >nib die 
nunister of communications 
for TVin Otters to be sent 
immedi^ly to ihe worst hit 
(fiought-areas," hfi; Isman 
told the Anrara news agency. 

Mr. Isman also called on 
the privtue sector to lend tiieir 
’T\vio Otters free of charge to 
help leUef efforts in Irian 
Jaya. 

Thick haze from forest fires 
has seriously hankered 
efforte to drop suppli^ of 
food and medicine to isolated 
diought-stiiclten areas and 
the bead of the central Irian 
Jaya's district of Jayawijaya, 
Jos Buas Wmas, said that 
snoaller aircraft have a greater 
chance of reaching them. 

An editorial in the lodooe- 
sxan Observer esrimaied that 
should relief supplies foil to 
reach the drou^t-hit areas 
within two or three weeks at 
least 20 per cent of (he 
90,000 pe^le tbreaieoed by 
the (hou^ might die. 

The prolonged drought has 
mined tbousarxls of hectares 
of oops and made clean 
driokisg water scarce, result- 
ing in a host of illneRSgs. 

The go^’emment has said 
that at least S(X) pec^le had 
died from drought-related 
ewses, although 

istanatiooal relief sounres 
said that the number was 
probably lower. 

Three districts ID the central 
pan of Ilian Jaya have been 
affiicted by tte drought — 
Jayawijaya, Merauke and 
Puncal^ya. 


ate on the case “a signifi- 
cant progress." 

Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashunoto told Mr. Mori 
after his return to Tokyo: 
“It is great progress even if 
‘(the North Koreans) only 
said they would start inves- 
tigating missing people," 
Jiji press news agency 
reported. 

Tol^o suspects 

Pyongyang agents abduct- 
ed at least 10 Japanese 
nationals in the 1970s and 
19S0s to teach its spies 
about Japan's language and 
customs, an accusation that 
Pyongyang angrily denies. 

“It is re^y important for 
us to find out whether these 
Japanese nationals are safe 
and to make their return to 
Japan as soon as possible," 
Mr. Mori told the news 
conference, broadcast on 
Japanese television. 

Mr. Mori al^ handed out 
files on the 10 Japanese to 
North Korean officials. 


according to Jiji Press. 

Aside from the progress 
on the abduction cose, the 
delegation said the Japan- 
ese government would 
cooperate on food aid for 
the Stalinist state if any 
such request comes from 
international organisations. 

The delegation comprises 
members J^ian’s rul- 
ing parry and its allies 
wUch left Pyongyang at 
the end of a four-day mis- 
sion aimed at paving the 
way to the resumption of 
stalled diplomatic normali- 
sation talks. 

Normalisation talks have 
been firozen since Novem- 
ber 1992 when the 
Pyongyang delegation 
walked out after Tol^o 
raised the issue of a miss- 
ing Japanese woman 
believed to have been 
abducted by North Korea. 

Pyon^ang’s official 
mouthpiece, the Korean 
Central News Agency 


(KCNA), carried a state- 
ment saying the two sides: 
“Agreed to e.tercise the 
parlies’ influence to pro- 
mote the reopening" of 
inier-govemmental talks. 

They “shared the view 
that it is necessary to solve 
humanitarian and coopera- 
tion issues between the two 
countries even before the 
normalisation of the bilat- 
eral diplomatic ties," 
KCNA said. 

Warming bilateral rela- 
tions have been highlighted 
by Pyongyang's agreement 
to allow 15 Japanese wives 
of North Koreans to return 
to Japan for a one-u'eek 
visit which ended Friday. 

The women were the first 
to be allowed a brief visit 
home out of about 1.800 
Japanese wives who fol- 
lowed their North Korean 
husbands to the Stalinist 
state and then found they 
were unable to leave. 

At Narita International 


Airport, the weeping fami- 
lies of the Japanese women 
spent (heir last minutes tak- 
ing pictures. One brother at 
the airport said: “This is 
not a separation, but the 
beginning of our family 
reunion." 

The statement reportedly 
said the “Korean side 
expressed the willingness 
to continue allowing Japan- 
ese wives in Korea to visit 
their hometowns." 

To support its denials of 
kidnappings. North Korean 
officios introduced the del- 
egation to a Japanese man 
who went missing 34 years 
ago when he was 14 after 
leaving with two uncles on 
a fishing trip in the Sea of 
Japan in 1963. 

Takeshi Terakoshi. 48. 
told his Japanese visitors 
Thursday night “I’m now a 
politician," referring to his 
position as a labour union 
cadre, according to Kyodo 
news. 
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Never too late for 
dialogue 

THE U.N. Security Council is set to convene 
a gain anH most probably adopt additional mea* 
sures against Iraq in the wake of Baghdad’s 
decision to espel U.S. inspectors. Iraq reacted 
quicldy to Thursday’s council Resolution 1137, 
which imposes additional sanctions against the 
country for refusing to back down on its rejec- 
tion of UiS. participation in the council’s inspec- 
tion missions. It ordered the American inspec- 
tors out of the country. Iraq has pleaded in vain 
for recognition of its complaints and called on 
the council to hear its case and to set a timetable 
for ending the crippling sanctions. Iraq blames 
Washington for &e open-ended sanctions. 
Meanwhile, President Bill Clinton has vowed 
not to allow what he views as Iraq’s “defiance” 
to go unanswered and called for the Security 
Council to bold a meeting for this purpose. It is 
hard to imagine what other punitive measures 
the coundl can enact against the Arab country. 
Both Iraq and the U.S. are now finding them- 
selves propelled by their own actions and reac- 
tions. Wift the U.S. nationals ordered out of 
Iraq and the Security Council pulling out aU the 
inspectors in a show of soUdarity, the stage is set 
for similar developments that may very well cul- 
minate in a renewed armed conflict, which 
might have unforeseen results regionally and 
internationally. 

With no international consensus on how to 
deal with Iraq, support for more military action 
against Baghdad appears to be steadily eroding. 
True, the Security Conncil acted in unison to 
reject Iraq’s disxnissal of U.S. nationals on its 
soil. But will the council members, especially 
France, Russia and China, go as far as support- 
ing - mititaiy action? 

Many voices in this region and in the world at 
large, including His Majesty Hussein and 
Crown Prince Hassan, have been calling for dia- 
l(^e, not a confrontation, to defiise the stand- 
o£ While calling on Iraq to cooperate fbUy with 
the council, the King has called for a political 
settlement of the conflict Prince Hassan has also 
spoken out against additional sanctions on Iraq. 
Durii^ his talks with visi ting Canadian Foreign 
Minister Lloyd Axworthy Wednesday, £e 
Regent rejected both the sanctions and notary 
action because of their dire effects on the Iraqi 
people. The Arab League also spoke against 
more sanctions or military strikes. It is clear 
that the Arab World in general is not snpportive 
of a fresh round of pnnitive measures. The inter- 
national communis also does not appear to be 
united in support of new actions against Iraq. 

In its list ^ demands put before the U.N., 
Bagdad did not categorically reject the involve- 
ment of U.S. nationals in the inspection unit bnt 
called^ instead for an end of what it calls 
American hegemony over the whole mission. 
There Is then plen^ of room for reconciling the 
two positions provided there is enoo^ goodwill 
and statesmai^hip. 

ARABIC PR]^S commentaries" 

A1 Ra’i’s Ibrahim Absi said that following seven 
years of deprivation and sanedons during which hun- 
dreds of thousands of its people died, Itaq has the right 
to raise its voice and ask why and unul when should the 
Iraqi people endure the injustice. The Itaqi people have 
the right to demand an end to the persecution and slow 
death, and demand that a time^le be worked out 
accordingly, said the writer. At the same time the Iraqi 
leadership has the right to demand that ±e U.N. inspec- 
tion teams end their mission after having destroyed all 
of Iraq's weapons of mass destruction and after the 
Iraqi nation complied with all the U resolutions, the 
writer said. The Iraqis have the right to make such 
demands, and the world should listen. Absi said. He 
said that if the U.N. Securi^ Council decides to allow 
major powers to launch an attack on Iraq, the result will 
be grave, not only for the Ii^i people whose suffering 
will mount, but aLco for the U.N. as a worid organisa- 
tion which will lose its credibility for allowing major 
powers to cany out aggression on an impoverished and 
starving nation. 

AI Dustour’s Yasser Zaatreh urged Jordan's wealthy 
to follow the e^tample of the rich in other nations in 
coming to the help of the poor through donations and 
ihrou^ initia^g projects for the benefit of the needy. 
The writer said that while the rich get richer in Jordan 
the poor get poorer, and the middle class is ^ing elim- 
inated due to the unfair distribution of wealth and the 
indifference shown by the rich towards the poor. The 
writer said the majority of the rich lose no dme in 
showing off their wealth, spending lavishly, and driving 
luxury cars. But they lose no money in contributing to 
charitable organisations which try to help the poor and 
the destitute. for a humanitarian act on the pan 
of Jordan's wealthy community of whom, according to 
a recent statistical report 6,(^ are millionaires, the 
writer said these privileged people ought to follow the 
example of the rich in other nadons where their contri- 
buiions have helped to erase poverty rather than leave 
the job for the state which can barely find funds for the 
country's development schemes. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Ending the sanctions takes moral courage 


IT H.AS always been ciystai clear to us in Jordan that the 
imemaiional sanctions slapped on Iraq for its iiwasion of 
Kuwait in 1990 are not going to end. nor are they meant to. 
They make up a \try convenient weapon with which the 
U.S. seeks, not only to eliminate the military poiemial of an 
Arab country that threateas its protege in the region. Israel, 
but also sei^e as a scarecrow lo help advance the interests 
of the .American defence establishment. Regretfully for all 
of us in the Arab World, the Iraqi regime offered itself up 
on a silver planer to the U.S. when it sent its tanks rolling 
across the border to Kuwait in one of the worst episodes in 
.Arab hisioiy. And, since rfien, we have been witness to 
stages of the some game being played out but with the U.S. 
changing the rules and distancing the goalpost ev^' dme 
Iraq crossed the half-field mark, making it impossible for 
Bagdad to even see where it was going. 

'ne latest stand-off in the crisis between Bagt^d and. 
ostensibly, the United Nations Security Council, is no dif- 
ferent either. It is defimiely another exten-sion of the same 
game in which none but the U.S. maintains the monopoly of 
victory by virtue of its being the sole superpower today. 

The Iraqi declarauons and actions that we hear and see 
represent a determinadon not to allow the game to contin- 
ue. at least not under the rules set by the U.S.. which indeed 
captains Baghdad's rival team but also claims to be a neu- 
tral referee who hides behind the name of the U.N. It is 
highly possible that the Iraqi frustration cn er the never-end- 
ing saga of U.N. inspecdons of its arsenal and its ability to 
pi^uce weapons has crossed the point of no- re turn, and 
Baghdad mi^i have decided to take a make-or-break stand 
to force the hand of the intemadonal community. 


The statements by Iraqi DepuN Prime .Minister 
Tareq Aziz, the diplomatic spokesman of President Saddam 
Hussein, have made so much clear. The undertone of what 
the U.S. describes as Iraqi defiance of the will of the inter- 
national conununi^' is definitely an appeal to the world 
conscience to step in and cal! off the game. 

While we can understand fbui not appreciate) Ihe motiva- 
tioDS of the U.S., wbeiber in terms of keeping Iraq a.s a 
caged lion to scare the Gulf states into buMns tens of bil- 
lions of dollars worth of obsolete weapons disguised as 
advanced defence equipment or as an ace to deal in the 
event of a conftomation with Iran, we are puzzled, indeed, 
bewildered by d« behaviour of other players in the interna- 
tional scene, patticularfy the U.N. Sourity Council. Tbe>' 
cannot be oblivious to the reality that continued demonisa- 
don of Iraq senies so purpose other than consolidating 
Washington's political and economic strategies in the 
regioD 2 ik 1 re a^nii ing the self-assumed role of the U.S. as 
the almighty policeman, prosecutor, jury, judge and execu- 
tioner of the world. 

Many voices were heard during the run-up to the Gulf 
war. here in the .Ai^ World and elsewhere in the develop- 
ing world, warning the so-called European allies of the U.S. 
r^ainst jumping onto the Washington-led military band- 
wagon tmleashing its might on Iraq. No one listened. Sure 
enough, they find themselves largely under the merev of the 
U.S. or U.5. proxies today when it come.s lo the iniema- 
lional oil ma^t not to mention being edged out of mulii- 
billioD dollar arms deals with the Gulf states. 

Quite obviously, they have yet to learn their lesson; in all 
probability, by the time they do realise their folly and move 


to correct it. it might be ich> Unc lor !c^^ of -ihinisands of 

innocent Iraqi civilians. . . , l 

Tnc reports that wc have been hearing about Iraq having 
developed a ">iuitca.sc bomb" and deaJi> biologic^ 
weapons, with crop«-dusiefs thrown into the bargain as 
delivery means for such arms, are diffieult beueve, that w 
to say the least. .Any casual ohsensr w^lh an acceptable 
level of intelligence can only realise that the Iraqis ore much 
loo preoccupied with tmcmal probiems to bother widi 
dcveiopinc new weaptms. which they know very well can- 
not escape L'nclc Sam's alert and watchful eyes which take 
note of the movement of a tree branch in Iraq today. But let 
U.S not forset that they could very well be the port of the 
build-up to a scenario where the U.S. lobs a few more cruise 
or Tomahawk missiles or the latest fmm its arsenal — at 
Iraq. .After all. Iraq has not been punched in the last couple 
of years, and perhaps ii is lime Washington reminded the 
world who’s boss. 

But that is not going to solve the problem either. What the 
intemuiionjl communiiy needs loday is enough mcval 
courage to stand up and accept the Iraqi challenge to <^)en 
a frank and no-non.scn.se dialogue a.s to whni is c.vpccicd of 
Baghdad in order to arrive at an end to the crippling sanc- 
tions. Vague siaicmenis about U.N. Security Council reso- 
lutions are simply not enough. Clear lines should be drawn 
and .stringent, permanent rules should be s;t s^> that Iraq 
knows where it is headed and when and where the light at 
the end of the tunnel is. That is where the Europeans come 
into play. But then again, can we. in oil sincerity, expect the 
Europeans to stand up and say enough is enough? 
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A matter of extradition 


From Donald Neff 

in Viashinston 

THE UNTHINKABLE is happening m 
Congress. Some represeoiadves are accudly 
talking out loud al^t cutdng aid to Israel. 
The reason is not that Israel ignores U.5. 
advice, violates its Oslo comimtments. 
thumbs its nose at U.N. resolutions or contin- 
ues a cruel military occupation. It was m^nly 
because of Israel's adamant refusal to extra- 
dite a Jew'ish American teenager who fled 
there after becoming wanted over a grisly 
munter in a Washington suburb. Israel's lack 
of cooperation caused a firestorm and ended 
up shrralng that pressure from Washingtoo 
does wori: when the U.S. is serious. 

Congress, the State Department and the 
C^partmem of Justice all quickly became 
Involved, with a powerful Congressman 
threatening to reduce Israel's S3bn in offidal 
aid and demanding that the secretary of state 
personally mtervene. That sent a signal thiu 
caught Israel's anention. 

The Israelis quickly tried to pacify 
Republican Representative Bob LMogston 
ftom Louisiana, a former federal pro.secutor. 
He declared: **We can’t have alleged awfiil 
murderera oil of a sudden committing outra- 
geous acts and fleeing to any country, let 
alone Israel." adding ominously: *'We have to 
consider the foimgn aid bill in the next few 
days, and it's my expectation and hope that 
this will no longer te a problem be«rause I 
expect to see Mr. Sbeinbein (the suspect) back 
here in the United States as soon as possible 


to face the charges against him." 

Within hours of lus ihieai on Ocl 1. the 
Israeli justice minister telephoned an aide to 
Uvingston. and the Israeli ambassador to the 
Unit^ States rushed to Capitol Hill to calm 
him down. At the same time. Israel announced 
that its opposidoD to extradition was not as 
firm as stated at first and that It was studying 
the issue. On Ocl S. Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu sent a letter to 
Secretary of State .Albright promising cooper- 
ation. 

But still the Israelis delayed, arguing that 
because the suspect’s faih^. Sol Sheinbein. 
was bom in Israel, he is an Israeli citizen and 
therefore so is his son. Samuel. Israeli citi- 
zens cannot be extradited for crimes commit- 
ted outside Israel under a law passed in the 
1970s. The U.S. sent 390 documents related 
to Sol Sheinbein showing be had been a U.S. 
resident since 1950 and had never attempted 
to letum to Israel. State Deportment 
spokesman James Rubin said on OcL 8: "We 
want to see Mr. [Samuel] Sheinbein face jus- 
tice in the United States, and we have made 
that view very clear to the Israeli govern- 
ment" On OcL 17 an Israeli court ruled that 
the suspect would be held for at least 10 more 
days to give officials more time to study the 
citizenship issue. 

Finally, on Ocl 19, Israel's anomey-general 
interv'ened and declared in an official state- 
menL "After a careful examination of the mat- 
ter of citizenship, the position of the ministry 
of justice is that Sheinbein is not an Israeli cit- 
izen." Israel had taken its time, but under the 


combined U.S. pressure it gave in. a lesson 
that is not likely to be lost on the Palestinians. 

Sheinbein is 17 and has never lived in Israel 
and speaks no Hebrew. He and a second 
youth. .Aaron B. .Needle. 17, have been 
charged with murdering .Alfredo Enrique 
Tello Jr,. 19. for reasons unknown. Tello's 
body was found without arms or legs and 
severely burned on Sept. IS in Montgomery 
County. Maryland. Sheinbein fled to Israel 
shortly afterwards. Police said that near the 
body they found an electric saw used to dis- 
member the body and indications that 
Sheinbein had bought the saw. .A trail of blood 
drops was discovered along a wooded path 
that leads ftom Sheinbein's home to the 
empty house where the body was found. 

Dividing the U.S. aid kitty 

Congre.ssional talk of withholding aid to 
Israel seems to be spreading, how-ever belat- 
edly. It has also cropped up over another 
issue. Republican Representative Sonny 
t^lahan of .Alabama, w ho is chairman of the 
HoiLse appropriations subcommittee and not 
at all hapjiy about the Sheinbein e.\tTadition, 
said on Ocl IS that his panel was withholding 
consideration of S75m in economic assistance 
to Israel "until such time as we can resolve 
how Middle East funding is going to be divid- 
ed." His committee ov*ersees foreign aid. 

The delay is mainly over the source of 
S200m in aid promised to Jordan. While both 
Israel and Egypt have agreed that part of the 
sum could be deducted from their annual aid 


allotmenL no figures have been specified and 
there is an argument going on about how 
much the two countrie.s and the U.S. should 
contribute. Callahan .said he is determined that 
the ov erall aid package to the .Middle East will 
not be increased. 

Since 19S5. Israel has been receiving annu- 
al aid to S3bn and Egypt S2.2bn. all in the 
form of non-repayaWe grants. For Israel, there 
is also an additional array of special fiinds that 
is .so large that it practically amounts to an 
alternative aid programme. 

In 1996. these funds for Israel amounted to 
S2.505..300.000 in extra commitments, 
including $2bn in loan guarantees. By catego- 
ry. the extra aid included such disparate 
sources a.s S93..5m from the State Depairment. 
including SSOm for refitgee resettlement and 
SlOm for Israel's foreign aid ptogramme: 
S242.3m from the Pentagon, including 
S56.3m for "coumer-tertorism training and 
equipment:" SI 7m from the Immigration and 
Naturalisation Service for night vision equip- 
ment: and S2.5m from the Department of 
Commerce for science and technology coop- 
eration. 

Total U.S. aid to Israel from 1948 through 
fiscal !^. including S8bn in loan guaran- 
tees. was S77.726bn — far exceeding the 
S13bn commined to resuirecting Western 
Europe under the Marshall Plan at the end of 
World War II. 

Middle East Intermtional 


U.N.-lraq stand-off takes news spotlight 


TAKING THE lead in headlines in the 
Arabic dailies last w^k were ±e situ- 
ation between Iraq the U.N.. the 
peace i^ocess and domestic issues. 

Fahed Fanek, a writer for Al Ra'i. 
said that in light of the U.S. threats to 
Iraq, the Arab Nation ought to raise its 
voice loud and clear against any form 
of aggression on the Ii^i people. The 
Arabs should transcend their differ- 
ences and unite their r anks in the face 
of the U.S. onslau^c which is in real- 
ity directed against the entire Arab 
Nation, said die writer. Arabs 
should take a more realistic step and 
counter the American threats by open- 
ing their borders wide with Iraq and 
end the sanctions on the Iraqi people. 
Fanek said. He said the sanctions 
imposed on Iraq in 1990 should end 
since Iraq has fldly complied with all 
the Ui<T. resolutions. 

Al Arab Al Yawm's Saleh Qallab 
said Arab countries are expected to 
issue statements of condemnation 
against the U.S. threats directed at Iraq 
but no practical steps are expected to 
help end the sanctions imposed on its 
people. As long as the Arabs are taking 
no practical steps to alleviate the suf- 
fering of the Ii^i nation, as long as 
some of the Arabs are in reality con- 
spiring a gains t Iraq and as long as the 
Arabs are not united in their stand, 
there will be no relief to the Iraqi peo- 
ple. Qallab said. Though we support 
the people against this American 
aggression, we al^ hope that the Ir^i 
leadership will change its stance witii 
regard to the UJV. inspections in order 
to aven further attacks, more suffering 
and more deprivation." said the writer. 
A compromise in this latest crisis is 
needed because neither the U.N. nor 
the Iraqi leadership would like to see 
the situation deteriorate ftirther. 

Tareq Masarweh of Al Rai' said the 
U.S. is unlikely to launch a new war on 
Iraq because it lacks the Arab money 
that was available to it in 1990. The 
U.S. cannot change anything on the 
political ground ihrou^ a 
strike on Iraq despite the fact tiiat its 
rockets can destroy many of Iraq's 
installations, said the writer. 
Fuithennore. it has to be stressed that 


REVIEWED BY 
ELU NASRALLAH 

the Iraqis who have endured the sanc- 
tions for the past seven years are not 
expected to be ^ected by new sanc- 
tions imposed on them as they are bet- 
ter off without the U.N. inspection 
teams whose task was only mmed at 
humiliating the Arab people. 
Masarweh said. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, also of Al Ra'i, 
addressed the peace process in light of 
the latest round of Ralestinian-Israeli 
negotiations held in the U.S. 
NetanyaJiu's total disregard of the 
peace process and his government's 
adamant stand against the implemen- 
tation of the Oslo accords prompted 
Palestine leader Yasser Arafat to 
announce even before the latest nego- 
tiations that he expects nothing from 
the talks which be described as a waste 
of time and an effoxr, Rimawi said. 
What Neianyahhu is interested in, said 
the writei; is to exp^d Israel’s settle- 
ment programmes in the Arab lands 
and to sa^fy the small right-wing par- 
ties in his govemment that he had 
promised he would build more settle- 
ments and scrap the Oslo agreements. 
In light of these ciicumstances. said 
the writer, the PulestiniaDS should stop 
the negotiations with Israel, unify their 
r anks in confronting the Israelis by ail 
political and other means. 

At Al Arab Al Yawm Marwan Hazin 

TREWEEK 
IN PRINT 

said the peace process is not dead- 
locked lut de^ assassinated by 
Israel's present govemmenL By 
imposing collective punishment on the 
Palestinians, by retaining thousands of 
Palestinian prisoners in its jails, by 
building more settlements on Arab 
lands and by refusing to redeplc^ 
forces in the West Bank. Israel is 
telling the whole world that it is not 


interested in making peace with the 
Arabs or giving the Pdestinians their 
le gitimat e rights. There is nothing left 
for the Arabs to discuss with the 
Israelis as long as they are determined 
to refuse to give the Arabs any rights 
and there is no need for the Palestinian 
leadership to pursue further talks at 
any level with an Israeli government 
intent on perpetuating its expansion 
and occupation of Arab lands, he said. 

Commenting on the outcome of the 
parliamentary elections. Oreib Rjntawi 
of A] Dustour criticised the present 
systern which allows a meagre margin 
of Jordanians of Palestinian origin to 
be elated in ParliamenL Whereas 10 to 
15 per cent of the 12th Parliament rep- 
resented this large sector of the 
Jordanian people, ffiose elected to the 
13th Parliament are much fewer, said 
the writer. He said such a situation can 
only irause ftusiration among the pub- 
lic. The writer said there is no logic in 
the present "unrealistic and unbal- 
anced system which ignores this major 
pan of the Jordanian public." He said 
peihaps the government justifies this 
simation by saying that tiie Palestine 
question has not yet been settled and 
because tiie govemment wants to give 
attention to less developed regions of 
the Kingdom. 

Mohammad Daoud a writer for Al 
Al Dustour praised the efforts of the 
National Population Commission for 
its endeavours to control the growth of 
po{7ulation especially in rural 
regions. As the gap between popula- 
tion growth and economic grou^ is 
widening there is real need for practi- 
cal steps to deal with the problem of 
high birth rates especially among poor 
families, said the writer. It Is gratify- 
ing to see more and more Jordanian 
f^iiiies beginning to realise the need 
for family planning and birth spacing 
not only to control rampant population 
growth but also to safeguard the moth- 
ers’ health, he said. The writer said the 
National Population Commission and 
the health officials at the mother and 
child care centres are to be commend- 
ed for their great task of helping 
Jordanians to adopt family planning 
programmes. 


LETTERS 

Beware the backlaish 


To the Editor: 

THE LATEST incident in the battle between 
Washington and Baghdad should be viewed from a 
historical perspective. When U.S. planes bombed the 
Iraqi cities, they took care to completely destroy the 
civilian infrastructure in contravention of the rules of 
war. This was admitted by Washington in language 
that would have made George Orwelf blush. 

American planes, when they ran out of targets, went 
back to bomb electrical stations, some being Ut 13 
times. The planes also hit veterinary plants, food 
reserv'es. farms, animals, and anything that mi^t help 
the Iraqi people survive. Meanwhile, the American 
people w^re fed the results as squeaky-clean smart 
bomb hits, causing "collateral damage,"' but not hurt- 
ing real people. Jt was not until the war was over that 
they learned of some of the damage. By then, the Iraqi 
people had been demonised to such an extent that to 
the Americans, they no longer qualified as human 
beings. 

I was doing research in the West Bank and Gaza at 
the time, and on my rare trips into West Jerusalem, was 
CKicraged to see all of the T-shirts showing then Israeli 
Premier Shamir battering Saddam. It look^ like 
Israel had single-handedly beaten Iraq. Later, when 
the L.A. Times reported a George Bush speech saying 
to Che American Jewish Congress chat he had done it 
for them, I was not surprised. 

That the Americans are continuing the war by other 
means also does not surprise me. They have a long 
history of doing this, until completely elimin ating the 
targeted peoples. This was a very successftil tactic 
against the .American Indian, and millions died 
because of it. Take out the military powers first, tiien 
you can do what you will with the rest. 

Iraq was defeat^ and should now be reb^nlitated. 
To continue to starve out its people will produce a 
backlash of hate for the whole West. One result tiiat ' 
should not be tolerated is the disunity of the Muslitii ; 
and Arab peoples. There is an old saying: You either 
hang together, or hang separately. Meaning those wIk> 
do not stay together are defeated separately. Histc^ is 
full of those who have disregarded ibis warning, the 
bones of their civilisations resting forever. 

SheUaB-Cas^ 
Riverside Middle East Researdb Froje^ 
Riverside. Gdfibnu* 
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By Paol Brown 

IN ANCIENT times there 
was just one politician 
who fiddled while Rome 
burned. Today, as the 
whole Earth begins to heat 
up and the climate 
changes before our eyes, 
world leaders are reaching 
for their violins in droves. 
Politicians admit that they 
can see the flames — or. 
to put it their way. they 
accept that the scienti.sts" 
warnings about global 
wanning are proving cor- 
rect. Yet their reactions 

continue to be far from 
adequate. 

In the first half of Octo- 
ber. President Bill Clinton 
called a White House con- 
ference to prepare the 
United States public to 
bite the bullet on carbon 
dioxide reductions. The 
World Bank holds a meet- 
ing to try to move govem- 
meots on the issue; and 
the 160 nations which 
signed the Climate 
Change Convention at the 
Earth Summit in 1992 
entered the final round of 
negotiations in Bonn to 
seek action on climate 
change beyond the year 
2000. But even if the most 
far-reaching suggestions 
on the table in Bonn were 
accepted the politicians' 
action is so far behind the 
scientists' demands that a 
series of climatic disasters 
seems almost inevitable. 

The scientists are more 
united in their views than 
ever before. Action is 
needed quickly, they say: 
according to the Intergov- 
ernmental Panel on Cli- 
mate Change, a 60 per 
cent reduction on current 
carbon dioxide emissions 
is urgently required to 
save the world ^om dan- 
gerous climate change.! 

Note the word “danger- 
ous." They point to evi- 
dence (which President 
Clinton has stated several 
dmes.ihai he accepts) that 
^ world is already heat-, 
mg up. currently by O.IC 


warming: The planet’s hottest problem 


a decade; and if the 
process speeds up, then 
nutural systems will not 
be able to adapt. 

In Canada, fir trees are 
already mea.surably dyintz 
back: an indication that 
the vast forests of the 
U.S.. Canada and Russia 
W’il! die in the heat before 
the next generations of 
saplings can establish 
themselves on the cooler 
northern edge of the for- 
est. Another newly detect- 
ed problem — predicted, 
but not expected so soon 
— is the slow'ing down of 
the mighty Gulf Stream 
which warms the we.st of 
the British Isles. This is 
caused by melting ice 
from Greenland, and the 
slow-down threatens 
Britain with more stormy 
and sometimes colder 
winter weather. Sir Robert 
May. the government's 
chief .scientific adviser, 
recently described this 
pro.spect us aw'esonie.2 

The United States is also 
being made aware of the 
urgency of the situation, 
not lea.st because the most 
likely consequence of 
inaction is worldwide 
economic recession. In 
Washington at the World 
Bank conference there 
were dire warnings about 
the effect on the world 
economy of this .year's El 
Nmo weather pattern. 
This is the movement of 
extra w'arm water from 
west to east in the Pacific, 
enough to disrupt trade 
winds and weather pat- 
terns over more than half 
the world. This year’s El 
Nino caused the drought 
which allowed the 
Indonesian fires to bum 
out of control. 

El Nino has also caused 
droughts and storms in 
South America. The 
World Bank conference 
was told that it was jgoing 
to cause economic disrup- 
tion through the Asia 
Pacific region and South 
America for the next 12 to 
IS' months. 


The world in 2050 



Other science published 
recently shows that much 
of the frozen soil that 
underpins Alaska is melt- 
ing. ’The permafrost acts 
os a foundation for roads, 
railways. and oil 
pipelines. It also holds 
together mountains which 
would otherwise crack 
open and cause landslides. 
Temperatures in Alaska 
are rising three times 
faster than in the rest of 
the Arctic. Roads, build- 
ing fouodarions and air- 
port runways built on the 


permafrost are crumbling. 
China is watching anx- 

iously; It has 2,000 miles 
of railways built on the 
edge of the permafrost 

zone, all of which will 

need new foundations. 

The solution is clear: 
Carbon dioxide emissions 
need to be cul with 

urgency and on a global 
level. Carbon dioxide, 
although making up only 
a tiny percentage of air, 
acts as a. barrier to prevent 
beat escaping. Aa with .the 
glass in a. greenhouse, it 


lets in the sunlight and 
prevents the heat getting 
out — hence the “green- 
house effect." There are 
other greenhouse gases, 
such as methane, but car- 
bon dioxide is the single 
most difficult problem 
because it stays in the 
atmosphere for up to 100 
years before being reab- 
sorbed by plants or the 
oceans. All that time it 
adds to the heating up of 
the Earth. 

What makes jt possible 
to set targets for cuts is 


the fact that carbon diox- 
ide production can be 
measured. We know how 
much coal is burned in 
power stations and how 
much petrol goes into 
cars, and each nation's 
extra carbon dioxide can 
be calculated. Hence it is 
easy to pinpoint blame for 
global warming and 
police its control. 

Targets, however, are 
what the world cannot 
currently agree on. The 
European Union, the most 
advanced of the big power 


blocks on climate change, 
has offered a 15 per cent 
reduction in greenhouxe- 
gas emissions by 20)0. In 
October. Japan offered 5 
per cent, but after much 
agonising — because 
Japan hosts the meeting in 
Kyoto, from December 1 
to 10. where 160 heads of 
state are due to sign the 
final deal on climate 
change for the first 20 
years of the next century. 

The Japanese govern- 
ment wani.s the talks to 
succeed, but is facing 
heavy pressure from its 
industry' lobby not to con- 
cede too much. But the 
United States is key to the 
success or failure of these 
deliberation.s. Ai the Earth 
Summit review confer- 
ence in New York in June, 
President Clinton 

promised both legally 
binding targets and 
timetables in Kyoto. So 
far he has been unable to 
deliver, because of the 
powerful industry lobby 
that fears action on global 
warming will pul up taxes 
and cost them business. 
The lobby spent £10 mil- 
lion in six weeks on tele- 
vision advertisements 
which claimed that action 
on global warming would 
mean higher ia.\es and job 
losses. 

China and the other G77 
nations argue that the 
U.S., as the world's 
largest carbon dioxide 
eminer. is, with the rest of 
the industrialised world, 
the main cause of the 
problem. The U.S. has yet 
to offer anything beyond 
the turn of the century, 
and has not kept its previ- 
ous promises to peg car- 
bon dioxide to 1990 levels 
by the year 2000. It is 
already due to overshoot 
the 2000 target by 14 per 
ceni.3 

Yet whatever compro- 
mise is reached, the prob- 
lem will certainly not wait 
for politicians. Dr. Bob 
Wdfion<. director .of -the- 
World -Bank's environ- 


ment department and for- 
mer environment adviser 
in President Clinton's 
administration, put it this 
way; “We are f^i 
approaching the point 
where the Earth’s physical 
and biological systems 
will not be able to meet 
our demand.^ for environ- 
mental goods and services 
on which we depend. 
Nations are already facing 
threats lo their most ba.sic 
development goals." 

This is the World Bank 
speaking, not Greenpeace. 
Another .straw in the wind 
was the appearance in 
London of John Browne, 
chief executive of BP. on 
the same platform as 
Chris Rose, campaigns 
director of Greenpeace, 
ijtr. Browne acl^owl- 
edged that the greenhouse 
effect was real and made 
great play of the fact that 
BP was investing in solar 
power. The company sees 
a business opportunity: 
Two billion people cur- 
rently without electricity 
live in sunny areas. On 
cutting the use of fossil 
fuels he was a little cir- 
cumspect. There was 
plenty of time for that — 
meanwhile the world 
wanted to own cars, dri- 
ven by oil. and they must 
be given that opportunity. 

Still, a deal is almost 
certain to be stitched up. 
World leaders will want to 
hail it as A. historic step 
towards saving the world 
from climate change. But 
if the evidence piling up is 
correct, it certainly will 
not be enough. 

The Guardian 

Sources: 1) The U.N.’s 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change. 1996; 
2 > Sir Robert May’s scien- 
tific report on Climate 
Change to British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, Octo- 
ber 1997; 3) US Depart- 
.ment of Energy, Oct. 
1997. 
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By Christine Lucassen 
Reiuer 

AMSTERDAM — They say that any- 
one can lose their home, but most 
people cannot imagine what it's like 
to live on the streets. 

Dutch voluntary organisation Voila 
wants to put that lighL offering curi- 
ous people a glimpse into the lives of 
Amsterdam’s homeless for 45 
guilders ($23) a turn. 

The ground-breaking scheme, intro- 
duced in February, enables “ordi- 
nary" people to spend one day on the 
streets, with the money raised going 
towards homeless centres and run- 
ning the programme. 

“Social workers and volunteers 
need to know what it’s like to be on 
the other side." .says Reel Krikke. a 
psychotherapist who works as a vol- 
unteer at Voila. 

Berlin has been quick to imitate 
Voila's idea, and New York is plan- 
ning a similar initiative. 

The day starts with a short introduc- 
tion — information on how many 
people live on Amsterdam’s streeLs, 
how they ended up there and how 
they get through each 24 hours. 

Impending on the criteria used, 
there ore between 3,000 and 7,(XX) 
people living rough in the Dutch cap- 
ital, a city of 720,000. 

The number changes with the sea- 
sons. with penniless tourists swelling 
the homeless population in the sum- 
mer but hiking back home once the 
chill wind starts to blow in from the 
North Sea. 

Around 1,720 beds, paid and free, 
are available for those Amster- 
dammers who have nowhere else to 

go- 

Volunteers hand over personal 
belongings once the Voila guinea 
pigs, usually a group of two to six 
people, have digested the basic infor- 
mation, it is time to confront the real- 
ity of life at the maigins of society. 

They band over their keys, money 
and aU other personal belongings and 
set off to find a place to spend the 
night. 

A genuine street person keeps a 
protective eye on the novices and 
offers a few hints. But basically the 
volunteers have to strike out on their 


“Most people don’t have the faintest 
idea what to do or where to go," says 


Ferry Van Veen, who lost his home in 
January. Ferry enjoys his involvement 
in the Voila wallu, which brings him 
into contact with new people. 

He tells the newcomers a place 
nearby offers free cups of tea and 
sometimes advice. 

In a basement room, people of all 
ages, most of them men and many 
neatly dressed, sip tea. Some read, 
others chat or play a game of 
draughts. Many just sit deep in 
thought. 

“It's very, very difficult to find a 


“It's very, very 
difficult to find a 
place to sleep. But 
you don’t need it — 
you don’t get any 
sleep on the street.” 

place to sleep. But you don’t need it 
— you don't get any sleep on the 
streeu" reasoned one young woman. 

One day spent with the homeless is 
not enough to gain a genuine insight, 
she argues. 

“You won’t understand what it’s 
like until you wake up without shoes 
for the umpteenth time." 

Beds taken long before 
mid-day 

Obtaining a free bed in one of Ams- 
terdam's social or religious institu- 
tions is too much of a hassle for her. 

“You have to run from one side of 
the city to the other. 1 don't have time 
for that I have to earn my keep." she 
said, before walking off to get clean 
clothes from the volunteers. 

A man sitting nearby said he man- 
aged to scrape together enough cash 
to share a cheap hotel room with two 
other men. 

“With my unemployment benefit 
and the money I earn selling the Z 
(street magazine). I can just offiord it," 
he said. 

A young Moroccan man revealed 
that he sleeps under the sails of small 
boats on Amsterdam’s canals and har- 
bour. 

At the Salvation Army, where guide 


Ferry collects his mail, the beds are 
taken long before noon. “You have to 
be here much earlier. Before nine 
o'clock," a woman helper said. 

Men con check in until late evening 
at a hostel on the other side of town. 
Women can try their luck at the Sis- 
ters of Charity, she added. 

A determined and well-organised 
person can get up to 18 free nights a 
month in .Amsterdam, moving around 
between the various religious, munic- 
ipal and other hostels. 

“You can pay 20 guilders a night for 
a shelter or go to another city for the 
remainder of the month,’’ says Ferry. , 

Homelessness is no joke, ‘tourists' 
find a day spent outside is tiring and 
long. 

Ferry leads the Voila group from a 
free coffeehouse to a free teahouse, 
sticking to a meticulous schedule. In 
between, there is an opp>ortunjty to 
warm up watching videos in a' big 
department store. 

The Sisters Augusrinessen hand out 
one free sandwich to each novice — 
not enough to ward off creeping cold 
and hunger. Some homeless people 
show the group kindness and tell 
jokes. A w’oman in a church shares 
her cigarettes. 

Sellers of the street’s Z-magazine 
display their backpacks loaded with 
newspapers while the religious miif 
about God. 

Police officers stop for a friendly 
chat. 

At 5 p.m., after seven hours of 
almost solid walking, the bedraggled 
volunteer group is glad to return to 
the Voila centre and reclaim belong- 
ings. 

The homeless-for-a-day discuss 
their experiences. They have discov- 
ered most of those sleeping rough are 
not fools, drunks or thieves. They 
have just had some bad luck. 

The Voila project has been well 
received. Some 200 volunteers have 
spent a day w'alking the streets of 
Amsterdam since February. 

In the early days, most participants 
were journalists. Since then social 
woricers. students and people with a 
persona! interest have joined their 
numbers. 

"There's a lot of interest in the sur- 
vival weekends we intend to sian 
soon. These will give people a better 
impression of what it’s like” wirf 
Voila’s Krikke. 
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¥ari7. reveals latest statistics on inflation, investment deficit and remittances 

Central Bank on the move to deepen financial reform 



By Samir Ghawi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Just as local industry' is 
under pressure to improve quality and 
production standards, so is the finan- 
cial sector also forced to improve effi- 
ciency, the sovemor of the Central 
Bank’of Jordan (CBJ) told the Jordan 
Times Wednesday. He stressed that 
the increasing sophistication and 
globalisation of the financial sector 
are requiring higher competition and 
efficiency. 

“The partnership with the European 
Union and the entry to the World 
Trade Organisation necessitate seri- 
ous efforts to modernise and upgrade 
the banking and financial techni^es 
and services,” Ziad Fariz, the CBJ 
governor, emphasised. 

^ Dr. Fariz said the CBJ is constantly 
urging the banks to upgrade their ser- 
vices and techniques in order to 
develop new financial instruments 
and enhance financial intermediation. 

“Continued modernisation and high 
competitiveness are a must for local 
banks in order to survive in a highly 
sophisticated financial world,” the 
governor assened. 

“The CBJ is also attaching high 
importance to maintaining sound 
monetary policy and prudent banking 
practices.”^ die governor said indicat- 
ing that while the exposure to an 
advanced financial sector holds many 
promising opportunities for our 
domestic banl^, they still would have 
to face serious challenges. 

“Without raising competitiveness, 
we will be overwhelmed by an 
advanced international fmanci^ 
tor,” he stressed. 


sec- 


In this regard. 

Dr. Fariz said the 
CBJ is spearhead- 
ing a drive to 
deepen financial 
reform and 
upgrade the sys- 
tem to a higher 
level of efficiency 
and competitive- 
ness. 

He pointed out 
that the CBJ drive 
to deepen reform 
is a long and con- 
tinuous process 
that requires 
commitment and 
perse\wance over 
many years to 
materialise. 

The develop- 
ment of a pay- 
ment system is a 
major component 
of the financial , 

reform package Ziacf rWZ 
that the CBJ “is 

currently working on in collaboration 
with the banking community. 

He explained that by modernising 
the payment system, banks win 
reduce their costs and be able to dis- 
pense with a great volume of paper- 
work and concentrate more on their 
core activity and on securing better 
deals. 

Dr. Fariz said such modernisation 
will pave the wav for developing a 
capitd market ancf. mainly, the money 
market. He added that 'it will also 
enable banks to enhance their asset- 
liability management. 

“There is no question that develop- 



ing the capital 
market should pro- 
mote Jordan as far 
as foreign invest- 
ment is concerned, 
and should facili- 
tate the implemen- 
tation of indirect 
and efficient mon- 
etaty policy.” Dr. 
Fanz said, adding 
that a modem pay- 
ment system will 
benefit and 

improve all activi- 
ties of Jordan's 
economy. 

The eovernor 
said the CBJ has 
already made 
progress by 

installing an auto- 
mated cheques 
clearing S 3 ’stem 
but, he added, the 
payment system 
project is more 
comprehensive than 


He elaboratea that a modem pay 
ment svstem entails more than simpr 


ipiy 

few 


cheques cleari^. 

n 

installfng and operating a tew 
machines and computers as it requires 
an organisational and legal frame- 
work and clearer settlement rules to 
ensure the smooth functioning of the 
system. 

“Each country has its pavment 
habits and practices and, accordingly, 
the scheme should be tailored to K 
compatible with our economic 
requirements,” Dr. Fariz said. 

He went on to say that the scheme is 
an entire process of change u*hich 


should keep Jordan's economv ai 
pace with the globalisation of the 
world economies'! 

Asked about the late.si economic and 
financial indicators, the CBJ chief 
said that so far this year, and up to the 
month of September, the overall eco- 
nomic and financial outlook is 
promising, with the economic indica- 
tors contmuously moving in the right 
direction. 

Inflation has been strictly brought 
under control and is not expected to 
exceed three per cent tbi.s year. 

liie current account has shown a 
considerable improvement as the 
deficit narrowed trom 3.1 per cent of 
gross domestic product fGDPi in 
1996, to 1 .7 per cent of GDP. 

Impons have dropped by 5.25 per 
cent for the average of the first nine 
months of 1997. compared with the 
same period in 1996. and expons 
hax'e increased bj‘ 7.4 per cent over 
the same period. 

Funhermore. net investment Hows 
more than tripled to a total of S320 
million (January to September 1997) 
compared with Si 00 million over the 
same period in 1996. 

Expatriates* remittances also regis- 
lerea a seven per cent rise to aiJoui 
SI. 3 billion, wnile foreign exchanee 
reserves remain high at a healtfiy 
level of SI. 6 billion. 

Finally, market-based monetary pol- 
icy instruments have become more 
effective, and the reaction of banks 
and other economic activjtie.«; to the 
changes in monetary management has 
beenTmproving. 

Dr. Fariz remarked: “I am sure that 
banks will reflect these changes on 
their intere.si rate structure.” 


Asia crisis to hit U.S., world growth — Greenspan 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Problems in Asia are set 
to dent growth 
in the United 
the world but may not do 
much to alleviate poten- 
tial inflation pressures. 
Federal Reserve (Fed) 
Chairman Alan 

Greenspan said Thurs- 
dav. 

‘*Thcse contagion prob- 
lems could slow down 
overall world economic 
growth. Including our 
own, and the sooner we 
can get them resolved 
±e belter,” Mr. 
Greenspan told U.S. law- 
makers in a hearing on 
the crisis that has swept 
through Southeast Asia. 

“It IS in everybody's 
interest, and es^cialiy 
the interests of tl^ Unit- 
ed States, t^t this weak- 
ness in the Asian eco- 
nomic and financial sys- 
tem be reversed as quick- 
ly as feasible.” the cen- 
tral bank chief added. 

In his appearance 
before the house banking 


committee, Mr. 

Greenspan acknowl- 
edged that the Southeast 
Aslan turmon may 
reduce inflationary pres- 
sures in the United 
States, but insisted that 
the effect will be relative- 
ly minor. 

“The forces that have 
emerged out of the 
Southeast Asian difficul- 
ties are Imparting a disin- 
flationary aspect on the 
United States and others. 
I am not saying that they 
are dominant or over- 
whelming ... they are a 
force but they are not at 
this stage the severe 
dominant force in this 
country.” 

His comments — 
which in laige part mir- 
rored his f&t detailed 
assessment of the crisis 
two weeks ago — had lit- 
tle impact on the nation's 
financial markets. Ana- 
lysts said Mr. 
Greenspan's word had 
done little to soothe 
investors' concerns over 


continued fallout from 
the turmoils in Asia. 

The Dow Jones indus- 
trial average closed the 
day up 86.44 points at 
7,4S7./6 points, erasing 
earlier losses. Bond ma^ 
kets shrugged off the 
remarks. 

Mr. Greenspan added 
that the effect of slower 
growth in Asia on U.$. 
exports to the region 
were also expected to be 
modest 

*To date, the direct 
impact of these develop- 
ments on the American 
economy has been mod- 
est but It can be expected 
not to be negligible,” Mr. 
Greenspan said. 

“Depending on the 
extent of me inevitable 
slowdown in growth in 
this area of the world, the 
growth of our exports 
will tend to be muted.” 

John Lipslty, chief 
economist at Chase Man- 
hattan Bank, forecast in 
separate testimony that 
Asia's financial crisis 


will shave 0.5 to 1.0 per- 
centage point off U.S. 
economic growth next 
year, helping to ease 
inflation fears. 

Economic woe.s in the 
once-booming Southeast 
Asian region have hun 
markets worldwide, trig- 
gering the biggest one- 
day point drop in U.S. 
stoefo on. Ocl.27. 

Helehte'nSd ' market 
volatnity was widely 
seen as having kept Fed 
policy-makers from rai,s- 
mg key U.S. interest 
rates at their latest meet- 
ing on Wednesday 
despite warning signs of 
overheating in the U.S. 
economy. 

Unemployment is at its 
lowest level in 24 years, 
prompung fears that 
wage pressures wjD 
eventually ignite infla- ' 
don, particinarly since 
the economy continues 
to grow at a pace that is 
considered unsustainable 
by most economists. 

Mr. Greenspan, who 


two weeks ago wel- 
comed the stock drop as 
a “salutars- event” that 
may help l:eep the buoy- 
ant' U.S- economy fro’m 
overheating by Orbing 
consumer spending, sug- 
gested the so-called 
“Asian Tigers” were set 
to run into problems after 
experiencific >‘ears of 
exceptionally high 
growth rates. 

“Perfums it was 
inevitable that the 
impressive and rapid 
growth experienced by 
me economies in the 
Asia region would run 
into a temporarx^ slow- 
down or pause,” he said. 

.Adding that there may 
be lightTu the end of the 
tunnel yet. he said: “But 
there is no reason that 
above-average growth in 
countries that are still in 
a position to gain from 
catching up with the pre- 
vailing technology can- 
not persist fora very long 
time.” 

StUL both Mr. 


Greenspan and Deputy 
Trea.suty Secretarx* 
Lawrence Summers, tes- 
ttfving alongside him. 
tofd the committee that it 
was in the United States' 
best interest to provide 
temporary help lor the 
ailing region if and 
where needed. 

They said that the aid 
should be channelled 
through the Imematioal 
Monetary Fund, which 
has already engineered 
multi-billion dollar 
intemaiional bailouts for 
Thailand and for Indone- 
sia. m o of the hardest-hit 
countries. 

Mr. Summers earlier 
.said .Asia's woes were 
unlikely to hurt U.S. 
banks. ’“We do not fore- 
see significant risk to 
United^ States financial 
institutions or to domes- 
tic financial stability as a 
whole as a result of the 
turbulence to dale,” he 
said in remarks that were 
mirrored by Mr. 
Greenspan. 
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ACROSS 

1 Oscar Madison, 
for one 

5Up 

10 Campus area 

14 Accompanied 
by 

15 Audacious 

16 Work technique: 
suit. 

17 Inter — 

18 liirndVekspiaf 

19 Molding 

20 Papers’ 
pickens) 

22 Conceals 

24 Ocean 
movement 

25 Gumbo 

26 Scrdtalk? 

29 More rapid 

33‘— Bkie’loU 

song) 

34 Preclude 

36 Move furtively 

37 Soft mineral 

39 Isaac's mother 

41 Seattle — 
(racehorse) 

42 Root 

44 Hebrew prophet 

46 Comp. pL 

47 Shrew 

49 Wild sheep 

51 Stuntman 
Knievel 

52 Goes astray 

53 Bizet opera 

56 Spreads lavishly 

60 Sandwich 
cookie 

61 Oracular 

63 VIP 

64 l^er off, in a 
way 

65 Wharton O’ 
Head 

66 Hayworth or 
Moreno 

67 Wnnan 

68 St^show 

69 Editor's note 

DOWN 

1 Exchange 

2 Leslie &ron 
film 

3 Of the ear 

4 Hindu way to 
salvation 
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by Vivian 0 

.Coflihs 



I'*' 



5 Condenses 

6 Instant 

7 Word with ward 
and wash 

8 Question 

9 Actor Man 

10 Sienkiewicz 
novel 

11 Egg on 

12 Ripening faOor 

13 Colois 

21 Coil 

23 Mine finds 

25 First name in 
TV 

26 Una^iected 

diawb^ 

27 Souan 
language 

28 Ocean vessel 

29 Kitchen wrap 

30 Warmed the 
engine 

31 Actress 
Verdugo 

32 Committed 
bigamy? 

35 Ire^ 

38 Empty form 


Saturaa/s Puzzle solved: 



0 1997 Trtan MaeSa Stnnctfc Inc. 
At righs itscrvKl 




40 Low-heeled 
Sandal 

43SpUtevart 
45 Pure^Bahl 
48 Musi^ John 
50 Pages 
52 Cream of the 
crop 


53 Draped neddirre 

54 Lo^ity 

55 Comprehend 

56 Red^w^ 

57 Take a powder 

58 Nerve network 

59 Jaasin^rrg 
62 Oklahoma eitv 


Peanuts 
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. By Linda C. BlacL THbun e Services , /me. 
^forecast for SATURDAY'. NOV E.MBER 15, ^ 

ARIES: (Maurti 21 to April 19) It's 
Women get to ask men to do whaiexef OKywm Tb^ 
could be 10 go on a date or any numf^ 

You're an as.xcrtive tyiie anj^A av. ^id 
reason to say exactly what’x on ytw mind. Haw t 
time while you're at it 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20» Don’t talk 

mon^' today, or anything pertaining to it. You cotaqa^^ 
jealou-sy and all sons of difficult situaiH.«is. 
much other; beg you to tell them how you sogtf 
by on w> little, your secrets to uiur>clf. That'Sbe oaB' 
ier ssud than drae. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 f Yi^ arc naiuiaBy 
communicator. You sec it as your duty to sort 
gets all the infonnadon they need. Scmie . 

use information for bargaining chips. So be 
before you .speak. Ir sounds o .simple, doesn't it? . 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 Ui July 2\) 
today arc good for sut^msies. Some of the inJbniiWhy 
going arou^ today is true, and some of it U conagl^'Sji^'; 
rication. !t will be difficult to lell which Is wUeb 
dust settles. Just soak it all up. hut don't believe 
you hear. ' • - 

LEO: (July 22 to Augwst 2 1 ) haxv a wdKrie batetlOffSia^ 
over to your hmise rooight i^y games. uRl eaf jood fcdd 
and goof off. It's Sadie Hawkins Day. This tiife 

one day in the year that wemten ask men to omy tezi,. 
Now it hajqiens all the time. Celcbraze 

VIRGO: ( August 22 to September 22) The mooa is vs 
Gemini today. Gemini and Virgo rraloe sosied^Jitiut& 
spriitual carbonated water. You btStMc asid 
veilous things can happen. Sometimes, thou^^ caa ie 
son of irritating. If somebody's ^ing to get yea s&red up 
for no good reason, simply decHne. 

LIBRA: (S^ember 23 to October 22) Gather tpfiicnds 
and possibly your sweetheart and go socaewhtt fiie. 
there's an amusement park nearly, titaTs a possifaidhy. 
Since you're ail intellectual types, you peekra 
where you can learn, like a museum or an gaHcty. Jose 
don't stay home alone. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 m Noweinber 21) You codd get a 
&w outragemis ;vop<»itions mday. Ke^ yoor sense td* 
humour, as well as your sense of decorum. If you warn to 
go along whh something, gieai if aot^ sanity say do. &ay 
in control, and you'll be & either way. 

SAGITTARIVS: (November 22 to Deoea^ber 21) it's 
Sadie Hawkins day. the ttarthionai time udten women get 
to make ouirageous lequcaos. If you're a woman, you've 
probably thou^ of dozens fry sow. If yos'te a siaa. 
expect a few weird suggestions. Seme will tim and fml- 
fclty. odk»s wUl be cooviomg aix! aiadpitiativcL Igaore the 
latter. 

CAjPRICORN: (December 22 io January efforts 

could lead (o an inoease vo yonraHowan^ QUicfifioos are 
favoureble fer money cbming in. Is it time for a garage 
salt? Pexhaps someone needs a job done. NUoe yourself 
available to the one most likely to pay for your serviccs- 
You don't have to do this foe foe. 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to February 19) You'll be b the 
to get outrageous today. While some people find 
your suggestions amusing, oth^ might get tweaked. Yon 
can probably tell which ^ do what belm you even ask. 
You don't have to inhibit your creativhy, but you should 
use your good sense. 

PIS(^ES: (February 20 to March 20) You'd like to get 
away this weekend, but it looks like peof^ are coming to 
visiL What to do? Well you could posqxne trax'el plans 
until later. Or you could ii>' to do it You do well under 

these conditions, so just relax and enjoy il 

Birthstone November: Topaz Hger's Eye 


the BcflER HALF„ By Glasbergen 



I’m trying to be more careful 
Bbout my fat and cholesterol. 
The meatballs are tangerines.’ 


THAT SCRAMBLED VrORO OMIE 
It byH«vlAnwUantf»a»ilf9ktan 


UnsoanMe these four Jumbles, 
oneletfortoeach square, to form 
four ORfinary words. 
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HICCK 

K ■y' "V’ 
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REKALT 

tl 
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VISTEN 

n 



WHAT TWe 
PJ2UMMS5 ^ 
FAMOUS FOR 




Answmr 


Yteterd^^ 


Now anange lha didsdMi|re4o 
form Ae suiprlse a n ww.aawig’ - 

gasied by tha Mxwa ciratiS 

-•H-sraXDEXESp- 

.AimUes: BASSO MOUNT PARLOR 

AnsMon Why thgofflea worker wore loud ptafdw.lb!l_j , 

stripes -TO LOOK •BUSY' 
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[t. ^ rev/eiv of new s from the Arabic pt^ 

The fixed exchange rate for the dollar 
seen as the real problem for moneychangers 


« ACCORDING TO Sami Nammari. a 
moneychanger. *e real probiem that both- 
ers moneychanging companies is the fixing 
of the doUar's exchange rate aaainsi other 
currencies. Such a fixing, he said, does not 
aJIow the companies to benefit from foreign 
exchange difference and, consequently, sell- 
ing of dollars becomes unfeasible. 

He explained that when the dollar is fixed, 
the moneychanger is obliged to sell the U.S. 
currency at a certain rate of profit which is 
determined and, most often, little. But, 
when tte rale is free, the exchange \-alue 
would rise and, as such, moneychangers can 
benefit from the foreign exchange differ- 
ence. 

Mr. Nammari saw the banks as the main 
and largest competitors for moneychangers 
^ the banks take the biggest portion of pnaf- 
its leaving limited f^fits for moneychang- 
ers through the business of changina citf- 
rencies. 

Other moneychangers said their profit 
margins have been affected as a result of the 
open market policy adopted by the govern- 
ment They point^ out that their acri\ities 
were reduced to changing currencies where- 
as in the past they were dealing in transfers 
and other international business. 

They complained of quick change.^ in the 
laws and regulations of the Central Bank 
and saw the bank's audit of their books as 
being overstated. The moneychangers li s te d 
other problems such as the black market and 
the armed robberies which, though limited, 
creates much tension for them. 

Mohammad Abdul Ragheb, another mon- 
eychanger. said the moneychanging market 
is relatively large but seasonal a.s it become.^ 


REUTERS = 


more active during summer months when 
expainates return and touiism actixity, espe- 
cially from Arab Gulf countries, goes up. 

Mr. Abdul Ra^b said few comparues 
resort to borrowing fiiom banks which usu- 
ally charge high interest rates that negative- 
ly affect moneychanging (^rations. He 
noted that most moneychangers enjoy com- 
fortable financial situations and. if they are 
‘'affected,'* it is because they deposit their 
funds at banks rather than putting them to 
work in buying and selling currencies. 

Ml Nammari indicated that the capital of 
moneychanging companies is not large 
enou^. "With a JD250.000 capital, the 
law requires, operating in the areas of trans- 
fers arid other international businesses is 
unfeasible." he .said. 

The Central Bank has recently issued new 
regidations to organise the moneychanging 
business. These regulations include pur- 
chasing. selling, impcMting, exporting and 
reexporting Jordanian foreign bon- 
knoiK as well as cheques and travellers' 
cheques issued in foreign currencies. Other 
operations allowed were to is.sue transfer for 
tangible purposes and to buy, sell, imptxi 
and expon of valuable metals. 

According to the new regulations money- 
changers can open accounts at bonks abroad 
after obtaining permission from the Central 
Bank and can obtain credit facilities from 
licensed banks after also obtaining 
^)pFo\’al. 

The SO moneychanger companies in Jor- 
dan had an annual JDl.l billion business 
last year as they bought and sold about JD2 
million of currencies each day (A1 Arab A1 
Yawml 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 


14^11/9718:14 


us Dollar 

1.7306 

03901 

13026 

127.05 

13114 

1692.75 

13505 

• ociiieiic 

03778 • - - 

03406 

03102' 

7^ 

03151 

97830 

1.1270 

GB Sterling 

1.6945 2332B 

- 

23756 

21539 

23916 

2869.13 

33046 

€H1%nc . 

'tt7l30 .12339 

33202 

- 

9051 

1J^ 

1206.73 

139.02 

JPYen 

00079 13623 

03640 

1.1035 

- 

1.1105 

1333 

15330 

CA Defter . .. 

O:70K ;L22» 

9.4178 

039S4 

.1.11 

- 

119930 

13817 

rrura 

03006 1.0219 

03482 

0382S 

133434 

03329 

- 

1131 

NLGuUder ' 

dSlI^! S8u6B 

33021 

7139 

K37 

O72S0 

86732 

w 

FR Franc 

0.1726 03986 

0.1017 

24.1878 

».89 

03434 

33.63 

333300 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


US Dollar | 
- • JoRtaB Dinar ' 

13124 

0.7080 

3.7505 

S3973 

03770 

03324 

3.6400 

9.1412 

03032 

03282 

3.6727 

S.1874 

153430 

218737: 

33900 

4.7881 

Saudi Riyal 

03666 

0.1888 

- 

0.1005 

037 

0.0808 

0.98 

409.15 

03039 

SahroinDiiar 
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BRITISHBANE LAUNCHES ITS 7TH ISSUE OF THE GUARANTEED CAPITAL INVESTMENT BOND 


BRmSHBANK announced 
today the launch of its 7th 
Guaranteed Capital Invest- 
ment Bond (GCIB). The Bond 
offers investors the opportuni- 
I ty to share in the gro^ of the 
stock markets while, at the 
same time ddivefing a hi^ 
degree of security over the 
original amount invested. 

John Pascoe. chief executive 
oflicer/Jordan, said. "GCIB 
vn offers a choice between 
"Angio-AinericaD Growth" 
and "Hong Kong Growth." 
The Anglo-American Growth 
I option carries a full 100 per 
cent capital guarantee reassur- 
ing investors that whatever 


amount is invested, they will 
receive the full amount invest- 
ed back at the end of die 
investment period, whatever 
the performance of the stock 
maiket In additiem to the cap- 
ital guarantee, the Anglo- 
American Growth option 
links investment to the perfw- 
manoe of a ‘liaskec*’ c£ the 
U.JC & U.S. stock marifeiK 
comprising equal weightings 
oftbeFTSE 100 and S&P 500 
indices with 85 per cent of die 
growth of the basket Index 
added to the 100 per cent cap- 
ita] guarantee. 

"Alteniaiively, investois can 
choose the Haig Kong 


Growth option whidi carries a 
95 per cent c^tal guarantee 
and links mvestmeot to the 
Hong Kong stock maikeL 
invesuxs will receive 80 per 
cent of the growth of the Hang 
Seng Index added to the 95 
per cetu coital guarantee. 

“Investments will be fa a 
three and a half year fixed 
tenn ?nH ihe minimum invest- 
ment has been maintained at 
U.S.$S.000 fa each option in 
line with previous issues. The 
choice of the stock matket 
liniragiNi ^viu enable investors 
who have purchased previous 
issues of GCIB to further 
diversify their portfolios." 


GCIB VII will be available 
fa a strictly limited period 
comraendng November 15. 
1997 and closing on January 
8. 1998. 

BritishBank is the largest 
and most widely represenied 
iniemational baiik in the Mid- 
dle East with 30 branches 
diroughout the United Arab 
Emirates, Oman, Bahrain, 
Qatar. Jordan, Lebanon, an 
offshore banking unit in 
Bahrain and a repjcsentad\'e 
office in the Palestinian 
Autonomous Area. This 
extensive regiona] coverage is 
enhanced by its fellow HSBC 
associates, The Saudi British 
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Bank and Egyptian British 
Bank. BritishBatik is a princi- 
pal member of the HSBC 
Group since 1959. With more 
than 5,500 offices in 79 coun- 
tries and territories and assets 
of GBP275b tas at June 30, 
1997), the HSBC Group is 
one of the wald's leading 
banking and financial services 
organisations. Other principal 
J members of the Group are 
’ HongkongBank in Asia. Mid- 1 
land Bank in Europe and 
Marine Midland Bank in the 
United States. The head office 
of HSBC Group is in London. 
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World Cup plavoffs 

Italians enjoy home advantage against Russia 


NAPLES (AFP) — Italy turn out 
against Russia here on Saturday 
night for their biggest match since 
losing the 1994 World Cup final to 
Brazil at the Pasadena Rose Bowl. 

Some 71,000 fans will pack the 
San Paulo stadium, which once 
trembled before the footballing 
feats of Diego Maradona, in the 
hope of seeing their team reach the 
1998 World Cup finals. 

The Russians may have nothing to 
lose, but coach Cesare Maldini has 
home advantage, a better tea m and 
'an awav goal firom their 1-1 draw in 
Moscow ready to count double if 
the match finishes 0-0. 

And he is determined to look on 
the bright side. 

“I’m optimistic," he said, just 
before leaving Italy's training base 
in Rome. “I keep telling the team, 
we've got to go out there and play, 
with no regrets and no second 
thoughts. 

“The squad are all fit and avail- 
able. and now I just have to calmly 
choose who to use." 

Most of the betting is that he will 
opt for a more conservative 5-3-2 
formadon. headed by Lazio centre- 
forward Pierluigi Casiraghi, chaper- 


oned bv one of two creative players 

Chelsea’s Gianfranco Zola or 

Alessandro Del Kero of Juvennis. 

No surprises are expected, though, 
in midfield. Dino Bag^o, Roberto 
Di Manco and Demeirio Alberdm, 
who is currently shaking off a bad 
sore throat, have all been pencilled 
in. 

Skipper Paolo MaldinL who needs 
to shake off the lasting effects of an 
{iplflp injury, will take the left flank 
in defence, Gianluca Pesolio gets 
the right flank, while Ciro Ferrara 
and Alessandro Cannavaro — who 
were both bom and bred in this ci^, 
and who used to play for Napoli — 
will be the central defenders. 

Maldini’s AC Milan twimnaie. 
Alessandro Costacurta, will stand 
between the back four and Juventus 
goalkeeper Angelo Peruzzi. 

“5-3-2 and 44-2 are just numbers, 
which some people understand and 
others don’t,” said Maldini Snr. 
“But in the end, football is simple 
stuff really, there's nothing you can 
invenL 

“Obviously, Samrday’s is no ordi- 
nary game, we know there’s a gre^ 
deal at stalre.” he added. “Bui I'm in 
no particular ftame of mind. I've 


lived through a lot of times that are 
as intense as this.” 

The coach is certainly counting on 
the crowd, revealing that it was his 
ch(to to play the return leg in a city 
which brought the worid the pizza. 

“It was partly for the climare and 
partly for good luck, because it was 
in Naples that we beat Poland in the 
qualifying campaigru” he said. “I’m 
expecting a lot of support — but 
we'll have to deserve 
"The narional tgam has always 
been given a warm reception there, 
but it's down to us to get pec^le 
excited and to earn their applause.” 
Italy have a good record at the San 
Paolo with 12 win^ five draws and 
just t hr e e defeats in the 20 times 
diey have played here. 

Against that record, though is the 
fact diat Naples also witnessed 
Italy’s exit from the 1990 World 
Cup semi-finals, after a penalty 
shoot-out with Maradona’s 
Argentina. 

Cannavaro, now just turned 24, 
was a ball-boy at the match. 

*The diss^jpoiniment is an indeli- 
ble memory." he said, “even though 
it was tnarift that little bit easier by 
lego’s team who went 


through.” 

This time, however, FIFA have 
introduced a ’golden goal* if the 
score is deadlocked at 1-1, before 
going on to the roulette of a penalty 
shoot-out. 

The rule, used successfully by 
Germany in die Euro 96 final at 
Wembley, ends the match when the 
first goal is scored during extra- 

Maldini was the coach of Italy's 
Under-21 squad when they wm the 
European championships in 1994 in 
France, thanks to a golden goal in 
the final at MonqidlieL 

In fact, there has been only one 
disqipcuntmeni in die run-up to 
Sannday's match — namely thaL to 
the disgust of many Italians, several 
thousand mandi tickets have fallen 
into the hands of touts. 

Cut-price tickets peked at 20.000 
lira (Sll), designed to encourage 
pojaiiar suppm, were already 
changing ban^ for 80.000 lira by 
midweek. 

Resentment here has been fuelled 
by the fact that the proceeds of 
ticket sales are all des- 
tined for Italy’s earthquake victims. 


Irish fired up as they face Belgium 


DUBLIN (AFP) — The Republic 
of Ireland head into Saturday’s 
play-off decider against Belgium 
in Brussels fired up by accusa- 
tions that they are a second-rate 
footballing nation compared to 
their hosts. 

Irish hopes of reaching their 
successive World Cup Finals have 
been all but written off after the 
Belgians outplayed them and 
even out-muscled them — ih the 
l-I draw in Dublin two weeks 


ago. 

Republic 


manager 


Mick 


McCarthy snapped when asked if 
he thought that George Leekens' 
team had made enough chances in 
Dublin to have won the contest at 
a canter. 

He insisted: ‘.Tve looked at the 
tape of the match and really . they 
did not have many clear-cut 
chances. 

“They had a lot of the play and 
are entitled to feel confident on 
Saturday but I won't have it that 
they opened up our defence too 
many times. 

“Apart from their goal, our 
keeper Shay Given made one bril- 
liant save with his right knee 


when two players were through 
on him, but he was never left one 
on one apart from that. 

“Belgium also hit the bar from' 
30 yards but that was a case of 
somebody making an opportunity. 
It wasn’t my goalkeeper being 
left exposed. Some people are 
talking about something that was- 
n't there.” 

McCarthy denied that his play- 
ers are going into the second leg 
already thin^ng they have blown 
their best chance. 

He said: “They are quietly con- 
fident and looking forward to it 
just as I am. I won t let people put 
me under pressure with negative 
thoug)its.” 

McCarthy won't name his team 
untU an hour before the kick off 
but there are signs he could hand 
a third cap to Derby County’s Lee 
Carsley in a holding role between 
defence and midfield to curb 
Belgian star Luc Nilis. 

Former Ireland hero Frank 
Stapleton says the Irish relish the 
role of underdogs and will not 
min d being written off. 

Stapleton, the Republic’s all- 
time leading goalscorer, says: “li 


appears to be a situation where 
Ireland have little chance, but this 
is where they can be at their most 
dangerous. 

“1 know it's going to be difficult 
and I don’t think many people 
are expecting us to go through, 
but 1 remain optimistic. 

“People are saying Roy Keane 
and Denis Irwin are not there and 
Mick has had problems with peo- 
ple pulling out. But I think this is 
when Ireland are at their most 
determined.” 

McCarthy admits he does not 
know how the Belgians, who need 
just a goalless draw in 90 min- 
utes to make their fifth successive 
world cup finals appearance, will 
approach the return. 

He said: “Fve no idea — not a 
clue. Apparently they have injury 
problems but I know the way I’ll 
play and the lads know it too. 
They are happy with it.” 
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* Enjoy the'Dijference 



The meeting place... in Abdoun 

We Are Open 


* Call us a Gourmet Cc^, a Fatissene, a Boulangerie, 
a Glacier, a Chocolatien or even a Pizzeria! 


Operating Hours 
Saturday to Tuesday 10:00 AM - 1 1:00 PM 
Wednesday to Friday 09:00 AM - 1 1:00 PM 

For more information about Cafe De Paris, call us at 
079-33078 For Reservation 
079-33087 For Special Orders 



lUily coach 
slams 
World Cup 
rules 


ROME (.AFP) — Italy 
coach Cesare Maldini 
condemned FIFA's qual- 
ifying system for the 
1998 World Cup finals 
on Thursday, clriming it 
was unfair to have 
Europeans playing-off at 
the expense of countries 
like Jamaica. 

Italy face Russia on 
Saturday in the second 
leg of 'their European 
zone ptoy-off. after the j 
1994 fi^ists finished j 
second behind England 
in Group 2. Three other 
Europesu play-offs are 
also scheduled the same 
day. 

But two dav'S after 
Russian coach Boris 
Ignatiev slammed the | 
system as unjust. 
Maldini added his own 
criticism of world foot- 
ball's ruling body. 

‘The rules are unfair.” 
Maldini said. “It's turn- 
ing out to be a 'mas- 
sacre'. the fact that 
taams wbo finish second 
in their group do not 
qualify automatically. 

“It's out of this world 
the idea that countries 
like Russia or Italy have 
to be left out — in 
favour of Jamaica, or 
similar footballing coun- 
tries.” 

* Jamaica need only a 
draw in Kingston on 
Sunday against Mexico 
to book their first ever 
Wodd Cup place,*ai the 
expense of El Salvador, 
in the CONCACAF 
zone covering Northern 
and Central America and 
the Caribbean. 



Dallas Mavericks Kevin OlUe grimaces as he coflides with PhriatWplua 76ers Scott 
Williams drawing the foul in the first half of play November 13 in Dallas. The 76e« 
beat the Mavericks 99-98 (Reuters photo! 

Iverson’s 31 lead 76ers over Mavs 


D.ALLAS l.AP) — .Allen Iverson scored .M 
points, including a key 3-poimer with 1:37 
left, and the Philadelphia 76ers handed the 
Dallas Mavericks their fourth consecutive 
defeat. 99-98 Thursday nigh(. 

Jerry Stackhouse added 21 points a^ 
connected on a 3-pointer with 2:20 remain- 
ing to give the 76crs the lead for good, ^ 
SS. Iverson’s .Vpoinier from the left wing 
on Philadelphia's next possession extended 
the 7^rs' lead to 93-88. 

Derrick Coleman contributed 25 points 
and 14 reboundls for the 76ers.. 

Shawn Bradley paced the Mavericks with 
20 points and 13 rebounds. 

Wizards 91, Timberwolves 88, OT: In 
Minneapolis. Rod Strickland scored six of 
his 21 points in overtime, redeeming him- 
self for two missed shots at the end of reg- 
ulation. as 'Anshington defeated Minnesota. 

Chris Webber added 22 points and 17 
rebounds for the Wizard.s. while Calbcrt 
Cheaney added 12 points. 

Tom Gugliotta had his worst shooting 
night of the season, going 4-of-23 from the 
field with a season-low 13 points. Kevin 
Gamea bad the first 20-20 night of his 
career, registering 20 points and a career- 
high 20 rebounds. Chris Carr added 18 
points for the wolves. 

Cavaliers 85, Nets 74; In East 
Rutherford, New Jersey. Wesley Person 
scored 20 points, including eigbt during a 
10-0 burst to close the third quarter, as 
Cleveland Cavaliers beat injury-riddled 
New Jersey. 

Zydrunas Ugauskas also scored 20 and 
Brevin Knight added 12 for the Cavs, who 
overcame 26 rebounds by Jayson Williams 
of the Nets. 

Sam Cassell scored 32 points for New 
Jersey, which lost its second in a row fol- 
lowing four straight wins to open the sea- 
son. The Nets had only nine players avail- 
able and lost forward Chris Gatling to a 
sprained right ankle in the third quarter. 

Lakers 109, Spun 100, OT: In San 


Antonio. Shaquille O'Neal scored 34 points 
and Los Angeles extended its season-open- 
ing win stre^ to six games. 

The Lakers erased a 10-poini deficit in the 
fourth quarter and tied tbe game at 96-ail 
with 7.1 seconds left on Nick Van Exel's 
jumper from just inside die 3-poini line. 

Los .Angeles then outscored san Antonin 
13-4 in ovenime as the Spurs struggled to 
get off a shot agiunst the Lakers' 
aggressive Stefence. 

David Robinson bad 27 points and 14 
rebounds for San Antwiio. which fell to 6- 
2 following the matchup of teams with the 
two best records in tbe Western 
Conference. Tim Duncan added 19 points 
and 13 rebounds. 

Bucks 102i, cuppers 94: In Los Angeles. 
Glenn Robinson scored .12 points — his 

Thir d straight game with 30 or mac — and 

ray Allen added 23 as Milwaukee held off 
the Clippers. 

The Bucks c^ned a 21~i»im lead in the 
first half behind the .solid shooting of 
Robinson and Alien, who combined fa 36 
of Milwaukee's first 58 points. 

Lamond Murray scored 25 points for Los 
Angeles, still looking fa its second win of 
the season. The Clippers' fourth home game 
attracted just 4.300 fans to the 16.021 -seat 
sports arena. 

Supersonics 95, Pistons 89: in Seatde, 
Gary Payton had 25 points, nine rebounds 
and nine assists and Vin Baker added 24 
points and 1 1 rebounds as Seattle held on to 
beat DetroiL 

Seattle led S5-73 in the fourth quarter 
before the Pistons rallied with a 16-5 run. 
Lindsey Hunter’s 3-point shot made it 90- 
89 with 2:05 left, but Payton hit two free 
throws with 1 :53 left for a 92-89 lead. 

Aaron f^Kie missed a shot from the cor- 
ner with 45 seconds left and Detlef 
Schrempf made two free throws fa Seattle 
with 24 seconds left to secure the viaory. 

Giant Hill bad 20 points. 12 rebounds and 
five assists for DetroiL 


Full house for Japan-Iran play-olBf 


JOHOR BAHRU (AFP) — 
More dian 22,000 tickets for 
This weekend's World Cup 
play-off here between J^an 
and Iran have been snapped 
up in less than two ^ys, 
guaiantemng a seU-out sta- 
dium, officials said Friday. 

“Soccer fans, many of 
them Japanese from neigh- 
bouring Singapore, have 
snapped up tickets at the 
T Artrfn Stadium here since 
sales staned on 
Wednesday,*’ said an offi- 
cial of Football Association 
of Malaysia (FAM). 

Tickets for the grandstand 


priced at 150 ringgit (S50) 
went within hours of the 
sales booths opening, while 
the 50 ringgit tickets for the 
uncovered terrace were sold 
out on Thursday, he said. 

Despite the sell-out for 
Sunday's crucial match, 
dem and for tickets contin- 
ued, he added. 

FAM assistant secretary 
Yap Nyim Keong was 
re^rted saying th^ both 
Japan and had request- 
ed private training sessions, 
and tight security measures 
would be in place fa both 
teams. 


The Johor Tourists Guides 
Association was reported 
Friday asking for additional 
manpower from its counter- 
parts in Kuala Lumpur and 
southwest Malacca state to 
cope with some 6.CXX) 
J^janese soccer fans. 

The association requested 
more tour guides* to help 
handle 150 tour coaches 
expected from Singepore on 
Sunday, the New Straits 
Times reported. 

“The event is the first ever 
to attract such a large num- 
ber of tourists from a single 
country to Johore,” associa- 


tion chairman Jimmy Leong 
was quoted as saying. 

Leong said the associanoo 
would notify the immigra* 
tions and customs depart- 
ments of the buses arrival so 
adequate manpower would 
be deployed at the check- 
points for speedy clearaiice. 

The winner of the maKi 
qualifies for tbe World Cup, 
while the loser will have to 
play Australia for the ftruitb. 
Asian berth. South 
and Saudi .Arabia have 
already ensured their places 
at France *98. 
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Jane Reno & 
Patrick Broyl ... in 

THE JAGUAR 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Richard Gere & 

Julia Roberts ... in 

PRETTY WOMAN 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 1030 




A 


A. 


NourAI Sharif & 
Layla Alwi.,Jn 

ALMASEER 

(Arabic) 

Winnefinttie1997Canns8festlv9t 


Shows: 1230, 330, 6:00, 
8:15. 10:30 


COKCOSB 


Rowan Atkinson... in 
MR. BEAN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 

eeseens -a- 

SLEEPWALKERS 


ABDOUN 
NourAI Sharif & 
Layla AlwL. in 
ALMASEER 
(Arabic) 

Winner in the 1997 Cannes festival 


y V Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only y V 


Shows: 3:30, 6:00. 
8:15, 10:30 




ABDOUN 


ONE FINE DAY 

Shows: 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 

HERCULES 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5:00 



NOWONDAOJf y-: 
THE GOVERNMENxiS: 
tHESERVIGE i y 
OF PEOPLE 
Starring Hisham 
ondAmal 
For reservaoans oO: 
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Jordan holds Koreans 
L.G. team to 1-1 draw 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The combined team of the 
Kingdom's Premier League teams Friday 
drew 1-1 with South Korea's L.G. Chee- 
tahs team in the match held on the Occa- 
sion of His Majesty King Hussein's birth- 
day. 

Nan Yadaj equalised for Jordan in the 
final minutes of the match in which Jor- 
danian players showed an advanced form 
but lost chances to beat the visiting Kore- 
an team. 

. The 32-member L.G. delegation had 
arrived in Amman Thursday and were 
met by Jordan Football Association iJFA) 
officials. 

Upon arrival a senior L.G. official said 
his company was ready to sponsor a lead- 
ing Premier League club in Jordan. 

The L.G. team which boasts five profes- 
sional players three of which helped the 


Korew national team qualify to the World 
Cup, is currently on a mid-east visit and 
have so far played in Iran winning l-O 
while they drawing 2-2 with Bahrain and 
I-l with Yemen. 

As pan of their preparations to face the 
Koreans, the Jordanian tpjini played two 
matches beating the Royal Guard team 3- 
2 and the Amman Municipality 2-0. 

attending the match enjoyed an 
exhibition by Huh Nam-Jin, a record 
holder in soccer acrobatics in the Guin- 
ness Bc«k of Records. 

The visit by the Korean team came after 
a sponsorship agreement between L.G. 
and JFA the whereby the former agreed to 
sponsor the match and offered T.V, and 
VCR sets to Premier League clubs as well 
as the JFA and the Sports Media Federa- 
tion. 

The L.G. team is a six-time Korean 
champion winning the league in ] 98S. 86, 
89, 90. 93. and 94. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Atkinson made Sheffield 
Wednesday manager 

LONDON (AFPj — Sheffield Wednesday 
chainnan Dave Richards on Friday con- 
firmed that Ron Atkinson was the England 
Premier club's new manager but revealed 
that he was only on a short-term contract 
until the end of the season. Richards 
admitted that Atkinson, who upset 
Wednesday fans when he left the club in 
1991 for Aston Villa, had had regrets about 
the walkout. Richards was a.sked by BBC 
Radio if he was taking a risk bringing back 
Atkinson after ±e storm over bis depar- 
ture. '‘What happened in the past is put 
behind you.” he said. “We all do things at 
times that we possibly regreL 1 have no 
doubts that Ron regrets some of the thing s 
he did. “But be had a love affair with 
Wednesday and we are giving him a sec- 
ond chance.” 


Seeds through in Philly 

PHILADELPHIA (AFP) — Seeded play- 
ers Lindsay Davenport of the Unib^ 
States. Irina Spirlea of Romania and Aran- 
txa Sanches- vicario of Spain all won their 
second-round matches at the WTA event 
here Thursday. Fifth-seed Davenport beat 
Conchita Martinez of Spain 6-3, 6-0. num- 
ber seven Spu-lea saw off Venezuela's 
Maria Alejandra Vento 6-2, 6- 1 and eighth- 
seed Sanchez- Vicario defeated Ai Sugiya- 
ma of Japan 6-1. 7-6 (7/4). In the day's 
final match Germany's Anke Huber beat 
Lisa Raymond of the United States 2-6, 6- 
2, 7-5. 

Barcelona crash at Bilbao 

MADRID (AFP) — Spanish first division 
pacesetters Barcelona had their league 
lead over rivals Real Madrid and Celta 
Vigo cut to a single point Thursday when 
they crashed 3-0 at Athletic Bilbao. Goals 
from Ziganda (40). Alkiza (49) and Urzais 
(70) sunk Barcelona who now have 25 
points from 1 1 matches. It was 
Barcelona's third defeat in a row. They 


were badly beaten 4-0 in the European 
Champions League by Dynamo Kiev and 
went down 2-1 at home to Valladolid in 
their last league match. 

Germany without 
Klinsmann today 

COLOGNE (AFP) — Skipper Juergen 
Klinsmann has withdrawn from Ger- 
many's friendly against South Africa in 
Duesseldorf on Saturday citing lack of fit- 
ness after seven weeks away with tom lig- 
aments in his foot "A game against South 
Africa would be too early for me. I still 
have to catch up ray form in terms of agili- 
ty and coordination,” the 32 year old strik- 
er said. “I am not yet in the right physical 
■condition for an international.” ^ a nomi- 
nated member of Berti Vogts he still trav- 
elled to Duesseldorf on Tuesday, but pri- 
marily to help negotiate ±e players' fees 
for next year’s World Cup finals. The Ger^ 
man FbotbalJ Federation will pay out 33 
milliOD marks if it captures a fourth world 
title, with ipirh player receiving 150.000 
marks — a 25i()00 mark increase on the 
payment Germany's 1990 champions were 
issued. 

Gaal reads riot act 

MADRID (AFP) — • Barcelona's Dutch 
coach Louis Van Gaal has read the riot act 
after a second successive league defeat 
allowed rivals Real Madrid to close the 
gap to one point 'There’s little positive in 
that performance. Some players are not 
accepting their responsibilities,” he said 
after they crashed 3-0 at Athletic Bilbao. 
Barcelona face Celta Vgo, third and also 
just one point behind the leaders, on Sun- 
day. Any more dropped points should 
allow R^ Madrid, who are at home to 
fourtb-from-bottom Valladolid on Mon- 
day. to take over at the top. A defeat would 
al^ increase the pressure coming on Van 
Gaal whose leal^g three-man defence 
experiment has angered fans. 


Singh, 
aged 105, 
sure 
of clean 
sweep 


W^INGTON (R) — 
Joginder Singh is a certain- 
ty to make a clean sweep of 
prizes in the 105-years- 
and-over section at an ath- 
letic meet in New Zealand, 
the New Zealand Press 
Association reported on 
Friday. 

The 105-year-oId Indian 
will compete alone in his 
age group, running, throw- 
ing and jumping in the 
Oceania veteran champi- 
onships in the north island 
town of Hastings in Janu- 
ajy. 

Singh, a Sikh from north- 
ern India, claims the world 
record for the men's 95- 
years-and-over long jump 
of 4.15 metres, which he 
set in 1990. 

His passport, which was 
provided to the organisers 
as proof of age, shows he 
was boro in Patiala on June 
12, 1892, making him the 
oldest of the 500 entrants 
by 20 years. 


13th Arab Chamnions Cu 


Wihdat lose opening match 
to Saudi Arabia’s Ahli Jeddah 


By Aleen Bannayan 
Jonlan Tones Stqff Reporter 

THE KINGDOM'S soccer 
champions Al Wthdat Fri- 
day lost 3-1 to Saudi Ara- 
bia’s Ahli Jeddah in the 
opening match of 13th 
Arab Champions Cup host- 
ed by Al Afriqi Club of 
T unis ia Nov. 14-23. 

Al Wihdat were unim- 
pressive throughout the 
first half which the Saudis 
won 1-0 by a goal from 
Brazilian Seigi ^cardo in 
the 43rd minute. 

The Saudis took a 2-0 
lead through Ibrahim 
Suayd nine minutes into 
the second half which they 
totally dominated until the 
final five minutes when Al 
Wihdat’s Munir Abu Han- 
tash scored his team’s con- 
solation goal. 

Ahli Jeddah's Ricardo 
then scored his second and 
his team's third goal two 
minutes from the end of the 
match as the Saudis set off 
to an impressive start to the 
eight-team championship. 


Al Wihdat are playing in 
Group A alongside Ahli 
Jedd^ Widad Talmasan of 
Algeria and hosts AJ Afriqi. 

G^roup B includes Al 
Safqasi of Tunisia, Egypt’s 
Al Ahli, Kuwait's Kathima, 
and Al Ama'ri of Palestine. 

Playing their third Cham- 
pions Cup, Al Wihdat's 
group is tough, yet the team 
has voiced hope of moving 
to the second round and 
securing an advanced posi- 
tion in the championship 
which has been dominated 
by Saudi and Iraqi teams in 
9 of the past 12 champi- 
onships. 

AI Wihdat, titleholders of 
the Kingdom’s Premier 
League, are in (op form 
after impressive results and 
an unb^ten record in the 
league which they current- 
ly lead halfrvay tlrough. 

They will next be playing 
Talmasan on Sunday and 
Al Afriqi Nov. 18. 

llie top two teams of 
each group will advance to 
the second round which 
starts Nov. 21 and the 


Sampras sends Rafter crashing 


HANOVER (AFP) — Pete 
Sampras imposed his game 
on Patrick Rafter for the 
eighth straight time on Fri- 
day, scoring a 6-4, 6-1 win 
to Imock the Ausialian out 
of semifinal contention at 
the $3.3 million ATP World 
Championship. 

Sampras qualified from 
the R^ round-robin group 
by virtue of his scraighi-sets 
win in one hour. That score- 
line also gave Spain’s Car- 
los Moya the second semi- 
final place from the group. 

Rafter, Moya and Sam- 
pras all finished with 2-1 
records, but the three-time 
holder Sampras and Moya 
earned the places due to 
highest percentage of sets 
and games won respective- 
ly- 

Swede Jonas Bjorkman 
was facing world No. 2 
Michael Chang later with 
the winner joining Sam- 
pras. Moya and Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelikov in the 
final four at the season 
wrapup tournamenL 

U.S. Open champion 
Rafter beat Sampras the 
first tune they met. in 
August, 1993 at Indianapo- 
lis, but since then has lost 
ei^t times to the World 
No. I. Sampras won in 
straight secs in September 


in the final of the Grand 
Slam Cup, their last meet- 
ing before Hanover. 

“I’m on cloud nine. 
Everything was perfect 
today,” said Sampras, now 
into the semifinals for a 
sixth consecutive year. T 
knew it would be a good 
day when I saw that my 
letutns were good.” 

“I’m disappointed,'' said 
Rafter. “He loves my style 
of play. This lack of success 
agmnst him is really- annoy- 
ing. 

“I woke up today eager to 
play, I was trying to win a 
set and get into the semifi- 
nals ~ it just didn’t hap- 
pen. 

“But I've got to beat him 
someday. This is a real let- 
down. But I've had a great 
year. I’ve got to get myself 
back up and look forward 
CO next season.” 

Sampras overwhelmed 
Rafter in front of a crowd 
which was keen for a Rafter 
win. Sampras struck 28 
winners to Rafter’s 13 and 
had a mere 10 unforced 
errors. 

In a meaningless match in 
the evening. Kafelnikov 
was to play Briton Hra 
Henman, the second injury 
substitute to be utilised this 
week. 


Henman, who is compet- 
ing simultaneously at the 
British Nationals, won a 
local match Friday moro- 
ing, was driven to on airport 
and boarded a private jet 
laid on my Hanover organ- 
isers to reach Germany for 
the Kafelnikov match — 
worth $100,000 to the 
World No. 17 if he was to 
win. 

Henman was due back in 
Britain Friday night in time 
to resume play at the 
Nationals on Saturday. 

Henman was the eighth 
man down the ladder as 
officials tried overnight to 
find a replacement for 
Bruguera, who withdrew 
due to a lower back injury. 
Bruguera lost a round-robm 
match on Thursday, than all 
but said he could not cori- 
tinue. 

Regular injury alternate 
Tboma Muster had already 
been tapped to replace 
Briton Greg Rusedski 
(hamstring injury) and took 
a loss to Moya on Thursday 
night 

Ihose in the queue ahead 
of Henman included the 
injury victims Richard Kra- 
jicek and Goran Ivanisevic, 
plus South Americans Gus- 
tavo Kuerten and Marcelo 
Rios among others. 


Division crown at hand for 49ers with 5 weeks remaining 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 
— San Francisco could 
become the first National 
Football League club to 
qualify for the playoffs by 
beating Carolina here Sun- 
day — a remarkable feat 
after a bleak start by the 
49ers. 

The 49ers are 9-1. equal 
with Denver for the best 
record in American foot- 
ball and one game ahead 
of reigning NT^ champion 
Green Bay and Minnesota 
in race for home-field 
advantage in the playoffs. 

Beating (Zlarolina (5-5) 
will seal the NFC West 
division crown for a club 
that lost star receiver Jerry 
Rice and quarterback 
Steve Young to injuries in 
a 13-6 season-opening 
upset loss to Tampa Bay. 

"Diis one becomes a big 
game for us,” coach Steve 
Mariucci said. 

know it’s big for them 
to stay alive in the race. 
But to clinch the division 
this early- against a team 
we have to knock off and 
dethrone, this Ls it. 

This is another playoff 
atmosphere-type football 
game for us. 

Hopefully, we’re healthy 
enough and fresh enough 
to do it again, sky-high 
3gain. But this is what 
We're aiming for.” 

The 49ers already know 
the advantage a home- 
tield can bring, having ral- 


lied late to beat visiting 
Dallas 17-10 earlier this 
season. 

Anything that keeps the 
pass-minded 49er attack 
out of frigid Green Bay in 
January’s often-snowy 
conditions will be a plus 
for the team's title hopes. 

Young missed only one 
game after a concussion 
five plays into the opener 
and Rice, while sidelined, 
has been teaching younger 
replacements J.J. Stokes 


and Terrell Owens the 
moves that made him the 
NFL's most prolific touch- 
down scorer. San Francis- 
co also boasts the NFL's 
stingiest defence. 

With five weeks remain- 
ing in the season, Denver 
also faces a key division 
test at Kansas City. The 
Broncos (9-1) are two 
games ahead of the host 
Chiefs and beat them 19-3 
earlier this season. 

The Broncos own a two- 


game edge on Jacksonville 
and Pittsburgh in the fight 
for AFC home-field play- 
off advantage. Denver 
began 12-1 last year 
before being upset in the 
playoffs. 

Another key showdown 
Sunday finds Washington 
at Dallas. The Redskms 


won earlier and Cowboy 
coach Barry Switzer has 
been fighting off rumors 
of immi nent firing if Dal- 
las does not improve on a 
5-5 mark. 

Other games Sunday 
find Arizona at the New 
York Giants, Green Bay at 
winless Indianapolis. Oak- 


land at San Diego, Atlanta 
at St. Louis, New England 
at Tampa Bay, Minnesota 
at Detroit, Cincinnati at 
Pittsburgh, Tennessee at 
Jacksomrille, Seattle at 
New Orleans. Philadelphia 
at Baltimore and the New 
York Jets at Chicago. Buf- 
falo visits Miami Monday. 


Job Opportunity For 
Secretary / Office Assistant 

A leading Governmental Organisation operating in the 
social development sector wishes to recruit for an 
international In-house project a Secretary/Office 
Assistant who, in time will form part of the core team of 
a newly installed unit. 

Candidates with the following skills are invited to apply for 
this position: 

. University degree ^ ^ 

• Kn^etjge of extensive secretarial duties in both 

English and Arabic 

• Capacity to translate from Arabic to English (Vis-a- 
Vis) 

• Knowledge erf both Word wd Excel 

. Basic familiarity of accounting procedures 

. Minimum of 5 years seciet^^r^ce 

. Previous experience with Internationally funded 

projects , _ 

. Being able to work on own initiative 
. Being able to work In a team 

Please submit your curriculum vitae with an 
accompanying le|ter including your salary expectations 

*p]o. Box 922708. Amman 11192, Jordan 




UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER MAIESTY QUEEN NOOR AL HUSSEIN 

JORDA.N RIVER DESIGNS 

Cordially invites you to its ^0 


Exhibi 


Fall 


Take special pleasure in discovering our new enchanting wicker accessories 

from Wadi Rayan, In addition to our many other handicrafts and gift items 
for Thanksgiving, Christmas & Ramadan. Now is the perfect time ^ 
to enjoy our diverse line of products! 

Z Tel SBoai te (BOD From November 2nd to 23rd, 1997. Daily from 9am to 9pm. 

^ P.O.BOS294) AnmamsLjonbn Jordan River Designs Showroom sjODondby 

HinikJRDPneisjnnjo Looking forward towards your visitl AM MEX 




champioiLship concludes 
Nov. 23. 

Each competing ream 
will get S5.(X)0 ^m the 
Arab Soccer Federation 
who ^^'ill also cover air-fare 
and accommodation. 

The winning team will 
receive $50,000, the run- 
ner-up $30,000, while the 
third and fourth finishers 
wnll split $25,000. 

Since its inception. Jor- 
danian participation in the 
event has been intermittent. 

Al Ahli took part in the 
inaugural competition in 
1981 finishing lost aniong 
the three competing teams. 
Al Faisali were the only 
Jordanian team to advance 
to the second round in 
1993. 

Al Hussein were the third 
team to represent Jordon in 
1993 but were eliminated 
in the first round. 

Al Wihdat w'ere knocked 
out in the first round in 
1995. As Jordanian cham- 
pions they toot part in 1996 
again failing to ad\'ance 
beyond the first round. 


Looking back at the 
archives of the event. Jor- 
danian teams won three of 
15 matches they played, 
drew in tw-o and lost in 10. 

As for Al Wihdat's 
chances, the team seems 
well-prepared and have 
been training under Iraqi 
coach Anwar Jassam. 

Beside their impressive 
league record, Al Wihdat 
recently reached the semifi- 
nals of the Jordan Cup 
alongside Al Hussein, Al 
Ramtha and Al Faisali. 

Earlier in the year, AJ 
Wihdat also took pan in the 
Cup Winners' Cup in Cmro 
and were impressive 
against well-known teams. 

The team includes 12 
internationals who have 
represented Jordan on the 
national team as well a.s 
regional competitions with 
their club. 



Carlos Moya of Spain hits the ball during his match 
against Austrian Thomas Muster at the Tennis World 
Championships in Hanover. Moya won the match 6-3, 
6-3 (Reuters photo) 


3 bedrooms, one master, 2 bathrooms + 
retDeption + salon, good furniture ... ground floor 

At Sweifiyeh area 


special (unique furniture) 

FOR FAMILIES ONLY 

Location: Sweifiyeh. opposite the church, Hay Al- 
Sweifiyeh, ibn Habib Street, Building Na 3. 

Ground floor with a garage, independent garden and 
shade. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, 
dining, living room, kitchen, a big size satellite dish and a 
telephone. 

For information: please call 
Tel.: 835165, or call at the location 
for inspection. 

I QUMEJTATPni JIUUtKEr nESEJUieH I 

I eXECwrivE - 1 

The Company/^ 


AMER World Researefa Ltd. 

Is a major intemadoiial market research agency in twelw of 

(he Middle East, North Africa and Gulf regions employiiig tnoit (ban 
400 associates , 

To meet the needs efeitr fast growing business aod to build on our success 
we aw seek 8 OuaUiadye Marte Research Esteeuiive to support our UAE '■ 

Msrket Research Team in eetiying om qualitative research in ibe 

Gulf region. 

jTfce OwwIMf ■ 

The idea] candidaie will: 

-be a imivemty graduate n (be field of Psychology. Sociolany 

Anlropology or other lehied Social SdencQ. 

• have at least three yeus genenlist experience within a commeKial/ sales 

or psynoctal enviromnem . 

- be able to combine personal qualities with a strong aaalytieal mind 

- U nueat in written and qwken English with exeeUeot writing sb1ls . 

- be a gocKi eommuiucaior with a flexible appnuch . 

• deinonstnte initiative and enmmiww.^ , 

- have project piamiiiig and orgsnisalioiB] abilities . 

- be prqmied 10 travel . 

J/lhisposiriOH is tfinUresttoyou. and^youbrb^usthe nqidsUs 
ski^aideKperiaice, you\\iUbemv,ai^wiih caiaU^fAlesam 
anadial^ige.wgeAerMitka coo^ftthcnsivenminenlian package 

foi/telude reloctuitm fielOites and auisuaiee. 
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Albright backs off from blaming 
Netanyahu for Mideast deadlock 


LONDON (AFP) — U.S. 
Secietaiy of State Madeleine 
Alight t^ked away from 
ouDigbt cridcisizi of isael for 
the contmidag deadlock in the 
Middle East pe^ process 
dining talks here Friday with 
Israeli Prime Nhnisier 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 

Commentators have taken 
Bill Clinton's decision, the 
first dme ewr for a US. pres- 
ident. not to meet the Israeli 
premier when he idsits the 
United States Sunday as a 
measure- of American anger at 

Mn Netanyahu’s insistence on 
buildbg new Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied territo- 
ries. 

But at a joint press confer- 
ence Ms. Albri^t made no 
criticism of Israel, sayiz^ only 
that she was “reserving judge- 
menlT at what had b^n 
achieved at Friday's ‘^'ery 
usefuT' discussions. 

Stressing die need to “nar- 
row the gaps** between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis, 
Ms. Albri^t repeatedly said it 
was “essential" to move the 
I^icess forward. 

^It is time fix' move forward. 
1 believe that time is being 
lost.*' she stud, adding she 
would be repeating the same 
messa^ vs^ien she met 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) I^ident Yasser Arafat 
in Bern. Switzerland on 


Saturday. 

am reserving judgment 
until after 1 see Chahman 
ArafaL and I see some nssults. 
Then I will be able to take my 
first stroke.*’ she said, refer- 
ring to her preniMJS remark 
that she was merely “treading 
water * with previous attempts 
to move the process forward. 

‘lit is essential for both sides 
to Jive up to their agreements 
and not take any steps that 
could complicate the 
process." 

Mr. .Netanyahu described 
the talks as "usefuf and 
“comprehensive, serious, to 
the poinL" 

D^lining to elaborate on 
the details of the discus^ons. 
he saict “1 think a way for- 
ward can be found, we are 
looking for that way. With 
goodw^ and effort we hope 
we will find a padi." 

Referring to the 
Palestinians, he added: “We 
look to see an equal commit- 
ment on the other side. 
Everything we discuss 
involves redprocit}'." 

The pair discussed the 
growing ciids in Iraq, with 
Mr. Netanyahu saying he sup- 
ported American efforts to 
find a suitable end to I^i 
defiance of the Umted 
Nations. 

live in a tough neigh- 
bourhood.'’ he remarked. 


Netanyahu says peace easier 
than ‘who’s a Jew’ crisis 


LONDON (.AFP) — Fmding 
a salui»» to the “WTio's a 
Jew“ bailie between progres- 
sive and Orthodox Jews is 
harder than achieving peace 
with the Palestinians. Israeli 
Premier Benyamin 

Netanyahu said in London 
Thursday. 

“On certain dtn's. I dunk 
that getting agreement on this 
issue from the various denom- 
inational rabbis is {xbbably 
more difficult than making 
peace with the Palestinians,’* 
he told Channel 4 tdevison 
news. 

Mr. Netanyahu, in Britain 
for an official ihrecKlay vial, 
was referring to the tnd by 
progtessive Jews m hzad to 
chaHense the Onhodox rab- 


ies* monopoly on converstoas 
and other religious rites. 

.Asked to ocmmem on 
threats by .‘^ome Jewish 
groups from the progrc&.sive 
movements in the United 
States, which represent the 
vast majOTtv' of U.S. Jewry* 
although they are minoiiy in 
^rael, to withhold donations 
to Israel the premier replied 
that “the issue is not nioney.“ 

He said that '‘Israel docs not 
need them for economic rea- 
scMis. [but because] wc arc 
part of them and they are pan 
of us.'* 

“\Ve are all Jews..jtll 
kosher.** he said. 

.Asked if this included pro- 
gressive Jews. Mr. Netanyahu 
replied: “Absolutely.** 


Eariier on Friday. Mr. 
Netanyahu insisted in a BBC 
iniervil^* that the Oslo 
acctvds signed by Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation fPLO) in 
S^tember 1993 “in no way* 
Israers construction of 
setUement in existing settle- 
ments and existii^ commuiu- 
ties.'* 

On Thursday. British Prime 


Minister Temv Blair tc4d Mr. 
Netanyahu in a meeting at 
DowTiiog Street that there w*as 
an “urgent need** for the 
process to be moved fcvwsrd 
and urged practical progies.s 
on a number of Issues, partic- 
ularly on the issue of new* set- 
tlements. 

Brith^h Foreign Secretary* 
Robin Coc4i called the policy* 
“unacceptable.** 


Poll shows Israeli PM to 
lose election if held now 


TEL AVTV (R) — An opinion 
poll published on Imday 
showed Israeli I^ime Minister 
Benyaotin Netanyahu vvould 
lose to opposmon leader Ebud 
Barak national elections 
were held now. 

It was tiie third survey* in two 
weeks in which Mr. 
Netanyahu trailed Mr. Barak 
and itsbowed the Labour Par^ 
chiefs lead was getting bigger. 

Fony-fivc per cent of those 
sunned by Dabaf Institute for 
Yettioth Ahionoth newsp^<er 
said they would vote for Mr. 
Barak if elections were held 
today against 33 per cent for 
Mr. Netanyahu. Ihe rest said 
they would not voce or were 
“don't knows". 


The poll surveyed 533 
Israelis and had a four per cent 
margin of error, the newspapo- 
said. 

Israeli analysts said this 
we^ that .Vfr. Netanyahu's 
leaderslup was seriously 
threaienc^ by leading mem- 
beis of lus Ukud Pa^* who 
were angry over a perceived 
push by Mr. Netanyahu to 
boost his own powa at their 
expense. 

Others predicted the pajQ**s 
decision at a convention on 
Wednesday to rescind the 
rights of some 200.000 party 
members to select pariiainen- 
laiy candidtues in open pri- 
maries would lead a a wave of 
grass roots resentment 


N't!. Netan>*ahu failed to live 
up to a promise to his ministers 
to shelve the proposal, draw- 
ing accusations of deception. 

A national electkxi is sched- 
uled for 2000. Early elections 
would be called only if 61 leg- 
islators in the 120-member 
pariiament were lo vote no- 
confi deuce in Mr. Netanyahu. 

A Oahaf surv*ey published in 
Yedioth AhronoA on Oct 31 
showed 45 percent would vxxe 
for Mr. Ba^ and 38 per cent 
for Mr. Netanyahu. A Gallup 
poll pubibhed irr Maariv 
newspaper on tire same day 
gave Mr. Barak 42 per cent to 
Mr. Netanyahu's 40 per cent 


Qatar throws in its lot with U.S. 


DOHA (AFP) — More than 
any otiier Gutf country, 
wlk:h is hosting the U.S.- 
backed Middle East aitd 
Nortii Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic conference amid Arab 
protests, has thrown in its lot 
with the ynhed Stat^ on the 
military and eccxtomic fronts. 

‘The Americanisation of 
Qatar since the Gulf war has 
l^en quite a phenomenon.” 
said a Europe diplomat 
posted here. 

Before the 1991 ccxifllct 
winch evicted Iraq from 
Kuwait “there were only 
about 300 Americans here, 
including people of Huai 
nationality.** said a Western 
economist 

The U.S. consulate said th^ 
now number between 3JX)0 
and 3.500. 

Qatar had tiromy relations 
during die 1980s 'with die 
VS., wiiich had no serious 
economic interests in this 
small oil-producing sta te of 

some 625.^ peopfe. 

V^shington called in 'v^ 
for Doha to return U.S.-made 
Stinger missiles which were 
put on show at a militar y 
parade after being bought on 
the black mariret from the 
Mujahedeen fig hting the 
So^ occupation of 
Afghanwan. 

Qatar has since opened its 
doors to foreign coo^Bmes re 
invest in its plans to revamp its 
oil resources and develop its 
hugs reserves of nabiral gas. 

’The U.S. firms Aico, 
Amoco, (ThevFon, Ocodenial 
and Peonzoil have all invested 
in tiie oil sector, while Mobil 
has embarked on a gas lique- 
foction project and exports 
started in late 1996. 

The emirate has also pro- 
per a strategic cooperation 
with foe U.S. since Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
invaded Kuwait and threat- 
ened the Gulf Arab monar- 
chies. 

“Qatar has made overtures 


Anani urges Arabs not 
to leave arena to Israel 


DOHA (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister for 
Development Affairs and 
Minister of State for Rime 
Ministry A£fm Jawad Anani 
on Friday blamed Israeli 
Rime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu for the faltering 
peace process. 

In an interview with the 
Qatari daily newspaper; AI 
Watan. Dr. Anani call^ upon 
Arabs to take part in the 
economic summit to benefit 
from tiiis great gathering, say- 
ing ths “those who oppose 
attending the summit are giv- 
ing die chance for Israel to 
greatly benefii from such an 
economic conference.” 

‘Tordan is taJdng part in foe 
summit out of its belief not to 


leave the arena or the field for 
Israel to make use of it.'* added 
De. AnanL 

Dn Anani said; “Arabs 
should trust themselves and 
tbelr potentials,** s tres s ing that 
“foot^h foe ectxKxnic confer- 
ence which is held in Doha is 
r^ional but it is also intema- 
tionai and constitutes an 
appic^niaie occarion fix every 
single Arab state to artraa 
investments.” 

He added that Jordan is pne- 
senting marty economic pro- 
jects in the fields of infiasouc- 
ture including water and 
industrial prefects. 

Dc. Anam j^aised the role of 
the Jordanian secoex infoich is 
effectively takiag part in tire 
conference. 


re foe U.S. which we have 
happily redprocated,” said a 
U.S. diplomaL 
The extent of the militaiy 
cooperation has not been dis- 
clo^ at the request of Doha. 
But h agreed in 1995 tm the 
pre-positioning in Qatar of foe 
arms of a 2,5(X)>5iroag 
armoured brigade of foe U,S. 
aimy. 

U.S. officials declined to 
comment oa repexts of a sec- 
ond such pre-positioning of 
arms, but one of iliem dis- 
closed foat "‘this pre-porition- 
mg is the laigest in foe region,** 
Ugger than in Kuwait 
“One thing the Gulf war did 
was to demonstrate forcefully 
that no countiy in the region 
can be absolutely sure foat it 
won't be totally destroyed,” 
anofoer Western diplomat 
said. 

And since then, “there has 
been a turn in towards 
foe United Stats," 

Tlie diplomat said anodier 
factor wb. the rise to the 


throne of a new emir, Sheilfo 
Hamad Ben Khalife Al ThanL 
who is more pro- Western tiian 
tbefetiierbedqrosedin 1995. 

>^shington, which was the 
first . ca^ re zecogoise 
Sheikh Hamad after the blood- 
less palace coup, sees several 
bene^ in (^atac 

*Tt has a much more homo- 
geoeous pc^ailatioo than Saudi 
Aralria and Bahrain. Its Shiite 
populatim is less than 10 per- 
ceni and not seen as a thr^” 
the diploinat said. 

‘Te’s a much stabler aod safer 
place,” he said. Its position in 
the southern Gulf is strafe 
and its resources ‘largely 
untapped.” 

Ak^gb (^aiar is a critic of 
the U.S. policy of “dual con- 
tainmenf of han and Iraq, it 
went ahead vnfo foe Doha 
conference at tiie uigmg of 
^^^tington de^jite a chcHus 
of Arab calls fix it to be 
scrapped or at least postponed. 


Iraq crisis 
seen 
helping 
S. African 
arms sales 


CAPE TOW tR) — The 
Iracp crisis, erupting cm the 
eve of a \*isil re Saufo .Arabia 
by Resident Nelson 
Mandela, could not have 
come at a better time for 
South African anns safes, 
nuliiaiy analysts smd on 
Friday, 

Defence Minister Joe 
Modise and Energy’ Miiusier 
Penuell Maduna w^l accom- 
pany Piesidmi Mandela on 
foe visit he starts on 
Saturday. 

The nuun trade item on the 
agenda is expected to be a 
mooted oil-for-^ntis s>v^. in 
wUch South Africa would 
po>tide Saudi Arabia vdfo 
around SI.6 billion in arms, 
mainly its worid-Ieading G6 
long-distance artillery sys- 
tem. 

South Africa is also negoti- 
ating an arms deal worth 
about 4.0 billion rand with 
Kuwait 

“Given what is happerung 
in die region... I’m pretty 
sure Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait want to discuss anus 
deals vdth everyone,” said 
Bill Sass. a researcher at foe 
Independent Institute for 
Security Studies think tank. 

He said foe Sau^ would 
be interested in a wide range 
of arms. 

*^e situation that existed 
a couple of inontiis ago when 
the d^ first came up, tiyii^ 
for the best deal the b«r 
concessions, that time has 
passed for diem.” 

Mr. Sass said the increas- 
ing tensions in the Gulf 
meant the diplomatic impor- 
tance of President Mandela's 
visit re Riyadh would take 
second pl^ to nuts-and- 
bolts issues like anus deliv- 
ery schedules. 

“Far more than foe feet foat 
here comes President 
Mandela, they’d rather say 
‘man, get out your weap^ 
dealers, you go over there 
and do the protocol and all 
that and we’U get on with the 
bu^ness’,” he said. 

The latest Gulf crisis began 
simmering two weeks ago 
when Iraq refused re allow 
Americans to take part in 
weapons inflections by a 
U.N. team. 

The U Security Qjuncil 
late on Thursday condemned 
Iraq's expulaon of six 
Andean inspectors on foe 
team and demanded that it be 
rescinded immediately, 
warning President Siuldam 
Hussein's government of 
unspecified “serious conse- 
quences” if it faSed to com- 
ply. 


CLIMBING UP SARASW.ATI: Chottu, or the small one. as he is called by the 
other mahoufS/ clambers up his elephant Saraswati, at the Gandok River in 
Sonepur, in the Indian state of Bihar on Friday. The elephants were brought 
to the river to give them a holy bath on the auspicious occasion of Kaitik 
Pumima. Over 75 elephants and thousands of other livestock, including cat- 
tie and horses, will be sold over the next three weeks at the Sonepur fair. 


Elephants, usually associated to the mythological Hindu God Canesh, are 

ohe 


gjven a bath on the Kartik Pumima day (AP photo) 


Eleven EU ambassadors 
return to Tehran — radio 


TEHRAN (R) — Eleven 
European Union fBV> 
envoys returned to Tehran 
on ^day. more than six 
months after ihcv' were 
withdrawn in a row between 
Iran arKi Germany. Tehran 
Radio said. 

It said the ambassadors of 
Greece. Sweden. Belgium. 
Finland. Italy, Spain. 
Holland. Austria. Denmark 
and Ireland and the British 
charge d'affaires arrived in 
Tehi^ on Friday morning, 
along with foe ambassador 
of Switzerland, which is not 
an E.U. member. 

k said foe German ambas- 
sador would return in 10 
days along with the French 
ambassadex. 

“The European Union bad 
repeatedly said it would not 
acce{X any discrimination in 
the return of its envoys. But 


it has been decided that the 
German ambassador u jll 
remm to Tehran in 10 
days.'* Tehran Radio said. 

“Based on reports, the 
French ambassador will 
accompany foe German 
ambassador on his return to 
Tehran.” the i^o said. 

The EU withdrew* envoys 
from Tehran in .April after a 
Berlin court rule that Iran's 
political leaders bad 
ordered the killing of three 
Iranian Kurdish dissident 
leaders and their translator 
in a Berlin restaurant in 
1992. Tehran denied any 
involvement 

Several weeks later foe 
EU said foe envoys could 
go back, but Iran said foe 
German ambassador should ' 
Ire foe last to return. 

Diplomats said foe EU 
had for months sought to 


normalise relations with 
Tehran. But even after the 
relatively moderate 

Mohammad Khatami was 
elected president in June. 
Iran refused to bend. 

The official Iranian news 
agency IRNA on Thursday 
quoted a Foreign Ministry' 
spokesman as saying 

Tehran had agreed to an EU 
proposal stipulating that the 
German and Fipncb ambas- 
sadors would Ire the last to 
return. 

Europe is keen to boost 
ties with foe new Khatami 
government and rack up 
investment in the oil and 
gas-producing country'. 

In September, France's 
Total signed a S2 billion 
deal wifo Iran to develop 
the counny's huge offshore 
South Pars gas and conden- 
sate field. 


Islamic Jihad threatens attacks 
against Israel over prisoner 
on hunger strike 


Combined ageat^ 
dispatches 


THE ISLAMIC Jihad group 
reiterated threats Friday to 
launch attacks against Israel 
if a Palestinian woman pris- 
oner who has been oo 
hunger strike for three 
weeks dies. 

“If Itaf Al Ayyan dies, we 
will respond is Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem,” said an Islamic 
Jihad member during a 
demonstration in foe 
autonomous West Bank 
town of Bethlehem. 

Ayyan. 36, a Jihad mem- 
ber from foe West Bank 
town of Bethlehem, has 
been on hunger strike since 
her arrest by Israeli soldiers 
on Oct. 21. She is refusing 
ail medical treatment and 
demands her freedom, 

A Palestinian human 
rights activisu Eissa 
Qaraqefa, said Ayyan. who 
has been moved to a prison 
hospital, began Thursday 
refusing water and was in 
’■‘deteriorating condition.” 
The Islamic Jihad protest- 


ers marched up to an Israeli 
army barricade near 
Rachel's Tomb, chanting 
“Death to tbe United States 
and Israel” and “Victory for 
Iraq.” 

Several Palestinians threw 
rocks at tbe soldiers, who 
retaliated by firing rubtrer 
bullets, but no-one was 
injured, witnesses said. 

Ayyan, who is being held 
without charge under 
Israel's administrative 
detention laws, was arrested 
amid an attack against 
Islamist militants launched 
by foe army in AugusL 

She bad already served 
nine years in an Israeli 
prison but was freed in a 
general release of 30 
women prisoners by Israel 
in February. 

Khaled Al Batsb. an 
Islamic Jihad activist in tbe 
Chxa Strip said on Thursday 
be had launched an open- 
ended hunger strike over 
Israel's detention without 
trial of foe Palestinian 
woman. 

“I decided individuuIN to 


launch an open-ended 
hunger strike and sit-in 
protest in solidarity with foe 
captive Itaf Al Ayan and 
against all admimstrative 
detentions.” Mr. Batsb told 
Reuters. 

.The 37-year-old said he 
bad begun tbe strike three 
days ago at foe intemational 
Red Cross building in Gaza 
City, giving up food and 
water. 

A Palestinian prisoner 
support group on Thursday 
called for Alayan’s release, 
saying she bad escalated her 
protest on Wednesday by 
refusing to drink water. 

But tlus was demed by foe 
spokeswoman for Israel’s 
prisons authority Orit 
Messer-Harel. who told 
Reuters: “She is drinldng 
water and is also taking sup- 
plements. She undergoes 
daily medical examinations 
and is in good health. We 
hope she w'ill end her 
strike." 
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Britain's IFIrst Cat 
retires from polito 


LUNDON tAFPl — te # 
t'lr'i! high-profile rasigas- 
iion Irnm the ireart of , 
Brilain's Labour govern- , 
snent, dm 

Dkm nmg Street cat b re<ir- 
ing from pniiik;^ on med- 
ical advice, a spokestsias' 
said Thurvi4>. Humpbney. 
a strj> %vho took up n»- . 
dcnce in goventmem 
oiTiccs in I9$9, has soist 

world leaders come and go 
from his home in cenctti 
LA>ndon in a cokHB^ 

career as Britain's Fmst 
Cal. But on Thursday, a 
D(>uniRg Street spokesman 
said the 11-year-cdd had 
been suffering a bforey 
complaint for four years, 
making him inactive and 
lacking ^>peuie. The 
hlack-and-nhite cat will 
pass the rest of his days in 
a Londtm mburi> a 
member of staff who has 
cared for him since he first 
arrived. 
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Volunteers hope 
Pope vriB unvtil 
drinks can church 
repHca 


ROME, fR) — A group of 
Italian charity wwkers said 
on Thursday they hoped to 
make it into the Guinness 
Book of Records w>*iih a 
huge replica of Sl Peter's 
Basilica made out of drinks 
cans they hope Pi^ John 
Paul will unveil in 
December. “It's an exact 
replica of St. Peter's.” said 
Giovanni Casei. orre of 
around 40 vNunteers who 
have been at work building 
the model on wasteland on 
the outskirts of Rome since 
mid-October. The volun- 
teers. who hope to raise 
money for blood and (xgan 
donation charities, say tire 
model will use 10 million 
cans. It will be 95 metres 
long. 4K metres wide and 
29 metres high with a 20- 
metre wide dome — one 
fifth foe size of tbe biggest 
church in Christendom. 




105-year-old sure 
of a dean sweep 
in athletics meet 


WELLINGTON (R) — 
Joginder Singh is a certain- 
ty to make a clean sweep of 
prizes in the lOS-years- 
and-over section at an ath- 
letic meet in New Zealand, 
foe New Zealand Press 
Association reported on 
Friday. The 105-year-oId 
Indian will compete alone 
in his age group, running, 
throwing and jumping in 
the Oceania Veteran 
Championships in the 
north island, town of 
Hastings in January. Singh, 
a Sikh from northern Infoo. 
claims foe world record for 
foe men's 9S-years-and- 
over long jump of 4.15 
metres, which he set in 
1990. His passpOTL which 
was provided to the organ- 
isers as proof of age. shows 
he was born in ^tiala on 
June 12, 1892. making him 
the oldest of the 500 
entrants by 20 years. 
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Man admits 
to up 

thousands of skirts 


WELLINGTON fR) — A 
New Zealand man bas.:^ 
admitted to nine cbacse»A^ 
related to using a mutiaiu^ 
video camera to film up 
skins of thousands 
unsuspecting women 
girls, foe New 
Herald reported oo Fri 
David Overend, 36, 
caught by departmrat] 
intemai affairs 
after he posted the 
of his exploits on 
IntemeL A wire lisk 
ning up his trousexs 
his “shu-cam** 
camera allowed him 
on and take video fc 
of thousands of w 
girls. m(»tly at 
events like home 
mllies and boat 
Overend scanned 
images into his 
and traded them 
world by e-mail, 
and video 
Auckland court bemi 
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